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INTRODUCTION 


This grammar workbook is designed for English speakers wiih mi previous knowledge of 
Spanish, allhough il will also be useful to those wiih some knowledge of ihe language 
who wish to improve their grammatical competence. The grammar is introduced in a 
simple, accessible way and all grammatical terms are explained in the glossary. The 
grammatical explanations are deliberately kept to a minimum and do not include all 
exceptions to the rules or minor idiosyncraeies of the language - students should consult 
a grammar book such as Modern S/ornish Grammar I Kanin-Ibarra and Pouniaini also 
published by Routledge. for a full explanation. What this course will do is enable you to 
use the language accurately in the majority of situations and will certainly give a 
thorough grounding in basic Spanish grammar. 

There is no audio material to accompany this book, but guides to pronunciation and 
stress are given at the beginning of the book (pp. ix-xiii) and this sliould be sufficient to 
allow you to make yourself clearly understood. There is no substitute, of course, for 
seeking as much contact as possible with native speakers of the language. 

The vocabulary used is contemporary and functional. Although it is predominantly 
peninsular Spanish, some reference is made to Latin American usage. Reading texts are 
inc luded at the end of each unit to encourage gist comprehension and to provide some 
background information about Spain and Spanish-speaking countries. A vocabulary list 
for reading texts is provided at the end of each unit, but you may need to consult a good 
basic dictionary for some of the vocabulary in the exercises. An answer key to all 
exercises can be found at the end of the book. 

This book should be particularly useful for adults studying alone or as a grammatical 
underpinning for a taught communicative language course. 




PRONUNCIATION 


The English equivalents given are a rough guide to pronunciation and they will enable 
you to understand spoken Spanish and to be understood, but you should be aware that in 
some eases they arc not exactly the same sounds as used in English. 

a [a) as in English ‘bag*, 

b |b| as in ‘big* at the beginning of a phrase or alter n or m. 

Otherwise |pj. The lips are shaped as for |b] but slightly 
apart. 

c |k) as in ‘cal* when before a. o. u or a consonant. 

( 0 | as in ‘think* before e or i in standard peninsular 
Spanish, but (xj in l.atin America and southern Spain, 
eh fgl as in ‘church*, 

d |d) as in ‘dog* at the beginning of a phrase or after n or I. 

Otherw ise as in ‘this*. 

e |c| ax in ‘bed*, 

f |f] as in feather*, 

g |g| as in ‘game* when before a. o or u. But before e or i. 

|x| as in Scottish loch*. 

h always xilent. 


i 

k 


in 


P 


(i) ax in ‘meet*. 

|x| as in Scottish loch*. 

|l| as in ‘car*. 

Ill as in ‘flat*. 

(j| ax in ‘vet’ I this is the most commonly beard 
pronunciation in standard Spanish, although strictly 
speaking it should be prooounccd as in ‘million*!. 

|m| as in ‘mother*. 

|n] as in number*. 

|o] as in 'opera*. 

|p) as in 'gear*. 

This is always followed by u and qu is prooounced fk) as 
in ‘corner*. 


r (r) this is a rolled *r* as in Scottish pronunciation of ‘car*. 

i.e. w ith a slight Hick or vibration of the tongue. 

rr this requires a more pronounced rolling of the T*. or 

vibration of the tongue. 



s 

|*| at in ‘single*. 

' 

|l| as in ‘lake*. 

u 

|u) as in 'soon*. 

V 

Thus is pronounced the sane at b. 

v» 

Tbit only occurs in borrowed words in Spamth and its 
pronunciation varies. The most common variations are |p|. 
|b| and (wj. 

X 

|ks| at in ‘extra*. but more commonly in spoken peninsular 
Spamth it is simplified to |t). 

} 

Ul as in ‘vcllow* when on its own. but when it it used in 
combination with a vowel it is weakened to |i|. 

z 

| 0 | at in think*. 



STRESS 


Apart from a very few cases where the diuresis (c.g. 11) is used, (here is only one written 
accent in Spanish id) and this is used in tire following circumstances: 

• to show that a w ord does not follow the idles of natural stress: 

• to differentiate between words which are spell the same: 

• in interrogatives and exclamations. 


Rules of natural stress 


If a word ends in an -n. -s or a vowel, the stress naturally falls on the penultimate (last but 
one) syllable: 

pulabra »<ml 

jugurtes toys 


enmpran 


they buy 


It a word ends in any other sound, the stress naturally falls on the last 
syllabic: 

pared wall 

fell/ happy 

Words that follow these rules of natural stress do not require a written accent (or stress 
mark), but if the word is pronounced in a way that does not follow these natural rules 
then a stress mark must Ire put on the vowel in tire stressed syllable: 
tapir pencil 

ingles English 

Some words require a stress mark in the singular but not in the plural, since by making 
the word plural it now ends in an -s. resulting in the natural stress now falling on the 
appiopriate syllable: 

ingles - ingleses 

The situation outlined above is fairly straightforward, but when two or more vowels 
occur together in a word you will need to understand the rules about diphthongs in order 
to wort: out the stress. 



Vowels are divided inio strong and weak vowels - a. e and o are 'strong' vowels and 
u and i are 'weak' vowels. When a weak vowel occurs together with another vowel, they 
form a diphthong, which counts as only one syllable. If live weak vowel is next to a strong 
vowel, tire stress falls on the strong vowel: 

piedra (stone) - two syllables pie-dra 

If both vowels are weak, tire stress falls on tire second vowel in the diph-thong: 
vbrda (widow) 

If. however, two strong vowels occur togetlrer they form two separate syllables: 
ateo (atheist) - three syllables a-te-o 


Differentiating between words 


Sometimes stress marks ate used to differentiate between two words that are spelt and 
pronounced in exactly tire same way: 
el (the) cl (hr) 

si (if) si lyes) 


tu I your I 


tu lyou) 


Interrogatives and exclamations 

When certain words are used as interrogatives (questions) or exclamations they require 
stress mark, whereas they do not require a stress mark in other circumstances: 

;Qui? What* 

( \D6n<lc? Where? 

^Ciiindo? When? 

iComo? 


;Quc Inrmono! 


How? 

Who? 

How lovely! 



UNIT ONE 
Nouns and articles 


Nouns 

All nouns in Spanish arc either masculine or feminine, regardless of whether they are 
animate or inanimate objects. A number of factors can determine the gender of a noun, 
such as its meaning, its origin or its ending. Whenever you learn a noun in Spanish you 
will have to Icam its gender as well: 

e.g. masculine nouns: el niiio ithe boyl 

el libro l the book I 

feminine nouns: la ninu Ithe girl) 

la play a ithe beach) 


Generally speaking nouns that end in -o are masculine as well as those ending in -or - 
ema. -ista. while those that end in -a. -ion. -ad. -ed. -ud are feminine. There are. 
however, some exceptions such as la mano ihandt and you will just have to learn these 
as you come across them. 

It is relatively simple to form the plural of most nouns: if the noun ends in a vowel, -s 
is added, if the noun ends in a consonant, -es is added, 
niiio niiios 

pluyu playas 

cocbe (car) cocbes 


lur 


bares 


ciudud I city I 


ciudadr* 


Them are a few irtegulai plurals and nouns that do not change in the plural. Most of these 
are not common words and therefore will Ire indicated as tliey appear. 

Sole: Sonic nouns lose their written accents in the plural for reasons which follow the 
normal rules of pronunciation - see sections on Pronunciation' and ‘Stress’: 
eg. accidn/acciom* 

j.irdin. 1 jardines I garden I 


The noun caracter t character t changes its spoken sires in the plural and therefore loses 
its written accent: caracteres. 



Basic Spanish: A grammar anil workbook 2 


Ankles 

The gender of ihe noun will be shown by the ankle that is used before it. There arc two 
types of articles - definite and indefinite. Definite articles (English ‘the’) tend to be used 
with nouns that have already been mentioned while indefinite articles I English 'a/an*) 
introduce a previously unmentioned noun. Compare: 

The dog ran across the road. 

1 saw a dog in live park. 

In tl»e first sentence, the speaker is referring to a dog which both s/he and the person to 
whom s/he is speaking already know about - i.e. a specific (definite) dog; while in the 
second sentence the speaker is introducing a new topic. 

In Spanish tire form of live article changes according to both the number and gender of 
the noun with which it is used. 

The definite article 

The equivalent of English ‘the 1 has four forms in Spanish: 



Masculine 

Feminine 

Singular 

cl 

\d 

Plural 

las 

lim 


Note: Feminine nouns beginning w ith a stressed a or ha are preceded by el and not la. but 
this does not make them masculine nouns, it is just for ease of pronunciation. If another 
word comes between the article and the noun, la is used because pronunciation is no 
longer a problem. Also, las is used in the plural, 
e.g. el ugua twatcr). el haclra (a.vc). el aguila Icaglc) 
but la gran aguila. las hachas 

The indefinite article 


The equivalents of English 'a 1 , 'an' and. in the plural 'some', are: 



Masculine 

Feminine 

Singular 

un 

ut\d 

Plural 

umix 

tints 


What has been said with regard to feminine nouns beginning in stressed a or ha is also 
true for the indefinite article: 

un hue ha. un aguila 
unas hachas. unus aguila* 


eg. 

but 



Noun* and article* 3 


The plural foims unos and unas arc commonly omitted without any significant change of 
meaning las they are in English). When used, they often have the meaning of 'a few' or 
‘some’: 

e g. Hay guile-lav tn la caju. 

There are biscuits in the box. 

Ilay un<i% niriu\ en la callt. 

There are some children in the street. 


Another way of saying 'some* will be seen later. 

Un<o) and una aie also used to mean ‘one': 
e.g. Soto tengo un herinuiMi. 

1 only have one brother. 


But note that the form uno/una is used to mean ‘one’ when refeiring to a masculine 
singular noun w hen the noun itself is not mentioned: 
e.g. £Tencx un perro? 

Do you have a dog ? 

Si. lengo uimi. 

Yes. I have one. 

£Tfiom una caxu? 

Do you have a bouse? 

Si. trngo una. 

Yes, I have ooc. 


Although the use of the definite and indefinite aiticles in .Spanish is generally similar to 
their use in English, there are a number of important cases when this is not so. Here are 
some common ones. 

When referring to nouns in general 

Nouns that icfer to all the members of the relevant class usually require the use of the 
definite article, although in English the article is omitted in such cases: 

Me gusla el caff*. 

1 like coffee - i.e. all coffee in general. 

La violeiK'ia es Inaceptable. 

Violence is unacceptable - i.e. all violence. 
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El ruidcr me inulesta. 

Noise irritates me - i.c. all noise in general. 

With nouns in apposition 

When the noun refers back to the one just mentioned, the definite article is omitted: 

Juan Carlos, rev de Espaita 

Juan Carlos, the King of Spain 

Madrid, capital de EspaAa 

Madrid, the capital of Spain 

Before professions and status 

Nouns that refer to professions, occupations and status, do not normally require an 
indefinite aiticle. unless they are qualified by an adjective or other expression: 

Es medico. 

He’s a doctor. 

Es un burn medico. 

He’s a good doctor. 

Soy soltero. 

I’m a bachelor. 

Soy un soltero muv feli/_ 

I’m a very happy bachelor. 

Exercises 

I Give the appropiiatc definite aiticle form tei/la/los/las) to agree ingender and number 
with the noun: 

1 problem.! 5 cannon 9 oantidad 

2 nidus 6 poema 10 petro 

3 ciudades 7 condic tones 11 nation 

sol H 


4 


teniae 


12 casas 
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2 Give the appropriate indefinite article lomt (uuuiiauno.uiuis) to agree in gender and 
number with the noun: 


1 

Herman a 

5 

fundone* 

9 bares 

2 

ciudad 

6 

copa 

11 ) claw: 

3 

pueblo 

7 

camion 

11 tren 

4 

pie 

8 

autobus 

12 tapa 


3 Form the pluial ot' the following noun phrases. A written accent on the Final syllable of 
the singular noun will disappear in the plural: e.g. la scsion - las sesiones (see 
introductory sections on 'Pronunciation' and 'Stress'!: 


1 cl maestri) 

2 un camino 

3 la madre 

J un hacKa 


5 la pension 

6 el hermano 

7 una mano 

S el nupa 


9 elaboelo 

10 lacancWia 

11 un hotel 

12 una habilaciiin 


4 Complete this text by filling in the gaps with the singular form of the definite/indefinte 

article where appropriate: 

Marfa es_madrilcAa. Es_soltera. Vive cn _piso cn centre 

de Madrid._piso es ntuy grande. De 9.00 a 6.00 Marfa trahaja en 

oficina y todos los dfas toma_metro. A las 6.30 Marfa estudia ingles 

en academia y luego. a las 8 . 00 . eanta en __coro con antiga. 

5 Complete this text by filling in the gaps w ith the singular or plural form of the 

definite/indefinte article where appropriate. 

Marisol es_colombiana. Marisol vive en ___ casa en el campo. Tiene 

hija. Elena, y hijo. Juan. Marisol trahaja en_grandes 

almacenes por la martana. Elena estudia en_colegio ingles y Juan en 

instituto. niAos viajan al colegio en_autobus. Por tardes. 

Marisol limpia _casa y lava y plancha_ ropa. _niflos ayudan a 

Marisol aunque ptimero terminal)_debores del colegio. 


Cultural brief 


Greetings and farewells 

Ana is in her local market. Rosa is serving her in the fruit stall and then Ana meets a 
friend. Pepe. 

ANA. Buenas tardes. jTienen naranjas? 

ROSA: Sf y son muy dulces. tambiln tenemos unas man/anas muy buenas hoy. 

ANA: ,.A cuinto estin las naranjas? 
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ROSA: A 10 Euros. 

ANA: ,.Y las manzanas? 

ROSA: A 7 Euros. 

ANA: Bueno pues un kilo de manzanas y euro de naianjas. Tambir'n quicto un me Kin. 
ROSA: Siilo lenomos uno quo cs muy pequeho. Esiun de ofeitu y los homos vendido 
todos. 

ANA: Enionces no. Gracias y hasu luego. 

ROSA: ;Adios! 


l-l 

ANA jHola Pepe! ,Qu.' lal? 

PEPE: ;Hola Ana! Bien. gracias. ,.y nl? 

ANA: Yo lambic'n hicn., Qui' haces aqui? 

PEPE: Hoy hago yo la compra. Carmen esUt con los niflos cn el dentisla. 
ANA: Oye. tenemos que salir a cenar una noche. 

PEPE: Cuando querais. 

PEPE:; Bueno pues hasia luego! 

ANA. Venga. nos vemos. 


Key vocabulary for Unit 1 


;.a cuanto cslan ...? 

how much arc ...? 

academia (f.) 

evening school <a pnvalc business, outside mainstream education) 

ad ids 

goodbye 

«M|tII 

here 

bicn gracias 

line thanks 

huciuiv tar dev 

good aftcmtxtn/good evening 

bueno put** ... 

well then ... 

cavudo 

married 

criur 

to hive supper/dinner (evening meal) 

eulegio 

Im.J school 

compra (f.) 

shopping 

com (m.) 

choir 

cuando (fuerait 

whenever you like 

de oferia 

4Ki offer 

debtro (m.) 

homework (always plural) 

dentista (m./f.l 

dentist 

duke 

iiiecl 

CIltOfKTV 

Ihcn 
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e-tlan 

they arc 1 zee Unit 4) 

grarias 

thank you 

Sraiidcs almaccnes 

department stores 

hago 

I ikil am doing 1see Unit 4) 

hast a ItK'go 

see you later/goodbye 

hob 

hello, hi 

instituto lin.) 

secondary school 

I<» hemox ttndido l«d» 

we have sold them all 

man/ana f.) 

*PPle 

melon 

(in.) melon 

muv 

very 

naranja (f.> 

orange 

fioelie (f.) 

night 

olro 

another 

pcqueho 

small 

iQik- laves ...7 

What are you doing ...7 

iQue lal? 

How’s things? 

quiero 

I want 

xalir 

to go out 

sc pa r atio 

separated 

xf 

yes 

solo 

only 

son 

they are (see Unit 4) 

tambien 

also 

tcncinoN (que) 

we have <to> (see Unit 4) 

tic lie n ...? 

do you have ...? (zee Unit 4) 
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Note: In the dialogue there are some expressions that do not have a lot of meaning in 
themselves.they are just used in colloquial Spanish as 'discourse markers*. They are: 

iKicno OK 

oyc attracts attention, emphasizes what comes next 

purs allows you to think what to say next: also means ‘OK. then, xn that case*, used in order to 
acknowledge the last thing sa:d and then move i>n 

venga signals you want to bring the conversation to an end 

vale OK 

The veitw used in this unit will bo dealt with in detail in Units 3 and 4. 



UNIT TWO 

Numbers, times and dates 


Numbers 


You will not be able to get very far in Spanish without a knowledge of numbers, so here 
are the numbers up to 100 ; 


1 

umi 

11 

once 

y 

dm 

12 

doce 

3 

Ire* 

13 

Irece 

4 

cualro 

14 

caloric 

5 

cinco 

15 

quince 

6 

set* 

16 

diecivei* 

7 

siete 

17 

die< i vide 

s 

mho 

IS 

dicciocho 

9 

niK*>r 

19 

diecinucve 

10 

diez 

20 

veinte 

21 

>rintiuno 

40 

cuarenta 

22 

>fintidd\ 

41 

cuarenta y uno. clc. 

23 

vrinlilret 



24 

>cinticualro 

50 

ciiKuenta 

25 

tcinlicinco 

60 

veNcnla 

26 

>cinlBi ; w. etc. 

70 

velenla 



HO 

ochenta 

30 

treinta 

90 

novcnla 

31 

treinta y uno 



32 

treinta y do*. etc. 

100 

cienUo) 


The only number that changes form is uno. which has the feminine form una. Remember 
the uno loses its -o before a noun. 

uno must always agree in gender with the noun that follows it. even when it forms part 
of another number: 



Basic Spanish: A grammar and wxtikbtxik 10 


Tiene ve inti tin aftos. 

She is 21 years old. 

Hay i einliuna casas. 

There arc 21 houses. 

Notice that numbers 21 to 29 are written as one word in modern Spanish. You may come 
across some older spellings where they appear as separate words: 
e.g. vrinte) dos 22 

veinte ) who 28 

A hundred is either den or ciento depending on the context in which it is uscd.\Vl>en it is 
followed by a plural noun.it is den: 

e g- cien hotnbris 100 men 

cien casas 100 houses 


When it is followed by another number, it is ciento. 

c.g. ciento vcintiocho 128 


The exception to this rule is lOO.OOO.which is den mil. 

Numbers above 100 are as follows: 

21 X1 dusetrnto* 

idoscienta* before a feminine plural nouni 


Similarly: 

31X1 trcscicntos 
41X1 cualrocientu* 
51X1 quinicnlo* 
61X1 srisdentos 
71X1 seiecicntos 
81X1 odweimtos 
91X1 novccicntu* 
1.000 mil 

2.000 doe mil 

1 (8X1.01X1 on miU6n 

It is very easy to combine numbers in Spanish: 

105 dentu ciiuxi 
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256 

389 

1.247 

2.321 

1.750.459 


dosrienlos ciiKuenla y sets 
Irtscienlos ochridii v nurse 
mil doscienlus cuamitu v siele 
dos mil Ircwkiilos srmtiuno 

un mil Ion seleeienlus limumtj mil euulroeienlus liiuucnla y nurse 


Notice that ihe only place y occurs; is between lens and units. 

Note: In number a full slop is used lo mark off thousands or millions, when in 
English we would use a comma. The comma is used where we would use lire decimal 
point in English (e.g. 12.6'i el dote coma sels por c lento - ‘twelve point six per cent' >. 

Using the above examples you should now he able to say any number in Spanish that 
you are likely to nced. 


Telling the time 

This is very straightfoiward in Spanish. 

If it is on the hour: 

Es la una. 

It's one o'clock. 

Son las dos. 

It’s two o'clock. 


Son las Ires. 

It's three o'clock, etc. 

Note the use of es in the case of one o'clock and son in all other cases. 

To express a number of minutes past the hour v is added to the above, followed by the 
appropriate number: 

Son las ocho j veinte. 

It is twenty past eight. 

Son las tres y cinco. 

It is five past three. 

Es la una y die/. 

It is ten past one. 
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A< in English ‘quarter past’ and 'half past' are usually expressed with words rather than 
with the numbers themselves: 

Son las doce y media. 

It's half past twelve. 

Son las siete y cuarto. 

It’s quarter past seven. 

To express a number of minutes before tire hour menus is used in the same way as y: 

Son las Ires menus cinco. 

It's five minutes to three. 

Es la una menus cuarto. 

It's quarter to one. 

If you want to specify the part of the day you are referring to you can add to the above 
expressions: 

dr la manana morning 

dr la lurdr afternoon, roughly until dark 

dr la nixhr after dark 


Instead of son las doce de la nochc you can say es medianochc and instead of son las 
dote de la mahana you can say es mediodia. 

You cannot add fractions to midnight or midday like you do in English: ‘half past 
midnight’ = las doce y cuarto de la noche (not 'medianochc y cuarto) 

If you want to say ‘at’ a certain time as opposed to ‘it is...', you just replace es or son 
with a: 


a las die/ y media de la mamma 

at 10.30 a.m. 

a medianoehe 
at midnight 

Two useful expressions to remember are sobre iabout) and en punto (precisely): 

sobre las ocho 

about eight o'clock 

a las dos en punto 
at two on live dot 
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The 24-hour clock is used in the same circumstances as in English, for example when 
announcing depaituie times of trains or planes: 
tf.g. I-ax trece veintiseb 

thirteen twenty-si.\ 



Days of the Week 

The days of ihe week are as follows: 

domingo 

Sunday 

tunes 

Monday 

mattes 

Tuesday 

m it-rt ole* 

Wednesday 

jueves 

Thursday 

vie rues 

Friday 

sabado 

Saturday 

Nolice lhal capital Icilers are not used unless the word comes al ihe beginning of like 
senlenee. 

The days of ihe week are all masculine nouns and to say 'on Monday' ihe definite 
aniele el is used: 

c.g. el tunes 

on Monday 

To say 'on Mondays' (i.e.regularly, every week) ihe definite article is used with the 
plural noun: 

c.g. Icn luiu'% on Monday* 


Months of the year 

Months are also masculine nouns and like days are written with small letters: 

cnero 

January 

febrero 

February 

niur/o 

March 

■brfl 

April 

mayo 

May 

junto 

June 

julio 

July 
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a^o'lo 

seipitieinbre* 

octubre 

noriembre 

diiitrabri 


August 

September 

October 

November 

December 


•The Spanish for ’September’ can be spelt either with or without the p. The more modem 
spelling is setiemhre. 
cn is used to say ’in...’: 

c.g. i*n julio in July 


Dates 

To ask tire date you could say either. 

;.Qu<; fecha es hoy? 

In which ease the answer might be: 

Es el dos de mayo. 

It is the second of May. 

Or you could say: 

;A que estamos? 

In this ease tire answer would be: 

Estamos a dos de mayo. 

It is the second of May. 

The first of the month is commonly expressed by el uno de. but el prinrero is also found. 

El uno de dkieinbre. 

El prinrero de dicicmbre. 

If you want to add the year to the date, it is normally joined to the date by de. 
f K 


II doer de marro de do\ mil uno. 
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Exercises 


1 Wriie the following numbers in full: 


1 

5 6 

14 

11 

18 

2 

10 7 

52 

12 

145 

3 

27 8 

67 

13 

269 

4 

30 9 

76 

14 

12 

5 

46 10 

102 

15 

313 

2 Write the following numbers in figures: 



1 

trcinta y ocho 

9 

doxcicntov sexenta v dox 


2 

cuarvnta y sc is 

10 

mil trcxcicntax cuatro 


3 

once 

11 

quimcnUM vcintiuno 


4 

vcnlivirxo 

12 

trcinta y cuatro 


5 

Mrsenta y Ires 

13 

cicnto trcinta v tre* 


6 

uchcnta y siclc 

14 

noventa y xeix 


7 

xetenta y nuevc 

15 

novccicntox ocho 


8 

ciento cinco 





Write the following dates in full: 


1 

27-4-1978 5 

30 1 1856 

9 

3 8 1992 

2 

1332004 6 

15 11 2006 

10 

10 7 2001 

3 

25-5-1964 7 

116 2003 

11 

16 9-2002 

4 

14 2-2000 8 

22-10 1999 

12 

1 12-1987 

•1 Write the following times in the 24-hour clock <e.g. 

1 13:15 6 

14:13’ las catorce tree*): 

12:35 

2 

02:10 

7 

07:50 


3 

17:45 

8 

14:05 


4 

04:30 

9 

01:55 


5 

15:20 

10 

16:35 


5 Write the following times in Spanish in full using the 12-hour clock te.g. twelve 
minutes past one la una y docei: 
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2 

3 

4 

5 


quarter pail mx 
ten past eight 
twenty pait eleven 
quarter to twxi 
live past seven 


6 twenty-five pa»l three 

hall past one 

8 ten to twelve 

9 twenty-five to four 
10 five to ten 


Cultural brief 

Dun ile fiesta en Es/nina 

En Espafia hay muchos dias especialcs durante el afio. En estos dfas I os espafiolcs 
normalmente no trabajan. Los mas impoflanies son: 

• 1 de enero 

dla de Afio Nuevo. Fiesta en toda Espafia. 

• 6 de enero 

dla de Reyes. Los espaftoles dan los rcgalos de Navidad en esta I'echa. Los Reyes 
Magos vicnen durante la noelie del dla 5 al dla 6. Fiesta en toda Espafia. 

• 19 de mar/o 

dla de San JosA. Es el dla del padre. En la Comunidad Valenciana tambiAn son 
Las Fallas, sus fiestas regionales. En algunas comunidadcs autAnomas. como 
Andalucla. Asturias y Baleares no es fiesta, aunque eelcbran el dla del padre. 

• I de mavo 

dla del trabajo. Fiesta en loda Espafia. 

• primer domingo de mayo 

dla de la niadre. Fiesta en toda Espafia. 

• 25 de julio 

dla de Santiago ApAstol. patron de Espafia. Fiesta en toda Espafia. 

• 15 de agosto 

dla de la AscensiAn de la V'irgcn. En machos pueblos y eiudades de Espafia se 
ongani/an muehas aetividades este dla. 

• 12 de tietubre 

dla del Pilar, patrona de Espafia. Fiesta en toda Espafia. 

• 1 de noviembre 

dla de Todos los Samos. Fiesta en loda Espafia. 

• 6 de diciembre 

dla de la ConstitueiAn. Fiesta en toda Espafia. 

• 8 de diciembre 

dla de la Inmaeulada ConcepciAn. Fiesta en toda Espafia. 

• 25 de diciembre 

dia de Nav idad. Fiesta en toda Espafia. 
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Ademas de estos dins tambifn son fiesta el Jueves Santo y Viernes Santo. En algunas 
comunidadcs autdnomas cambian cl Jueves Santo por cl Lunes de Paseua. Cada 
Contunidad AuMSnoma tiene tanthiln su propio dia de fiesta. 


Key vocabulary for Unit 2 


activUljd if.) 

activity 

algiinfa 

some 

aunque 

although 

celebrar 

celebrate 

Comunidad |Autonoina| (f.) 

Autonomous Community (regional division in Spain j 

durante 

during 

f«ha (f.) 

date 

fievta (f.) 

holiday lax in dia de fiestaotherwise means ’party* 

navidad <f.) 

Christmas 

norma lincnte 

normally 

organi/ar 

organize 

patrdn/a 

patron vaint 

regain Im.) 

present 

Reyes [Magus] Im. I 

the Three Wise Men. the Magi 

trabujar 

to wxuk 

vienm 

|thcy| come 

The festivities 

dia de Ano Nuevo 

New Year’s Day 

dia de la Ascension de la Vir^ft 

Axcenxion Day 

dia de la Conxtitucidn 

Constitution Day 

dia de la Inmoculoda Concepcion 

Immaculate Conception Day 

dia de la niadre 

Mother*x Day 

dia de Navidad 

Chrixtmax Day 

dia del padre 

Father’s Day 

dia de Rev ex 

Hpiphanv 

dia de Santiago Apfotol 

St Janes’ Day 

dia de Todox las Santos 

All Saints Day 
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dia del Irabu jo 
Jnem Santo 
lames de Puctt 
Vicrau Santo 


Intcmaln>nal workers' Day 
Good Thursday 
Hastcr Monday 
Gixid f : riday 



UNIT THREE 

Subject pronouns and present tense of regular 

verbs 


Veit's in Spanish change their endings 10 indicate the subject - i.c. the person who is 
doing the action. This means, that it is not always necessary to use subject pronouns - T. 
’you’, lie’, ’she’, etc. However, one significant difference between Spanish and English 
that needs to be understood before we can look in more detail at vert's is the various ways 
of saying ’you’. 


How to say ‘you’ in Spanish 

Deciding how to address someone is more complicated in Spanish than in English. There 
are singular and plural forms depending on how many people you are talking to and there 
are also diffeient forms depending on how formal or familiar you want to be. so in total 
there are four possibilities for translating the word ‘you’ in standard Spanish: 

• When you are speaking to someone you know well, such as family or friends, you 

would use live familiar form, and when you are talking to a stranger or to someone 
with whom you want to maintain a certain level of formality, you would use the 
formal one. 

• When you are using the familiar fomi of address, the w ord for ’you’ when addressing 

one person is tu and if you are addressing more than one person you must use 
vosotros 01 vosotras. 

• Vosotros is like used when addressing two or more people who are all masculine or 

when addressing two or more people when some are masculine and some are 
feminine. 

• Vosotras is used when addressing two or more people who are all feminine. 

For example, if you were talking to your parents, you would use vosotros. as one is 
masculine and one is feminine, but if you were talking to your sisters, you would use 
vosotras. 

Since verb endings in Spanish are distinctive and unambiguous, the use of the 
pronouns tu and vosotros is not common. 

When you are talking to a stranger or to someone w ith whom you wish to be more 
formal, you must use usted. and when addressing two or more people, ustedes. 

listed is used with the same verb ending as ‘lie’ and 'she', while ustedes is used with 
the same verb ending as ’they’, so in order to avoid any ambiguity, it is sometimes 
necessary to include these with the verb. 

listed is usually abbreviated in writing to Vdj'l'd. and ustedes to Vds/Cds. 
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The tendency in Spain at the moment seems to Ire that tire familiar forms <tu and 
VMOtros) are being used more and more at the expense of Vd. and Vds. This is 
paitieularly nue among young people. However, in case of doubt, the recommendation, 
especially among adults, is to use Vd. In this ease, you will never lose face. 

Subject pronouns 

We have already seen the various forms of tire word ‘you’ in Spanish, so now we can 
look at the complete list of subject pronouns. 

Traditionally pronouns and verbs are displayed in the three 'persons'. In the singular. 
T is the 'first person*, 'you' is the second person, and 'he/she’ is the third person. The 
first person plural is ‘we*, the second person plural is 'you' (remember that in English 
'you* can be singular or plural) and the third person plural is 'they'. 

The subject pronouns in Spanish are as follows: 

Singular 


1 

yo 

1 



tu 

you 

l familiar) 

3 

cl 

he 

(or ‘it* when refecting to a mate, object) 

4 

ella 

she 

(or ‘it* w hen referring to a fern, object! 


listed 

>XHI 

I formal! 

Plural 



1 

nasot r ovnu\ul r as 

wc 

imasc/fem.) 

2 

vosotrmA asotras 

von 

imasc/feni. pi., familiar) 

3 

cllos 

they 

imasc. people or objects) 


das 

they 

1 fem. people or objects 1 


listed!'* 

you 

(formal, pi.) 


Note: Tire masculine plural forms nosotros and cllos must be used when referring to two 
or mote people (or objects I when souse are masculine and some are feminine, as 
explained above w ith reference to vosotros. 

Regular verbs 

Verbs that follow certain rules and whose forms arc therefore predictable, are called 
'regular verbs'. Once you have learnt the pattern of regular verbs you can confidently use 
any regular verbs in tl»e same way. 

There ate three categories of regular verbs in Spanish: -ar. -er. and -ir verbs. The -ar. 
-er and -ir refer to the endings of these verbs in their infintive form. i.e. the form that you 
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will find in the dictionary as the basis of the verb and which can be translated as *to...\ 
e.g. trabajar 'to work'. 

There is a set of endings that correspond to each of these three types of verbs, and the 
endings correspond to the three 'persons’ explained above. 

The -ar group is by far the largest group of verbs and nearly all the verbs in this group 
are regular. 

Here is the present tense of tlse regular -ar verb trabajar in the singular: 


l*t person 

1)0) 

Iralwjo 

1 work 

2 nd person 

II*) 

trahaji/ 

you work (one penoo. familiar) 

3rd person 

(«> 

trahaji 

he works 


• ellai 

truhaja 

she works 


(Vd.) 

Ira baja 

you work (one person, formal) 


Notice that the endings are distinctive for 'I ’and the familiar 'you', so there is really no 
need to include the subject pronouns yo and tu. unless you want to add emphasis 
e.g. / wink, but you do niK work. 

Yo trabajo pero ni no trabajav 


He', 'she' and the polite ‘you 1 all use tire same form. So if there is any possible 
ambiguity, you may need to include lire subject pronoun, 
e.g. Vd. trabaja cn el banco £no? 

You work in the bank.don't you? 


Without the Vd. in tire above example tire sentence could have meant He works in the 
hank, doesn't he?' or ‘She works in the bank, doesn’t she?’. 

Often the context of the sentence makes the meaning clear and it is not necessary to 
include the pronoun. 

Here is the present tense of tire regular -ar verb trabajar in the plural: 

I si person inusolrus'nosotras) Irabu junto < wc work 

2 nd person I vuvotrm'viisotrasl trabujnii you work I familiar pi. I 

ltd person letlusi Irabajnn they work Imasc.) 


i •'Has i 
l Yds. l 


InbuMiH they work item.I 

IrabuMH you work l formal pi. > 


What has been said above with reference to the possible ambiguity of the third person of 
the verb applies to the plural as to the singular. 

Now that you know the pattern of a regular -ar verb, you could form the present tense 
of any other regular -ar verb: 
e.g. baltlar (o speak' 

hals'ii I 


speak 
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habki; 

you speak 

hMa 

he .'she speaks, you speak 

habla/Ji/M 

we speak 

huhlm 

you speak 

kibln 

they speak. >x»u speak 


Hero arc some other regular -ar verbs lhat you could now use: 


huscar 

to look for 

estudiar 

to study 

cantar 

to sing 

mirur 

to look a 

compear 

to buy 

nadar 

to swim 

desayunar 

lo have breakfast 

toinar 

to take 

escuchar 

to listen 

siajar 

to travel 


You will have the chance to practise using some of these verbs in the exercises at the end 
of this unit. 

Now that you know how the present tense of regular -ar veitos w ork, you will have no 
problem with the other two categories. Here are the endings for regular -er and regular -ir 
verbs: 

•er •ir 

•o -cmas *o -imus 

•e -o •» 

■c -cn -tn 


Here are examples of regular -er and -Ir verbs: 


comer (to eat\ 


vhir (to live) 


co mo 

1 cat 

vivo 

Hive 

comets 

you eat 

vim 

yxiu live 

come 

etc. 

lilt 

etc. 

cumeinos 


liiinuis 


comeis 


\i\i% 


comen 


liitn 


Other regular -er and -ir verbs are: 

be her 

to drink 


leer 


to read 


vender 


to sell 
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cscribir 


to WTite 


Exercises 


I Complete the following sentences choosing the appropriate vert* ending for cantor (to 
sing tin accordance with the information given (you have to decide whether to use the 
tu /I'd. form or the vosotros Aids.): 


1 

Father talking to daughter 

Cunt_ 

muy bicn. 

2 

Child talking to gtandmtrthcr 

Cunl_ 

muy bicn. 

3 

Mu vie master talking to pupil 

Cunt_ 

muy bicn. 

4 

Pupil talking to mu vie master 

Cunt— 

muy bicn. 

5 

Casting manager to vingerv in audition 

Cunt— 

muy bicn. 

6 

Child to his school friends 

Cunt— 

muy bicn. 

7 

Father to his von and friends 

Cunt_ 

muy bicn. 

8 

One singer to other singer friends 

Cunt 

muy bicn. 

9 

Conductor to opera diva 

Cunt 

muy bicn. 

10 

Wife to husband 

Cun._ 

muy bicn. 

2 Choose the correct subject for tire verb form given: 


1 

i labia demasiado rapodo 

<mi hermana. nosotrov. lov mhos) 

2 

Cantamos muy mal 

tcllos. Pedro y yo. Udv.) 


3 

Bailan valva 

(Uds.. Maria Ud.) 


4 

No Ucvais corbala 

(nosotros. cllas. vosotros) 


5 

A mas los animales 

<Uds.. tu. vosotros) 


6 

Estudio evpanol 

(Juan. Ud.. yo> 


7 

Escuchan musica 

(Maria y yo. Udv.. vosotros) 


8 

Contesta la pregunta 

(cl. yo. tu t 


9 

Trabajas mucho 

(vosotrav. tu. ell a) 


10 

No fumamov 

(nosotros. vosotros. ellov) 



3 Provide the coirect endings for the verbs: 

1 l Elios) cant_ 

2 (Vosotros) habl_ 

3 iTii) bail_ 

(Vds.) i 


(canlar) 
lluhlor) 
l bailor) 
Iconics tar) 


4 
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5 

(Yo) excuch_ 

lescuclur) 

6 

(Nosotros) ettudi 

lotudiar) 

7 

(Ellas) fura_ 

(fumar) 

8 

(cl) trabaj 

llrabujor) 

9 

lEllla) llev 

(Uevar) 

10 

llld.) am_ 

tamarj 


4 Choose ihc right verb form for each sentence: 

1 Marfa espaftol. (habla. fumas. viajani 

2 Pedro y yo salsa muy bien. (saludais. bailamos. lav an) 

3 lid._el cheque, (hablas. Anna, trabajoi 

4 El hetmano de Mario una easa en Madrid. (fumo. viajas. compra) 

5 Yo a Santander en verano. ibusca. viajo. llenan) 

6 lids. _el tabaco. (odian. amas. admirals) 

7 La pelfcula_a las 7.00. (aeaban. llcno. temiina) 

8 Rocfo y tu_rnueho. (llenan. eantamos. trabajiiisi 

9 Elena y Marisol por teldfono. (escuchlis. Iiablan, contests) 

10 Nosotras a los Reyes, (admiramos. antis. Iiablan) 

5 Complete each sentence with the correct present tense form of these verbs in 

1 1 _el coche? (vender. td> 

2 _a las 2.30 todos los dfas. (comer, nosotros) 

3 Siempre vino con la comida. (beber. ellos) 

4 .Qud bien. . el Palacio Real desde el sal6n! (ver. vosolros) 

5 ____ todas las noches antes de dormir. (leer, yo) 

6 _dinero a su madre. (debet. ella) 

7 Si un vaso. tienen que pagar mds. (romper, lids.) 

8 _el maratdn de Madrid todos los alios, (correr. >51) 

9 1 _las camisas? (coser. vosotros) 

10 Nunca lo que explico. (comprender. tu) 

11 _ingles en una academia, (aptender. nosotros) 

12 . siempre las matemdtieas. (suspender, yo) 

13 al garaje por esa puerta. (acceder. Ud.) 

14 <_en Dios? (ereer. lids.) 

15 demasiado de vuestros padres, (depender. vosotros) 

6 Do the same with the following -ir verbs in the present tense: 

1 taijetas a mis amigos en Navidad. (eseribir. yo) 

2 _en una easa en el campo. (vivir. ellos) 
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sus pinturas on este museo? (exhibit. Ud.) 
al juicio sin testigos. (acudir. el) 
tus promesas. tcuntplir. tut 
la reunion mafiana? (presidir. Uds.) 
cheques? (admitif. vosotros) 
fumar en el trabajo. (prohibir. nosotros) 
la tienda a lav 9.JO. (abrir. ellos) 
los precios. (cubit. Uds.) 
mds cosas a la lista? (aftadir. nosotros) 
criticas. (admitir. vosotios) 
las consecuencias. (asumit.ella) 
al Si Pttez en su despacho? (recibir. Ud.) 
la reunkSn? (intcriumpit. yo) 

7 Complete the following text with the appioptiate form of the vetb given in brackets: 
Soy estudiante de esparto!. _ tapiender) cspaftol potque _ (ttabajat) en 
una empresa intcmacional y . (necesitat) hablat con clientes espafioles. Mi 

emptesa _ (vender) otdenadoies. Yo_(recibir) los pedidos 

intemacionales. 

Estoy easada. Mi marido (tiabajar) en un banco, tenemos dos hijos y 
(vivit) en Bristol. 

Mi marido y yo leonteri en el trabajo y los niftos_(comer) en el 

colegio aunque pot la noehe_(cenar) todos juntos en casa. Despuifs de ccnar 

los niftos_ (ver) la televisidn. mi marido normalmente tleeriel 

pcriddico y yo_(estudio) esparto!. 

Los fines de semana mi marido y yo . (Ilevar) a los niftos fuera de la ciudad. 
Ellos_Horten) por el campo mientras nosotros tpasear). 


3 L— 

4 _ 

5 No 

6 i_ 

8 

9 _ 

10 

11 i_ 

12 No 

13 

14 4_ 

15 1 _ 


Cultural brief 


Lu familiti espufioltt 

Para los espaftoles la familia es muy importante. Cuando los espaftoles nuncionan a "la 
familia" se refteren no sdlo a los padres y hermanos sino tambtfn a los abuelos. los tfos y 
los primos. Las familias estin muy unidas entre diferentes generaciones y parientes. Las 
familias espaftolas no ticnen la movilidad de otras familias europeas y normalmente todos 
viven ccrea. Si viven en la misma ciudad. los niftos visitan a rnenudo a sus tfos. primos y 
abuelos. Cuando viven lejos las visitas son menos frccuentes pero siempre mantienen el 
contacto. Los abuelos normalmente cuidan a los niftos pequeftos mientras los padres 
trabajan o durante las vacaciones y todavia en muchas familias los abuelos viven. con sus 
hijos. en la misma casa que sus nietos. 
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Key vocabulary for Unit 3 


a nu iuido 

often 

cerea 

close 

contacto ira.) 

contact 

cuindo 

when 

difervnte 

different 

durante 

during 

entre 

Krtween. among 

cur open 

europcan 

familia (f.J 

family 

frccucnte 

frequent 

Rcni'raciiin ll’.j 

generation 


English 

lejos 

far away 

man truer 

to maintain 

menus 

less 

miottrax 

while, whilst 

misnio 

same 

niovilidad (f.) 

mobility 

no solo 

not only 

olro 

other 

pari cute Im.) 

relative 

pcqucriu 

small 

prime ro 

first 

sc refieren 

they are referring to 

siemprt* 

always 

sirui tamhicn 

but also 

todavia 

still 

todo 

all 

unido 

united, close together 

vei (f.) 

time, occasion 

vivir 

to live 
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Kinship terms 




Feminine 

Manutine 

Both 

grandparent 


abucla 

ubuelo 

abuelos 

parent 


mad re 

padre 

padres 

sibling* 


heTin ana 

hermano 

hermanos 

uncle/aunt 


tiu 

tio 

tfos 

cousin 


prinia 

primo 

primus 

sislcr.’brother • in • law 


cufiada 

cunado 

cunado* 

parent* in law 


suegra 

vuegro 

suegros 

daughter son ■ in • law 


tiuera 

>erm» 

n/a 



Verbs in - 

ar (regular) 


acabar 

to finish 


interevar 

to interest 

act liar 

to act 


lavar 

to wash <up> 

admirar 

to admire 


llenar 

to fill tup) 

a mar 

to low 


llevar 

to take 

a>udar 

to help 


marcliar 

to leave, to go 

baflar 

to dance 


mirar 

to look at 

hussar 

to look for 


mencionar 

to mention 

ramhiar 

to change 


nadar 

to swim 

cantar 

to sing 


odiar 

to hate 

cumprar 

to buy 


pagar 

to pay 

contevtar 

to answer 


plans liar 

to iron 

cuidar 

to look after 


preparar 

to prepare 

de jar 

to leave 


regresar 

to return 

desayunar 

to have breakfast 

saiudar 

to greet 

cscuchar 

to listen to 


tenninar 

to finish 

csludiar 

to study 


toniar 

to take 

firniar 

to sign 


trabajar 

to work 

fumar 

to smoke 


via jar 

to travel 

hablar 

to talk 


visitar 

to visit 




UNIT FOUR 

Present tense of some common irregular verbs 


Not all verbs follow ihe same pattern us those explained in Unit 3 and unfortunately there 
is no short eut - you simply have to leant these as you come across them. Many of these 
verbs are in common use. so you will soon become familiar with them. 

Here are some of the most common irregular verbs. Tltey are set out in the six persons 


explained in Unit 3: 

ir 

tetter 

ser* 

e*tar A 

to RO 

to hove 

to he 

to he 

vov 

tengo 

*»> 

i*ioy 

vita 

liete* 

ere* 

Otis 

VII 

time 

tr* 

citsi 

v Samoa 

tencmas 

Minui* 

otimoi 

vsii* 

teiH'i* 

*oi* 

otiix 

vsui 

tienen 

MID 

otin 


•The difference between these two verbs is explained later in this unit and more fully in 
Unit 8. 

The following verbs are only irregular in the first person singular, and after that they 
follow the same pattern as regular verbs: 

dar to give doy. das. da. damos. etc. 

haccr to make/to do hac°- haces. hucr. etc. 

pooer to put pontto. pones, pone. etc. 

saber* to know se. suites, suite, etc. 


conocer* to know 


comi/co. cornices, cornice, etc 


•The difference between these two vetbs is explained later in this unit. 

Other verbs ending in -cer and -cir follow the same pattern as eonoeer in the first 
person singular. 


c.g. 

parcccr <to seem) 

puri'wo 


conducir l to drive) 

comlir/.co 


traducir (to translate) 

tradu/xo 


producir (to produce) 

prudu/xo 
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This is nol an exhaustive list of irregular verbs, but they are some of the most common 
ones that you will want to use from the beginning of your study of Spanish. Other 
irregular verbs will be pointed out as they occur. 


ser and estar 

These two verbs meaning 'to be‘ have quite distinct uses in Spanish, soiik of which are 
obv ious and some of which are less so to the non-native speaker. They will be dealt with 
in greater depth in a later unit, but for the moment we will look at some of live most basic 
differences between them that you will need to he aware of from an early stage, 
ser is used to express permanent characteristics of a person or object: 

Maria es guapa. 

Maria is pretty. 

Soy espaAol. 

1 am Spanish. 

La casa es grande. 

The house is big. 

estar is used to express temporary states: 

iComo estiis? 

How are you? 

No estoy contento. 

I am not pleased. 

estar is also used for positions and locations, whether they are temporary or permanent: 

Madrid esta en F.spaha. 

Madrid is in Spain. 

I-os libras estiin en la mesa. 

Hie hooks are on tlie table. 

Ml madre esta en la cocina. 

My mother is in the kitchen. 
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See Unii 8 for a fuller explanation of the differences between ser and estar. 


saber and conocer 

The vert) saber means 'io know' in rise sense of '10 know a fact’: 

,*.Sabes su nombre? 

Do you know his name? 

No sd la respuesta. 

I don’t know the answer. 

It also means "to know how to’: 

,*.Sabes toear el piano? 

Do you know how to play the piano? (Can you play the piano?) 

No sabentos nadar. 

We can't swim. 

The verb conocer means ‘to know’ in the sense of ‘to be acquainted with' or 'to Ire 
familiar with’: 


iConoces Madrid? 

Do you know Madrid? 

Conozco las obras de Cervantes. 
I know the works of Cervantes. 


Exercises 

Is it ser or estar? Put in tl>e correct form of live verb: 

1 Barcelona_en la costa mcditeiranea. 

2 Londres la capital del Reino Unido. 

3 Lola y yo hermanas. 

4 Pepe y td_en Madrid. 

5 lids._ingenieros. ,.no? 

6 Rocfo ___ muy alia. 

7 La pelota_en el jardfn. 

8 Estos /.apatos muy bonitos. 
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9 Yc»_de Madrid. 

10 Tu un poco dcptimido. j. verdad? 

2 Complete the following text with the appropriate form of ser or cstar: 

Madrid la capital do Esparta. Madrid_en el centra de la Penlsula 

Iterica. una ciudad muy bonita y muy grande. En Madtid el 

Parlamento cspariol pern como tambitfn una comunidad auttinoma tambilo 
tiene su propio gobieroo. Madrid una ciudad llena de cultura y arte. El 

Museo del Prado_ en el centra de Madrid y uno de los museos de 

pintura mas impoitantes del mundo. En Madtid adcm&s el Museo Reina 
Sofia (de arte contentporineo) y el Museo Thyssen. 

3 Complete the following descriptions with the appropriate form of tener. ser or estar: 

1 Este chieo de la fotografla mi hermano Mario. Mi hermano_casado con 

Elena. Mario y Elena ___ una hija. Roefo. Mario_eoonomista y Elena 

profcsora. Roefo die? aftos y_una nifla muy simpdtica. Roefo 

muchas amigas en el colegio. Mario y Elena viven en Madrid peto 
una casa en L’ Ampolla para el verano. L’ Ampulla en Tarragona. 

2 La easa de Mario y Elena muy giande._cuatro dormitoiios. dos salones. 

tres cuartos de baflo. una cocina y un comedor. La casa_dos pisos y un atico. 

El euatto de Roefo rasa y_mocha luz y. Los salones. la cocina y el 

comedor en el piso de abajo. La cocina_una pueita que da al jar din. 

•1 Rewrite the following sentences changing the subject as indicated in the brackets: 

1 Das a Maria un regalo. (yo) 

2 lid. Hace mui ho depone, tellos) 

3 Voy a la compra mi) 

4 No dan de comer a los patos. (Ud.t 
5 1 Pones la mesa ? (yo) 

6 Doy dinero a Unicef todos los meses. (nosorros) 

7 ^Hacemos la contpra? < vosotros) 

8 ,.Van Uds. a Barcelona mafiana? <dlt 

9 Ponemos siempre demasiada sal en la comida. (Vds.t 

10 Vamos al cine esta noehe. (ella) 

5 Saber or conocer? Put in the correct form of the verb: 
nadar? ltd) 

a mi padre? (vosotros) 

_chino. (yo) 

.Sevilla? (Uds.) 

_esa novela, (yo) 

muy bien esa ripera. (ellost 
tocar el piano, (ella) 

_ a Alvaro, (nosotrost 


2 c- 

3 No 

4 6 - 

5 No 

6 _ 

7 _ 

8 No 
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9 _culndo es cl examcn. (Maria) 

10 Espafta muy bicn. (Ud.i 

6 Fill in ihc gaps with ihc appropriate verb (some of these verbs are needed more than 
once>: 

Tuier hater liiir ser conocer ir eslar 


Yo muy bicn a la familia de Luis. Luis en la ciudad de Panami con 

su familia. casado eon Rosa y_dos hijos. una nirta y un niflo. Laura 

__ 20 altos y_ medicina en la universidad de Columbus. Juan _ I <> 

altos y_lodavfa en el colegio. Luis empresario y Rosa 

dentista. 

Luis y Rosa_ itHK.hu a Espafta porque a mucha gente allf y 

muchos amigos. En Espafta Valladolid. Madrid y Granada muy bicn. Luis 
muehos negocios en Madrid. 


Cultural brief 


Las comtutidades auldnomas 


Espafta estd dividida en 19 comunidades autdnomas. Cada comunidad autlktonta ticne su 
propio parlamento y su propio gobieino aunque todas cstin representadas en el gobierno 
central, que esta en Madrid. Algunas comunidades autbmas tienen tamhiln su propia 
lengua; en Galicia csti el gallego. en Cataluha tienen el Catalan y en el Pats Vasco hablan 
el vasco. Catulurta y el Pats V'aseo tienen. adenitis. su piopia policta. Las dos 
comunidades auldnomas ntenos conocidas fuera de Espafta son la de Ceuta y la de 
Melilla. dos teiritorios cspaftoles que estdn en el none de Africa. 

Nombre Ciudades nuts import,titles 

C.A. de .Madrid Madrid 


C.A. de Galicia La Coruna. Pootevcdra. Lugo. Orcnsc 

C.A. de Cantabria Santander 


Princrpado de Asturias 
Pats Vasco 
C.A. de La Rxya 
C. Foral de Navarra 
C.A. de Aragon 
C.A. de Calaluiia 
C. Valenciana 
C.A. de Murcia 


Oviedo 

Bilbao. San Sebaitian. Vitoria 

Logrono 

Pamplona 

Zaragoza. Ilueica. Teruel 
Barcelona. Tarragona. Lenda. Gerona 
Valencia. Castellan. Alicante 
Murcia 
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C.A. de Andalucia 

C.A. dc Hxtrcmadur j 

C.A. dc Castilla-La 
Mancha 

C.A. dc Castilla-Leon 

C.A. Balcar 
C.A. dc Canarias 
C.A. dc Ceuta 
C.A. dc Melilla 


Huelva. Cadiz. Malaga. Granada. Almeria. Jacn. Cordoba. Sevilla 
Caccrcs. Badajoz 

Cuenca. Guadalajara. Albacctc. Toledo. Ciudad Real 

Valladolid. Palcncia. Burgas. Leon. Soria. Avila. Salamanca. Segovia. 
Zamora 

Ibiza. Palma 

Lax Palmas dc Gran Canaria. Santa Cruz de Tenerife 

Ceuta 

Melilla 


adema* 
arte (m.) 
atico im.) 
aunque 
ayudar 
C. 

C.A. 

cadu 

cocina i. f.> 

comedor (m.) 

comunklad uutonoma (f.) 

cuarto Im.) 

cuarto de baiio 

cultura (f.) 

dc portc (m.) 

drprimklo 

ditklido 

impresario 

Miormc 

gobicr no (m.) 

invitar 


Key vocabulary for Unit 4 

at well, besides 

ait 

loft 

although 

to help 

comunidad 

comunidad autdnoma 

each 

kitchen 

dining roam 

Autonomous Community (regional division) 

room 

bathroom 

culture 

sport 

depressed 

divided 

businessman 

vriy big 

government 

to invite 
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jar din fra.) 

garden 

kngua «f.) 

language 

lux I f.) 

liS»* 

imueo ira.) 

museum 

ncxixio fm.) 

business 

|Kirlanu nto (m.) 

parliament 

pi\o (m.) 

floor 

(Millura ff.) 

ait (painting) 

poBcfcKf.) 

police 

prreioso 

very beautiful 

propio 

own 

puerta if.) 

door 

nitu tun) 

a while 

rrpmi'nlwlo 

represented 

salon Im.i 

living room 

simpatico 

friendly 

suponer 

to suppose (conjugated like ponerl 

territorio fm.) 

territory 




UNIT FIVE 

Interrogatives 


Fomiing a question in Spanish is quiie straightforward. If a subject is expressed it is often 
placed after tlsc verb: 

.-.Times tu las liases? 

Do you have the keys? 

.’Van ustede.s a la fiesta? 

Are you going to the party ? 

This is by no means obligatory, however, and you could also say: 

.'.Tu tienes las liases? 
illstedes san a la fiesta? 

In the above examples the question looks just like a statement in the ssritten form, but 
xvith the addition of the question marks. However, when spoken, live intonation indicates 
that a question is being asked. 

When there is no subject mentioned the fact that it is a question will be indicated by 
intonation alone: 

,'Kstudias tnucho? 

Do you study a lot? 

.•.Estamos tn el centra? 

Are we in the centre? 

Notice that an inverted question mark is put at the beginning of a question in written 
Spanish, even if the question is not the start of the sentence: 

Hoy es sahadn. .'.quieres ir al cine? 

Today is Saturday, do you want to go to the cinema? 


Interrogative words 

The main interrogative words in Spanish ate as follows: 
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•cudliu^T 

;.c6ino? 

;«uu>do? 

icuantols)? 

iddade? 

4-P°r q“*'? 

;.pani que? 

iquc? 

iqutfrte*)? 


which?Avhat? 

how? 

when? 

how mucIVhow many? 

where? 

why’ 

whal for.' 

whal? 

who? 


Note: These wends always have a written accent when used as question words. 

You w ill have noticed that satire of these w ords have feminine and plural fomis. which 
means that they have to agree with the noun to which they refer: 

iCudles de los libros son tuvos? 

Which of the hooks are yours? 

.’.Cuantos hermanos tienes? 

How many brothers and sisteis do you have? 

.-.Cuantas casas hay en la calk-? 

How many houses are there in the street? 

.•Quienes son los autores? 

Who are tire authors? 


The personal a with .-.quic'n? 

When iquien? is used as the direct object (see 'Glossary of grammatical terms') of a 
verb, you must always put a before it. i.c. £a quien?: 

;A quiin esperas? 

Whoim) are you waiting for ? 

In this sentence, 'you' is the subject - i.e. the person who is doing the action of the verb - 
and ‘who!mi' is the direct object - i.e. the person who receives the action of live verb. 

No a is required before ^quit'll? if it is the subject of the verb. 

.-.Quien tiene el dinero? 

Who has tire money? 
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In English I ho distinction between ‘who?’ and 'whom?’ should really indicate when the 
personal a needs to be used, but current English usage is tending towards always using 
‘who?’ when referring to either the subject or the object. 


Some differences between ,qud? and t cuil? 

The differences between ique? and ,*.cual? can be quite problematic for non-native 
Spanish speakers, but a few basic rules will help you to avoid mistakes. 

£qud? can be used both as an adjective and a pronoun. This means it can be used with 
or w ithout a follow ing noun: 

e.g.: ;Que bora es? What tin*: (lit. ‘hour’ > is it? 

;Que quieres? What do you want? 

^cuaKesi? can only be used as a pronoun, i.e. it must not be followed directly by a noun: 

iCudl prefieres? 

Which (one) do you prefer"? 

iCudles de las canciones preflcrcs? 

Which (of the) songs do you prefer"? 

iCUil de ellos tienes ya? 

Which of them do you already have? 

So you can see that £qui£? usually conesponds to English ‘what" and icual? to English 
'which'. However, you need to be particularly careful when translating the following type 
of sentence: 

What is the problem? 

In this type of sentence tire translation of 'what' is always £cudl? and never ,’.que? 

;.C’ual es el problems? 

iqud? is only used in this type of sentence if tire question is asking for a definition of 
something rather than being equivalent to the question 'what son of ...?’: 
e.g. ;Que es eslo? 

What i» this’ lacking for a definition) 

( ( uJl es la explicacion? 

What is the explanation? 

(asking which of many possible explanations will do) 
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Exercises 

1 Taking into account the answer (given in parentheses), what is the question? 

.•.quien? ;quicnrs? i«dmo? ;dondc? ;qui? 

1 i _esfci el libro? (esUi en la mesa) 

2 j son los estudiantes de e&pafiol? (Peter y Paul) 

3 i, _cstd enfemto? lei amigo de Juani 

4 1_ _ es Barcelona? (es muy lx>nita) 

5 i _cstj Mario? (esti cn Madrid) 

6 i. tiene Lola cn la mano? (tiene las Haves) 

7 1 _ sabe la respuesta? (;yo sc‘ la respuesta!) 

8 1 _es Rocfo? (es alia y rnbia) 

9 1 _van a la fiesta? I Elena y Jcsds) 

10cscucha Angela en la radio? (el lutboll 

2 You would like to know some personal information about a person you have just met 

socially in Madrid. In Spanish (use the tu form) ask him/her: 

1 If they have brothers/sisters. 

2 Where s/he works. 

3 If s/he is married. 

4 How many children s/he has. 

5 If he lives in Madrid. 

6 How old s/he is. 

7 If s/he speaks English. 

8 If s/he knows England. 

9 What car s/he has. 

10 Where s/he comes from. 

3 You are going on a business trip to Spain. How would you express the following in 

Spanish? (Use the I'd. form when necessary.) 

1 Is Mr Ptfrez in the office? 

2 Do you know Mr Eagling? 

3 Where is the train station? 

4 What time is the train to Barcelona? 

5 When is the meeting? 

6 How arc you? 

7 Why is Mr Serrano not there? 

8 What is the meeting for? 

9 Who chain the meeting? 

10 What is the problem? 
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4 Ask j qucsiion so that the answer is the underlined information in each sentence. (Use 

tti when necessary.) 

1 Esc chieo es Juan . 

2 Las Haves cstin en el coel>c . 

3 Saludo a Maiisol . 

4 Bailo salsa muy bien. 

5 Prefiero el vino linto . 

6 La paella csta muy huena. 

7 Mario v Juan venden esas casas. 

8 Tengo ties hermanos . 

9 Mandan la carta a Julia. 

10 La boda de Juanjo y Malta es en Madrid . 

5 Complete the following dialogues with the missing interrogative words: 

MAITE: ;Hola Ana! i _<11 tal? 

ANA. jHola Maite! Oye. ,-.sabes a_(2) hora es el exarnen? 

MATTE: Es a las die/ y media pero_|3| es? 

ANA: Es en el aula 23. 

ROSA: Buenos dins.(4) cuestan ese jersey rojo y el a/.ul? 

LOLA: El rojo cuesta 40€ y el a/ul 37f.. (Si prefiere? 

ROSA: Prefiero el rojo. i (6) estan los probadores? 

LOLA: Estdn all! a la derecha. 

PEPE: Perdone. i _<7) esti la calk Serrano? 

JUAN: Estd lejos de aquk pero puede it en autobds. 

PEPE :, _(8) autobus me lleva? 

JUAN: El 70 La parada esti allf. 

LORETO: ;Hola! Me llamo Loreto y tu«. (9) te llamas? 

MAR. Me llamo Mar. j. (10) eres? 

LORETO: Soy de Cuenca ,'.y tu? 

MAR. Yo de Zaragoza. 

LORETO: i _(II) eurso haees? 

MAR. Hago ingle's t y tii? 

LORETO: Yo tamhie'n. j_ es tu profesor? (12) Mi profesor es Mr White. 

MAR. Mr White tambie'n. ,.sabes_(13) es nuestro aula? 

LORETO: Sf. la 42. 
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Cultural brief 


Los horarios espaholes 

Los Itoiunos cspaPoles son diferentes a los horarios de muchos paises europeos. Las 
ucndas. por ejcmplo. abrcn a las nuevc y media o a las die/ de la maftana y muchas 
cienan a ntediodla para comer, noinulmeme a la una y media o a las dos de la tarde y 
abrcn de nuevo a las cinco y media o a las seis y cienan a las ocho y media o nuevc de la 
noche. En invierno abren antes por la maflana y cienan antes por la noebe. En verano. pot 
el calor. los horarios eambian y abren y cienan mis tarde. En las oftcinas tantbidn 
cambian los horarios en verano y mucha gente uabaja sdlo por la nuhana. 

Los horarios de comidas tamhii'n son diferentes porque los espaAoles comen mis 
tarde. La eomida es entre las dos y las tres y media de la tarde y la cena es notmaIntente 
despuds de las nueve de la noche. 


a la derreha 

alii 

alia 

antes 

aqui 

aula if.) 

Itoda(f) 
calor <m.( 
rale (f.) 
cambiar 
carta (f.J 
ccrrar (cierranl 
coslar tcurslal 
eurso tm.i 
de nuevo 

(staciun tie Iren (f.) 
S-nte (I.) 
horario tmj 
imierno (m.J 


Key vocabulary for Unit 5 

on ihc right 

there 

tall 

before, earlier 
here 

classroom (H Krcause the first a is stressed) 

wedding 

heat 

street 

to change 

letter 

to close 

to cost 

course 

again 

train station 

people 

timetable 


winter 
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Ibvetfj 

key 

Ilevar 

to take 

mas tardt 

later 

mano (f.) 

hand 

nitK'ho 

many 

ofkina If.) 

o ITice 

per dune 

excuse me < Id. 1 

por cjcniplo 

for example 

prrsidir 

to chair 

probador (m.> 

changing room 

reunion (f.) 

meeting 

rubio 

blond 

saber 

to know 

saludar 

to greet 

tknda it.) 

shop 

(into 

red (only when referring to wine) 

veraiui im.) 

summer 

vino im.) 

wine 




UNIT SIX 
Negatives 


You have already seen examples of live basic negative in Spanish, which is formed by 
pulling no in from of the verb: 

No trabajamos. 

We do not work. 

No estoy contento. 

1 am not happy. 

More complex negative ideas can be expressed by using the negative words: 


nada 

nothing 

nadie 

nobody 

nunca 

never 

ningiino 

no. none 


nadie and nada 

nadie. meaning 'nobody', can be used as the subject or the object of the vert). When it is 
used as live subject it is normally placed after the vert) with no in front. Alternatively 
nadie can be placed in front of the verb w ithout no: 

no trabaja nadie or nadie trabaja nobody works 


nada nothing', can be used in the same way. although the second version is never used 
in everyday language: 

no lengo nada or nada tvago I have nothing 


When nada is being used as direct object of the verb it is also normally placed after the 
verb with no in front: 

No oigo nada. 

1 don’t hear anything. 

No dice nada. 

He doesn't say anything. 
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However, the sentence could possibly be ambiguous if nadie were used in the same way: 
e.g. No >r nadk. 

This could mean Nobody can see' or ‘S/he can’t see anyone' if we simply used it in the 
same way as nada. In order to avoid this ambiguity, nadic is preceded by the personal a 
when it functions as the direct object of a verb - just as we saw with the interrogative 
word ^quiln? in Unit 5. This applies whether or not there is potential ambiguity. 

No *e a nadic. She can’t in anyone. 

No miro a nadic. I’m not looking M anyone. 


n unca 

nunca. meaning 'never', can be placed after like verb with no preceding the verb, or it 
can precede the verb and be used in its own: 

no Irabaja nunca or nunca trabaja he never works 

no salgo nunca or nunca salgo I never go out 


Placing the nunca before the vert* tends to give it slightly more emphasis, but this is not a 
hard and fast rule. 


Exercises 

I Answer the following questions with nadie. nunca or nada te.g. ,*.Qu^ tienes? No 
tengo nada. I: 

1 i .A quic'n quiercs? 

2 ,‘.QU tienes ahf? 

3 Con quitfn hablas? 

4 i.Cudi*do vas al cine? 

5 ..Para quitJn es eso? 

6 i.Trabajas los sibados? 

7 i.Con qui? Utopias''? 

8 j.Qu? lees? 

9 . Tiabajas mucho? 

10 ..Tienes eambio? 

11 j.Para qutfn trabajas? 

12 jQutf comes? 

13 i.Culndo cstudias? 

14 i.\ quid* llamas ? 

15 ,.Qu£ compras? 
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2 Answer these questions with ningunnningunu: 

1 j.Tienes bermanas? 

2 iVes la Have? 

3 j Usas perfume? 

4 i.Quieies un pastel? 

5 i.Necesitas una moneda? 

6 ^Esperas un regalo? 

7 iLlcvas un bolfgrafo? 

8 jTienes un paAuelo? 

9 jNecesitas dos bolsas o una? 

10 j.Quicres ires man/anas? 

3 Respond to the following questions with nadie. nunca. ninguno'a or nada: 

1 Tengo un hermano ,.y tti? 

2 Estudio mucho ,.y tii? 

3 Tengo un billete de 5f ,'.y tu? 

4 Voy a la playa cn verano ,'.y tu? 

5 Vivo eon mi padres ,.y tu ? 

6 Tengo monedas ,.y til? 

7 Pinto cuadros ;.y ui? 

8 Colecciono sellos ,-.y tu? 

9 Admiro a Nelson Mandela jy ttl? 

10 Compro alii todos los dfasy tu? 

4 Make these sentences negative, using more than one negative word: 

Example : .Siempre compro regal os a mi lamilia rn Na> idatl. 

No compro nada a nadie nunca. 

Nunca compro nada a nadie. 

1 Siempre leen una novela. 

2 Doy siempre topa a mi hermana. 

3 Compramos el pan a menudo cn esa tienda. 

4 Llcvo a mi madre al cine los domingos. 

5 Viajan siempre con mi hermana. 

6 Leen el petirtdico todas las maflanas. 

7 Trabajan siempre mucho. 

8 Siempre cocinan para nosotros. 

9 A veces hablan con vosotros. 

10 Entiendo todo siempre. 
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Cultural brief 


Algtmoi eaereoii/MH erpaHoles 

Dicen que los espartoles siempre lucen la siesta pero no es verdad. Algunos espartolcs 
hacen la siesta, espeeialmente en verano potque la temperatura es muy alia, pero la 
mayorfa de los espaAoles que trabajan nunea tieiken tiempo para la siesta. 

La gcntc erce que todos los espaAoles bailan flamenco pero no es verdad. El flamenco 
es tipico de Andalucla y no de otras regiones de EspaAa. Muchos espaAoles nunea bailan 
flamenco o cscuchan ese tipo de mdsica y .nadie va por la calle noimalmente con un traje 
de faralaes a no set cuaikdo estdn en fiestas! 

Dicen que los espaAoles hablan alto ... es verdad jalgunas veces! cuando hay mucho 
ruido en el ambiente. 


Key vocabulary for Unit 6 


a Ho 

loud < sound j 

algunoi , a/o* l ’a* 

Mime 

ambiente in.) 

environment 

a nn nudo 

often 

a vm 

sometimes 

bolwi ir.) 

hie 

cambio Imj 

change 1 money) 

cine (m.) 

cinema 

cocinar 

cook 

coleccionar 

to collect 

cuadro im.j 

picture 

cstcrcotipo (roj 

stereotype 

I^nle (f.> 

people 

ha> 

there is 

man/ana <f.) 

apple 

tnoneda (f.) 

coin 

mucho 

much, a kit 

no* cla l f.J 

novel 

punuclo (m.) 

handkerchief 

pu\td (m.) 

cake 
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perfume im.) 

perfume 

pcriiklico Ira.) 

paper 

pin tar 

to paint, draw 

ropu 1 f.) 

clothes 

ruido (m.) 

noise 

seUo Ira.) 

stamp 

Irajt de fjrulaes (m.) 

'flamenco dress 

todo 

everything 

vc ratio im.) 

summer 




UNIT SEVEN 
Adjectives and adverbs 


Adjectives 

An adjective is a word which describes anribuies or characteristics of a peison. place or 
thing ti.e. a noun) for example: 

a blin k dog 

('dog' is the noun, 'black* is tire adjective describing the noun) 
an aggressive person 

(‘person' is the noun, aggressive’ is the adjective desciibing the noun) 
an exciting city 

(‘city’ is the noun, ‘exciting’ is the adjective desciibing the nouni 

Adjectives in Spanish usually change their endings to match the number and gender of 
the noun they are describing. 

Adjectives ending in -o in the masculine singular nomially have three other forms: 


ma.se. sing. 


un cochr rojo 

mast*, pi. 

rujos 

linos coch« rujos 

fern ving. 

roja 

una rova roja 

fem pi. 

rojas 

unas rosus rojas 

Adjectives ending in -e have no separate feminine form in the singular of plural. 

masc. sing. 

inteligentr 

un nino intrligcntt' 

fem. ving. 

intelligent? 

una nina intdi^ntr 

masc. pi. 

intcligentcs 

unos ninas inti'ligcntrc 

(cm pi. 

intdigentes 

unas mria\ inli'Iiutnttx 

Similarly adjectives that end in a consonant usually have no separate feminine form in the 
singular or plural: 

masc. sing. 

gri* 

un gato gri* 

(cm. ving. 

fcri* 

una villa gris 

nusc. pi. 

grivc* 

linos xapatos grists 
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fern. pi. urivts unax cortinit* srises 

Note: There is a small group of adjectives that end in a consonant but which have a 
feminine fotmThis form is produced by adding -a to the masculine singular form This 
small group of adjectives are those that end in -&n. -«$n or -or: 


Masculine 

Feminine 


hablador 

habladora 

talkative 

pro metc-dor 

prometedora 

pnxmiving 

dormilon 

doriniloiua 

sleepy 

holj* a/an 

holgazana 

lazy 


The plurals of these adjectives are formed in the normal way - i.e. by adding * or -es as 
appropriate. Notice the disappearance of stress marks in some of the feminine forms 
when the extra syllable brings them into line with the normal rules of stress (see p. xi.) 

This rule, however, does not apply to comparatives (‘better*, 'bigger', 'higher*, etc.) 
even though they end in -or. 


e.g. rnejor Krtter 

pcor worse 

superior higher 

inferior lower 

interior inner 


exterior 

uiui ciu niejor 

una prufesitin superior 


outer 

a better bouse 
a higher profession 


Any adjective that indicates geographical origin or location will have a feminine singular 
form in -a even if it ends in a consonant, and a feminine plural form in -as 
e.g. un chico cxpanul a Spanish box* 

una chiiii etpanola a Spanish girl 


uno* tenure* tspafiolrs 


some Spanish men 


unas tenuras cvpanolax 


some Spanish ladies 


Similarly: 

franicvTraiuesa. francescs fraiut-*ax 


andalu^andalua.andiilucexV, 


i etc. 


French 

Catalan 

Andalousian 
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♦Notice the spelling change from z to c to confomi to the normal rules of pronunciation 
iM?C p. ix). 


The position of adjectives 

The most common position of adjectives is after the noun but they are sometimes found 
in front. 

Unfortunately there are no rigid mles governing the position of adjectives but some 
general guidelines can be given. 

The most common function of adjectives is to distinguish one or more things from 
others that belong to the same class hut are different in respect of the adjective being 
used. For example, 'tire blue car' distinguishes this car from other cars that are not blue: 
'excellent ideas' distinguishes one set of ideas from others that are not excellent. These 
are called 'restrictive* adjectives. 

In Spanish these 'restrictive' adjectives are generally placed after the noun: 

e.g. el coctie azul 

ideas ucck-nti-i 


Sometimes the adjective is used to describe the class of noun as a whole rather titan 
distinguish between nouns in the same class - i.e. it is seen as an inherent characteristic 
of the noun rather than something that distinguishes it front other nouns in its class - c.g. 
'white snow't snow is always white, therefore the adjective ’white’ is not distinguishing 
it front other types of snow). 

These 'non-rcstrictive* adjec tives ate often placed in front of the noun, although this is 
not obligatory: 
e.g. la hlanca nine 

the while snow 
l<» fria> diai dr imirmo 
the cold winter days 


As a general rule it can be said that the more important the adjective the more likely it is 
to come after the noun, and the more redundant, the more likely it is to come in front. 

Some adjectives, when used before the noun, may express the speaker's judgement 
rather than an established fact. This is often the ease with hut-no (good), malo (had), 
nuevo (new), viejo (old) and pequcAo (small): 
e.g. nuetas ideal new ideas 

lones you judge to be newt 

un cos he micro a new cor 

(brand new a fact, not a judgement) 
una pequula dift-rt-ncia 


a slight diltcrcnce 
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(in your judgement! 

unu casa pequeiia a small house 

(a fact the bouse is small) 

The rules about the position of adjectives are not clear cut. hut observation of their use by 
native speakers will help. 

A few adjectives have diffeient meanings depending on their positions. The most 
common is grande. This adjective can mean ‘big’ in either position but when it means 
‘great' it is normally found in front of the noun: 

e.g. un gran 4 hombre a great nun 

un hombre grande a big man 

♦Note that grande is shortened to gran when it comes immediately before a singular 
noun. 

Other adjectives whose meaning varies according to their position are: 
viejo un vieja amigo 

a former friend 
un amigo vieja 

an old friend <i.e. advanced m years) 
pobre un pobre hombre 

a poor man (i.c. to be pitiedJ 
un hombre pobre 
a poor man li.c. be has no money) 
cierto cn eierta ocas ion 

on a certain occasion <i.e. particular) 
un hecho cierto 

a certain fact (i.e. beyond doubt) 

A few’ common adjectives behave like grande and lose their final vowel when used 
before a masculine singular noun: 


hueno 

un buen chico 

but 

una btiena idea 

maJo 

un uial asunlo 

but 

una mala idea 

primero 

el primer libro 

but 

la primer a >c/ 

trreero 

el tercer capitulo 

but 

la tervera scinana 

alguno 

algiin dia 

but 

alguria >« 

ninguno 

nuigtin dincro 

but 

dc ninguna mantra 
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Adverbs 

Adverbs arc words dial describe the action of the verb. i.e. they give further information 
about how. when or why the action is being done. The most common type of adverbs are 
circumstance adverbs, which answer the question 'how?': 
e g. Icihn ran quietly down the road. 

Quickly* tells us how John ran and so it is an adverb lin this case a 'circumstance' 
adverb). Ollier examples of circumstance adverbs are: ‘slowly’, ‘well’, ’badly’, ‘easily’, 
etc. 

Some adverbs refer to the whole sentence rather than just to the verb: 
e.g. Fortunately John could swim. 

‘Fortunately’ does not tell us anything about how John could swim, rather it refers to the 
whole sentence ‘John could swim'. This type of adverb is called a sentence adverb. 

Adverbs can generally be formed in Spanish from their corresponding adjective by 
simply adding -inente to the feminine singular form of the adjective: 


eg. 

adjective 

ripido 

quick 


adverb 

rapidamcnlc 

quickly 


adjective 

alortimado 

fortunate 


adverb 

afortiinadanu‘iiU‘ 

fortunately 


If like adjective does not have a distinctive feminine fomi. the -nientc is added to the 
common singular form: 

eg. adjective fuirti strong 

adverb fuirlimtntt strongly 

Some adverbs do not follow this rule and you will just have to learn tliem as you come 

across them. The most common irregular adverbs arc: 

Men “ell 

mal badly 


Exercises 

I The adjectives at the end of the sentence are all in the masculine singular form. Insert 
them in the sentence and change them (if necessary) into the appropriate form: 


La nina cs 

(guapo) 

El perro cs 

(negro) 

Los profevorev son 

(alto) 

La cava cs_. 

(pequeno) 


4 



Basic Spanish: A grammar and workbook 56 


5 

Los coches son 

(ripido) 

6 

Las chic as soa 

4 more no) 

7 

Los ordenadorc* es!in 

tcslropeadoj 

8 

Carmen es 

tvago) 

9 

Pedro v Maria son 

Isimpitico) 

10 

Carmen v Maria son 

Idelgado) 

11 

Los gato* de Maria cslan 

Igordo) 

12 

Las manxana* del mere ado son 

ihirolo) 

13 

Los pantalonev de cuero son 

(can» 

14 

La easa de mi hertnano esld 

(limpio) 

15 

El piso de mi hermana csla 

(nicio) 

2 Put the colour adjective next to the noun and make the appropriate agreement: 

1 

la casa 

(white) 

2 

rl jersey 

(brown 1 

3 

los [xintalones 

(blue) 

4 

elcoche 

(red) 

5 

las faldas 

(yellow) 

6 

lixs eakretines 

(green) 

7 

la bufanda 

(blue) 

8 

liw guantes 

(grey) 

9 

el banador 

(green) 

10 

la ehaqocla 

(black) 


3 Change the sentences so that you use an adjective of nationality as in the example: 
Example: Maria es dr Krumiu. 

Maria es (nimru. 

1 Esc ehieo es de Japdn. 

2 Anne es de lnglatena. 

3 Juanjo es de Espafla. 

■I Roc fa y Macaiena son de Andalucia. 

5 Felix es de Alentania. 

6 Los caches son de Italia. 

7 Los vinos son de Navatra. 

8 Josep y Ana son de Catalufla. 
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9 John y Kate son de Irlanda. 

10 Liz cs de America. 

11 Las naranjas son de Valencia. 

12 La nitla cs de China. 

13 El St Wrcz cs de Argentina. 

14 La Sia Visqucz es de Peri. 

15 Los Sres de Tones son de Colombia. 

4 Pul the following adjectives in front of live noun, as in the example: 

Example: un chku 'impatiio 

un simpiilk'u chieu 

1 un hombre bueno 

2 un coclie potente 

3 una idea buena 

4 un paso malo 

5 una pelfcula original 

6 un piso primero 

7 una mujer buena 

8 el episodio tercero 

9 la fila cuarla 

10 no tengo intends ninguno 

5 Here is a description of Mario. Give a description of Lola by saying the opposite: 

Example: Mario cs grande. 

Lola cs pct|u«iia. 

1 Mario es gordo. 

2 Mario es nibio. 

3 Mario cs bajo. 

4 Mario es casado. 

5 Mario es polite. 

6 Mario cs sintpdtico. 

7 Mario cs vago. 

8 Mario cs lintpio. 

9 Mario cs hablador. 

10 Mario es viejo. 

6 Form adverbs front the following adjectives: 

1 lento 

2 suave 

3 malo 
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4 probable 

5 desorganizado 

6 supuesto 

7 claro 

8 trartquilo 

9 rlpido 

10 seguro 

11 callado 

12 pacientc 

13 detail ado 

14 inutil 

15 especial 

7 Rewrite these sentences using an adverb, as in this example: 
Example: !.«* df manera linta. 

I.rr lenlamente. 

1 Condu/co de manera rapida. 

2 Comemos de un modo pausado. 

3 Esperan de manera paciente. 

4 Discute de manera tonta. 

5 Cantan de un modo fenomenal. 

6 Aprendi'is de manera lenta. 

7 Explican de manera detallada. 

8 Escribo de modo complicado. 


Cultural brief 


Barcelona 

Barcelona es una ciudad muy grande en el noreste de Espaha. Es una ciudad muy bonita. 
En el centra estan el Banio Gdtico y las Ramblas. El Barrio Gdtico es la parte mis 
antigua de la ciudad. donde estl la catedral. I .as Ramblas son grandes avenidas donde la 
gente pasea y toma algo pot las tardes. Las Ramblas son una de las zonas mas turisticas 
de Barcelona porque cstln Ilonas de tiendas. bares y restaur-antes. 

Barcelona es la ciudad de Gaudi. un arquitecto Catalan famoso en el mundo entero. 
Sus obras mis eonocidas son La Pedrera. el Parque Guell y la Sagrada Familia. un templo 
todavla inacabado y una de las maravillas del modernismo catalln. 
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Key vocabulary for Unit 7 


arquitrdo 

architect 

haiiadur im.) 

swimsuit 

harato 

cheap 

hufanda <f.) 

scarf 

c alert in (m.) 

sock 

capitulo Im.j 

chapter 

earn 

expensive 

catedrul« (.) 

cathedral 

chaqucta if.) 

Jacket 

curro (m.) 

leather 

ddgado 

thin 

cpisodio (m.) 

episode 

cstropcado 

broken 

fila(f> 

row 

fordo 

fat 

xuanle Im.j 

glove 

inacabado 

unfinished 

inutil 

useless 

liinpio 

clean 

niaras ilia 11 .J 

marvel 

ordenador mi.) 

computer 

pan talon <m.) 

trousers 

pn%o i m. 1 

step 

paci elite 

patient 

pelicula If j 

film 

pi\o (m.) 

Hoot <in a building! 

socio 

dirty 

teinplo i m. ) 

temple 

vajjo 

lazy 



UNIT EIGHT 
ser und estar 


We have already seen lhal there are two veitos meaning ‘to be’ in Spanish, ser and estar 
(.vet Unit 4). and we have observed some basic differences between them as follows: 
ser is used to express permanent characteristics of a person or object: 

Susana es inteligentc. 

Susana is intelligent. 

Soy ingles. 

1 am English. 

La casa es grande. 

The house is big. 

estar is used to express temporary states: 

.‘.Como estas? 

How are you? 

No estoy hien. 

1 am not very well. 

estar is used for positions and locations, whether they are temporary or permanent: 

Madrid esta en Espafia. 

Madrid is in Spain. 

I-os libras estiin en la mesa. 

The hooks are on tlse table. 

In the examples given above the use of one or the other verb is generally clear-cut and 
will cause no problem once learned. In other cases tlvc distinction between the two verbs 
is more diffrcult to understand, particularly when the verb to be' is followed by an 
adjective. 

Sometimes the choice of verb might be related to the speaker’s perception of the 
situation and not to an objective reality: 
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e.g. Murid Dili muy guapa. 

Maria is (looks | very pretty. 


In (his sentence (he speaker is referring to how s/he sees Maria at this moment, not 
necessarily to the reality of Maria's appearance. 

estar can never be followed directly by a noun as ser ean. hut both verbs can be 
followed by an adjective, and this is where difficulties may arise. 


sei and estar with adjectives 

It is possible to give some guidelines about the use of ser and estar with adjectives, but it 
must be borne in mind that only an understanding of the underlying principles and in 
some cases the context w ill guarantee accurate use of the appropriate verb. 

1 If the adjective indicates a quality that is felt by the speaker to be an inherent 

characteristic of the person or thing refened to. the verb used is likely to be ser. This 
type of use refers to something that is objectively verifiable 

La nieve es blanca. 

Snow is white, (i.e. it is a characteristic of it) 

Pedro es andaluz. 

Pedro is Andalousian. 

2 If the adjective refers to something that the speaker considers to be accidental or 

temporary then estar is used: 

Flstoy muy cansada. 

1 am tired, (i.e. at the moment, not permanently) 

Ml madre estii enferma. 

My mother is ill. (i.e. at the moment, not peimanently) 

Ml sopa esti fria. 

My soup is cold. li.e. this is not a normal characteristic of soup, it 
refers to the state of my soup at the moment) 

In tlresc sentences tire adjectives describe qualities that are true at tire lime 
referred to but which are not seen as inherent characteristics. 

3 estar is used to express something which may or may not always be true hut which the 

speaker wants to stress at the time of speaking: 


;Que guapa estas! 
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How pretty you are! (i.e. at the moment I 
Este caK esta muy rico. 

This coffee is delicious, (i.e. it is not always delicious) 

;Que simpatico esta el Jefe hoy! 

How nice the boss is today! (i.e. he is not usually so nice) 

These are all subjective statements. 

Notice the difference between these two questions: 

lC6mo esta Juan? and .'(Ymio es Juan? 

The first is asking about how Juan is feeling at the moment, the second is asking what 
Juan is like as a person. 

Some adjectives change their meaning according to whether they are used with ser or 
estar and these will be indicated in live dictionary. The most common examples arc. 


ser abuirido 

lo 

be boring 

wlar uhurrido 

to 

be bored 

ser coiuck'iitt' 

lo 

be aware 

eslar consciente 

lo 

be conscious 

ser incocucicnle 

lo 

he irresponsible 

cslur inconscknlt* 

lo 

be unconscious 

ser lixto 

lo 

be clever 

cxlar lislo 

lo 

be ready 


These examples illustrate again the gcneial piinciple that ser is used for characteristics 
that are more or less permanent, w hile estar is used for temporary states. 

As you continue with your study of Spanish you will come across more uses of ser 
and estar. e.g. the use of estar in continuous tenses and the use of ser to form the 
passive, but the above distinctions should help you to avoid too many pitfalls in the early 
stages. 


Exercises 

I Complete the following sentences with the appropriate form of ser: 

estudiante de francos, 
estudiantes de ingenieria jverdad? 
estudiantes de espaflol. 
de Madrid. 


1 Ella 

2 Uds. 

3 Nosotros 

4 Yo 



«r and eslar 6? 


5 ,'Td_de Madrid tambttn? 

6 Vosouos no_dc Madrid ^.no? 

7 Nosotros dc Barcelona. 

8 lid._estudiante dc alcnran. 

9 1:1 _____ csiudianic dc ingles. 

10 Marla y id de Sevilla ( .vcrdad? 

2 Complete Ihe following sentences with il>c appropriate form of eslar 

1 Uds. en el hotel Mclil t rro? 

2 Yo cn cl hotel Miguel Angel. 

3 i Vosouos_en una casa rural? 

4 Ella_en cl Parador. 

5 Ud._en una pension i.vculad? 

6 Nosouos cn un apartamento. 

7 fil ___ en un piso alquilado. 

8 Elios_cn un chalet. 

9 Td_en un camping. 

10 Roclo y yo en una rcsidencia dc cstudianics. 

3 Complete the following sentences with tire appropriate form of ser or eslar: 

l( Yo) muv aburrida ,.por quiJ no vanros al cine? 

2 (Ellost inconseientcs tras cl accidente. 

3 i listos t vosouos)? Tencmos que salir ahora mis mo. 

4 (Ella)_conscientc a pesar dc la cafda. 

5 Las pellculas dc guerra_oburiidas. 

6 i.Ud. conscientc del problcma? 

7 (N'osouos) listos para salir cn cste momento. 

8 (Vosouos) unos inconseientcs j>atois el peligro que ticnc? 

9 (Ellost no_muy listos si piensan que cso cs asl. 

10 Odio a Juan. un hombee muy aburrido. 

4 Complcic the following sentences with tire appropriate form of ser or eslar. 

1 Peter alcmdn. 

2 Zaragoza en Espafla. 

3 Guadalajara_una ciudad de MiJjico. 

4 Mario no_cn Panama. 

5 Elena y Roclo_en una clase de inglds. 

6 Lola y Jesus_de Navarra. 

7 Angela y yo colomhianas. 

8 Ana_en Catalurta. 

9;.<Tdi_ ingle's o irlandiJs? 
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10 lids. scvillanos ,-.no? 

5 Complete the following sentences with the appropiiate form of ser or eslar. 

1 Pepe alto y dclgado. 

2 Cristina_cn Barcelona. 

3 La paella_frfa. 

4 Loreto_periodista. 

5 Iciar y Juan ___ enfermos. 

6 Arancha muy elegante hoy. 

7 Mayle y Begoba asturianas. 

8 Elena y yo _____ contentas. 

9 El caf£ demasiado ealiente. 

If) El coche sucio. Tienes qoe lavarlo. 

6 Complete the following dialogues with ser or estar: 

MAR: ;Hola!_(I> Mar ,.y til? 

ANA: Yo_(2> Ana ,.C6mo_(31? 

MAR. Bren, gracias t y Hi? 

ANA: Bien tamhiCnY esc chico tan guapo. quiln (4)? 

MAR: __ (5) Jordi._(6) un chico eatalin pero _ <7) aqui en Salamancaen 

un curso de posgrado. 

ANA: Yo tambita (Si en un cureode posgrado. (91 mddtca tii? 

MAR: _< 10) abogada y 1111 la profesora de un eurso de posgrado. 

JOSE:_ (121 Ud. cl Sr Serrano? 

JUAN: SI. Ud._(13> el Sr Font; verdad? 

JOSfi: Si. . < 141 un placer conocerlc. 

JUAN: El placer_(15| mfo. 

JOSE: Hoy tenemos una reunion con la Sra A bad despikfs de comer. < 16) la 

presidenta de la empresa. La Sra Abad no (17 > aqui ahora. (18) en otra 

reunion. Esta mabana nos reunimos con el Sr Herrero. que sf_(19) aqui. El Sr 

Hcrrcro_(20) el contable de la empresa. 


Cultural brief 


Extremadura 

La comunidad de Extremadura esti compuesta de dos provincias: Caceres y Badajoz. 
Esti en el suroestc de Espaba. en la frontera con Portugal. Caceres es una de las ciudades 
mis desconoeidas y mis bonitas de Espaba. El centra de la ciudad es medieval y cuando 
entras en «51 parece que vuelves a la £poca de la conquista de America, a los siglos 
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diecislis y diecisiete. En la piovincia de Ciceies cs(a iambi£n Tiujillo. quo es un pueblo 
medieval famoso par ser la cuna de los conquisiadores. 

En Exuemaduia esii lambitfn Merida. Mt'iida es uno de los enclaves lomanos mds 
imponanies de Espurta y esii en la piovincia de Badajoz. Enire sus pfincipales 
monumenios esiun el ciico y el teatio romano. 


Key vocabulary for Unit 8 


ahora niismo 

right now 

alquilado 

rented 

a pc n;i r de 

in spite of. despite 

asturiana 

from Asturias 

caicla <f.> 

fall 

chalet Im.j 

detached house 

conquista (f.) 

conquest 

co triable 

accountant 

cm»(0 

birthplace (formal) 

de*co«iocido 

unknown, little known 

cmprt'sa i f.) 

company 

eiKK-a (f.) 

lime 

f rontcra 1 f.) 

border 

Kuapo 

beautiful, handsome 

medico 

doctor 

into 

mine 

odiar 

hate 

purecer 

to seem 

|)lacer 

pleasure 

posgrado 

postgraduate 

rrcidcnciu 

hall 

rural 

rural, in the countryside 

xcviUano* 

from Seville 

sti^lo im.) 

century 

Irak 

after 




UNIT NINE 
Demonstratives 


[>?monstrativcs arc words used to point out or 'demonstrate' which noun the speaker is 
rcfeiring to. i.e. 'this' or 'that, 'these* or ‘those'. 

In Spanish they must agree in number and gender with the noun to which they refer, so 
the words for ‘this’ and ‘these’ are as follows: 

«te (muse. sing.) eslc coche this car 

csla Ifcm. sing.) esta casa this house 


extos imaw. pi.) 


eslci* i liicuv 


these boys 


cstas (fern, pl.j 


I'stas sen tanas 


these window's 


este/est ae s t <kw e stas are used to refer to things dose to the speaker in either time or 
space: 

c.g. Me x^tJ eslc libro. 

I like this bo«>k. <i.e. the one that is here, near mc.'in my hand; 

Extort dias tan ftlices. 

These happy days. ti.c. the days that we are enjoying now) 


Therc arc two sets of words for ‘that’ and ‘those’ in Spanish, depending on the degrcc of 
proximity in time or space of the object refeired to: 
etetaquel Imasc. sing.J csc’aqucl dia 


csaaqucllu (fern, sing.) 
csovaqut'lli* (maw. pi.) 
esas'aqueUas (fem. pi.) 


csa'aquclUi mujer 
csostaqucUos ninos 
esa.v'a quell as c*j 


that day 
that woman 
thow children 
thow houses 


ese/esa/esofifeas arc used to refer to things slightly further removed than este/esta. etc., 
or close to the person being spoken to: 
c.g. Dame esc periiklico. 

Give roc that newspaprr. 
ti.c. the ooc near you) 

i Kccucrda* esa scniana que puxuinos en Mallorca? 

Do you remember that week wc spent in Mallorca? 

|i.c. the ooc familiar to both of us) 
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aqut'l'aqucUa'aqucllavaquclkis refer lo things that arc far away from hoth the speaker 
and the petson being spoken to. cither in time or space: 

Me gusto aquclla casa. 

1 like that house. 

(i.e. tire one over there, not near either of us) 

Aquel verano hi/o mu.ho color. 

It was very hot that summer. 

(i.e. a long time ago) 

The difference between cse and aquel is not always clear-cut. and it is difficult to 
establish hard and fast tules for every use. Careful observation of how native speakers 
use these two forms will help you to understand the subtle distinctions. 

When these forms ate immediately followed by a noun, they are demonstrative 
adjectives, because they give more information about the noun to which they refer. They 
can. however, be used on their own. in which case they arc demonstrative pronouns, as 
they are taking the place of the noun. When used as pronouns they take a stress mark to 
distinguish them from the demonstrative adjective form: 
itlt. esta. estin. edits 
esc. esa. esin. esas 
aquel. aquella. aquellos. aquellas 

e g. lisle libro me guda mucho. pero aquel no me xusta nada. 

I like this book very much, hut I don't like that one at all. 

Kstas casas son honitus. pern aquellas son feisintas. 

These houses are pretty, bur those arc very ugly. 


In Modem Spanish, however, the stress mark is not essential and is frequently omitted. 


Exercises 


Choose the appropriate demonstrative adjective: 

1 camidn es de mi hermano (aquella. csa. estei 

2 _jardln es muy bonito (aquel. esta. eso) 

ordenador esti estropeado (aquella. esc. eso) 

4 _flores para Carmen (este. aquella. esc) 

5 _Have es de Mario (esta. aquel. eso) 

6 arboles son pinos (aquellos. estas. aquellas) 

7 mot os son muy vcloces (csos. esas. cstos) 

8 _jerseys son baiatos (estas. aquellas. cstos) 

9 mapus son de Barcelona (estos. aquellas. esas) 
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10 plantas estun mueitas (esos. aquellas. cstos) 

2 Coin pi tic wilh ihc demonstrative pronouns taking into account the place adverbs of 

close (aqut'acji. middle luhl) os far lalll/allai distance: 

Example: ;Iai» lihros dr Mario cslun alii? 

Si. son aqutlhx. 

1 ,'.E1 lapi/. de Rocfo csti aqul? SI. es 

2 iEl reloj de Elena csti ahl? Si. es_. 

3 ,'.Las bote lias estin alii? S(. son 

•I j.Los estudiantes de Pepc estin ahl? SI. son 

5 iLa antiga de Meiche esta alll? SI. es 

6 ,'.Las ta/as de cate estin aqul? Si. son 

7 iLos discos dc Ana estin aei? SI. son_. 

8 ;.EI novio de Elisa csti ahl? SI. es 

9 ,.La falda de Lola esti aqul? SI. es 

10 ^Los sobsinos de Juan estin alii? SI. son_. 

3 Complete the following sentences with the appropriate demonstrative pronoun as in this 

example: 

Ettwiplc: No quicro rstas cochrs. quirro_. liar distance) 

No quirro esta* corbrs. quirro aquellos. 

1 No necesitamos aquellos boligrafos. necesitamos_(close distance). 

2 No quieren esa fotografia. quieren ___. (far distance) 

3 No compra este cuadro. compra_. (middle distance) 

4 No pintamos este paisaje. pintamos_. (far distance) 

5 No conoce a aquellas chicas. conoce a_. (close distance) 

6 No salen con este chico. salcn con ___. I middle distance) 

7 No decoro esas habitaciones. decoro _. (close distance) 

8 No venden aquellos pisos. venden _ . (middle distanc'd 

9 No temlis esta mesa. teivJis_.. (far distance) 

10 No hacen ese examen. hacen . (close distance) 

4 Complete the following sentences as in the example, using the demonstrative adjective 

that has not been used before in live same sentence: 

Example: No quirro ni estr lapi/ ui rsi boligralo. quirro_ pluma. 

No quirro ni rstr lapi/ ni rsc boligralo. quirro aquella pluma. 

1 No necesito ni esc plato ni aquella ta/a. necesito vasos. 

2 No pide ni aquellas Haves ni esta tarjeta. pide candado. 

3 No conocemos ni a esa chica ni a aquel chico. conocemos a sefloras. 

4 No quieren ni esas coca-colas ni estos refrescos, quieten vino. 
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5 No compra ni aquel cocbe ni esta moto. compra_biciclela. 

6 No leemos ni este libra ni csa novels, leemos revistas. 

7 No vendo ni aquel 6leo ni esta aeuarela. vendo _____ grabado. 

8 No necesitamos ni esas man/anas ni esas perns. necesitamos 

9 No entenderaos ni a esos seftores ni a aquclla chica. cntendemos a 

10 No alquilamos ni esta casa ni esc piso. alquilamos _ chalet. 


naranja. 

seflocas. 


Cultural brief 

Im Rei'iiblica dr Panama 

Panama cs un pais centraamericano que est<i cmte cl ooJano Atlantieo (mai del Caribe) y 
el oc£ano Pacifico. A sus habitantes sc les llama panamefios. Tiene fronteras eon Costa 
Riea <al none I y Colombia (al sur). No cs un pais muy grande ni en ti'miinos dc extension 
(alivdcdor dc 611000 km r > ni dc poblacidn lunos 3 milloncs dc habitantes) peio tiene gran 
impoitancia geogrufiea dehido al Canal dc Panama, que une el oedano Pacifico eon cl 
mai del Caribe. aunque conslruido por los EEUU entre 1904 y 1914. pertenece 
totalmenie a Panamd desde 1999 Panama es un pats eulturalmcntc muy rieo y lleno de 
contrastcs. Geogrdficamente csti dividido en 9 provincial iBocas del Toro. Chiriqui. 
Code. Coldn. Darien. Herrera. Los Santos. Panama y Veraguas) y una comarca (San 
Bias). Su capital es la ciudad de Panama. 


Key vocabulary for Unit 9 


aeuarela 1 f.) 

water colour l punting) 

tandadu im.) 

lock 

«inurca I fj 

region 

const ruir 

to build 

decorar 

to decorate 

EEUU 

USA 

m (iTmirnM de 

in terms of 

frontera If.) 

border 

^r.ihado un.) 

etching 

habit ante mi. > 

inhabitant 

ill... ni... 

neither ... nor ... 

ol«i i m.) 

oil (paintingi 

paisajc Itnj 

landscape 

pera.f.) 

pear 
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pcrtfiwitr 

to lx* long 

plato ( 111 .) 

plate 

poblacion (f.) 

population 

Uza(f.) 

cup 

VBM) imj 

glass 




UNIT TEN 

Comparatives and superlatives 


Comparatives 

In Unit 7 we saw that adjectives must agree in number and gender with the noun to whieh 
they refer. By placing mis 01 menus before adjectives and que after them we can make 
comparisons as follows: 

Juan es intis alto que Pedro. 

Juan is taller than Pedro. 

Rstas casas son mis bonitas que esas. 

These houses arc prettier than those. 

Este ahrigo es menos caro. 

This coat is less expensive. 

Los gatos son menos carihosos que I os perros. 

Cats ate less affectionate than dogs. 

When making a comparison using pronouns, the subject pronoun [see Unit 11 must be 
used after que: 

e g. (Yo) soy mas faerie que tu. 

I am stronger thin you. 

INosotros) sunns mas ricot que elhn. 

We arc richer thin them. 


The comparisons can be further qualified by using the following adverbs before mas or 


menus: 


imuhu 

nuxh'a lot 

battinte 

quitc/comxlerjbly 

un pocoa 

little 

also 

rathe p' so me w hat 

e.g. Juan ts niucho 

mas iiitdi^ente que Pedro. 


Juan is much more intelligent than Pedro. 
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Kstc coehc e* hatlanlr mav inimido que uqucl. 

This car i» ctxiiMlerubly more comfortable than that one. 
K4r libro o un poco mcnm intcrcvjntc. 

This book is a little lc" interesting. 


mis que or mis tie? 

When an expicssion of quantity <usually a numheii follows ’than' this is normally 
translated by de rather than que: 

Pesa mas de ochenfa kilos. 

He weighs more than SO kilos. 

Tcnjjo me nos de veinte euros. 

1 have less than 20 euros. 

Son mas de las doce y media. 

It is later than half past twelve. 

The exception to this is the expression no ... mas que (only) that can be used before 
quantities: 

No tengo mas que veinte euros. 

1 only have 20 euros. 

No pesa mis que sesenta kilos. 

He only weighs 60 kilos. 

No son mas que las onee. 

It is only 11 o'clock. 

A few adjectives have special comparative forms, although in some eases it is possible to 
use mis or ntenos before them in the same way as other adjectives, but with a slightly 
different meaning or context: 


Adjective 

Comjyartilive 


Ihiciio 

ratjor 

better 

rnalo 

pe<»r 

worse 

grande 

mayor 

bigger, older 


mas grande 

bigger 
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prqueno 

menor 

smaller, younger 


mas pequeno 

smaller 

tmjo 

inferior 

lower, inferior 


mas ha jo 

lower, shorter lheight) 

alto 

superior 

higher, superior 


mas alto 

higher, taller lheight) 


mayor and menor are especially used to indicate older and younger in family 
relationships: 

mi hermano mayor 

my older brother 

su hcrinana menor 

his younger sister 


Superlatives 

mis and inenos are also used to form superlatives - 'biggest', 'youngest', 'most 
interesting', etc. The absence of the following que indicates that a superlative rather than 
a comparative is intended. 

la pelicula mas intcrcsante 
tire most interesting film 

el pueblo mas akslado 

tire most remote village 

el coche inenos caro 
the cheapest ear 

Note: To express the English 'in’ after a superlative, de must be used: 

la chica mas inteligcnte de la clase 
tike most intelligent girl in the class 

el pais inds rico del mundo 
tlse richest country in the world 
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Exercises 

1 How would you express lire following in Spanish? 

1 Marla is taller than Pepe. 

2 This chair is less expensive than that one. 

3 Nuria is more beautiful than Loreto. 

4 Marta is less intelligent than Iciar. 

5 That glass is fuller than this one. 

6 This handbag is heavier than that one. 

7 That novel is more interesting than this one. 

8 Pedro is less tired than Josd. 

9 Juanjo is more attractive than Miguel. 

10 Rafael is fatter than Luis. 

2 Complete the following comparisons using the information given at the end of live 

sentence: 

1 Esta mesa cs cara que aquella. (considerably more) 

2 Alvaro es simpitico que Nucho. la lot motel 

3 Esa re vista es infomiativa que c'sta. la little lesst 

4 Maite esta cansada que Arancha. (rather morel 

5 Estc piso es caro que aquel. (considerably more) 

6 Esas chieas son_mis elegantes que yo. (much less) 

7 La pellcula de hoy cs interesante que la de oyer, (somewhat less) 

8 Este perro esti gordo que este gato. to little more) 

9 El coche de Mario esti_ sucio que el de Elena, (somewhat more) 

10 El sueldo de Jesds cs alto que el de Eugenia, la lot more) 

3 ntas/nu-nos que or mas>'nicnos de? 

1 Son mis veinte estudiantes en esa close. 

2 Esperan menus_quince millones de premio. 

3 Tienen mis dinero_Pedto. 

4 No quiero mas __trece euros para esta tarde. 

5 Necesito menus_trece euros para esta tarde. 

6 Gallon me nos sueldo _esas sccretarias. 

7 No tienen mas ___ seis cerve/as en la nevera. 

8 Leen mis ___ dos liliros a la sernana. 

y Esperantos menus problemas el alto pas ado. 

10 Bebc'is mis ocho cafds al dla. 

4 Complete the following sentences w ith the information given in brackets: 

1 Mi hemtano es que yo. (older) 

2 Los problemas de Pedro son_que los de Juan, (bigger) 
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3Estcpisoes _ que aquel. (better) 

4 Soy __ que Maria, (taller) 

5 Bcgofta esta hoy mucho que ayer. I worse) 

6 Rafael es el hemiano de Maite. (younger) 

7 Este edificio es que esc. (higher) 

8 En espaftol estov en un nivel que Peter, (lower) 

9 Este nifto es_que £se. i slimier I 

10 Este cache es mucho que el de Juan, (better) 

5 How would you say the following in Spanish? 

1 She is tlie tallest in the class. 

2 He is the fattest in this room. 

3 1 am the shortest in the family. 

4 We are the most intelligent in the office. 

5 This novel is the worst. 

6 China is the biggest country in the world. 

7 The AVE is the fastest train in Spain. 

8 They are tike slowest in the race. 

9 This film is the best. 

10 The food of this restaurant is the best in town. 


Cultural brief 


La Real Academia de la Lengua 

La Real Academia de la Lengua es una insiituckSn que existe en Espafta desde haee siglos 
eon una funcidn muy especlfica: euidar de la lengua espaftola. Su lema es "limpia. fija y 
da esplendor". Todos los pafses latino-americanos que tienen el espaftol como primera 
lengua ofieial tienen tambii5n sus propias academias y tikdas ellas trabajan juntas en todos 
los proycctos que estdn relaeionados con las reglas gramaticales y el liJxieo del espaftol en 
el mundo. En las academias se icunen los mis ilustres lingUistas del mundo hispano. Sus 
puestos son honortficos; es deeir. que son invitados a pertenecer a ellas. Las Reales 
Academias publican su propin gra milieu y su propio diccionario y a mhos son 
eonsiderados como el mejor instrument de trabajo de todas aquellas personas 
interesadas en la lengua espartola. 


Key vocabulary for Unit 10 
fijur to fix. to establish (to prescribe) 

ilustrr dislinguidicd 

lima i m.) 


motto 
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k*\ict> (m.) 
lin^uista imJf.) 
rtunirvt 


lexis, vocabulary 
linguist 
to meet 


sut*Ido i m.) 


salary 



UNIT ELEVEN 
Object pronouns 


In Spanish, as in English, there are two types of object pronouns - direct and indirect. In 
a sentence such as: 

My brother sent a letter to his girlfriend. 

’My brother' is the subject of the verb. i.e. the person who cairied out the action of the 
verb; ’a letter’ is the direct object, i.e. the thing which directly received the effect of the 
verb; and ’his girlfriend' is the indirect object, i.e. site benefits front the act of sending 
and therefoie plays an indirect role in the process. 

In English the indiiect object is often introduced by ’to’ or ‘for’, but sometimes a 
change in word order leads to the ’to' or ’for’ being omitted. 

My brother sent his girlfriend a letter. 

It is important to be able to work out which is the direct and which is rise indirect object, 
because this will affect which pronoun is used in Spanish. 


Direct objects and direct object pronouns 

When tl>e direct object of a verb is a person, it must always he preceded by a in Spanish - 
this is called live personal a. 

John sees the children. 

Juan ve a los nihos. 


bui 


John sees the cars. 

Juan ve los coches. 

As we have seen before, pronouns are used to replace a noun, so instead of saying: 
John sees the cars. 


Assuming that both the speaker and live listener know what is being referred to. we can 
use the direct object pronoun to replace ’the cars’ and say: 
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John sms them. 

The direct object pronouns in Spanish correspond to ihc six persons of ihc verb and arc as 
follows: 


1 st person suig. 

me 

me 

2 nd person sing. 

It* 

you (familiar sing.) 

3rd person sing. 

lo 

hinVit/you (polite sing., masc.) 


b 

her/it/you (polite sing., fcm.) 

1 »4 person pi. 

nos 

us 

2 nd person pi. 

os 

you (familiar pi.) 

3rd penma pi. 

lo* 

them (ma?*:. people or objects) or you (polite pi., masc.) 


Us 

them (fern, people or objects) or you (polite pi., fcm.) 


Dirccl object pronouns are generally placed before the verb, for example. 

John sees me. 

Juan me ve. 

I see you. (familiar sing.i 

(Yo) le veo. 

We see him/We see it. (mase. sing.i/We see you. (polite sing, masc.) 

La ventos. 

They see hcr/We see it. (fern. sing.tAVe see you. (polite sing, fern.) 

Ixi ven. 

They see us. 
iVo* ven. 


We see you. (familiar pi.) 

Of vemos. 

We see them. imase.i/We see you. <polite pi. masc.) 
Lot vemos. 

We see them. tfem.i/We see you. (polite pi. fern.) 
Ixti vemos. 



Object piunmin* SI 


The third person pronouns lo and la are often replaced by le when lire direct object is 

person rather than a thing: 

e.g. John wes it. 

Juan lo tr. 


bui 


John sees hint. 

Juan le (or lo) ve. 

Similarly in the plural: 

John sees them. le.g. the cars) 

Juan lot ve. 


bui 


John sees them. le.g. the children) 
Juan let ve. 


This is known as leismo and is more common in Spain, patticularly central Spain, than in 
Latin America. 

We have seen that the direct object pronoun generally comes before the main verb, but 
there are some cases where the pronoun is added to the end of the verb form - notably the 
infinitive: 

c.g. I am going to buy it. 


Vo* a compr ariV.■ 

Wc arc going to visit you tomorrow 


i a visilarlr ■ 


•There is an alternative position for the pronoun in these sentences - i.e. Lo voy a 
eompraivTe cantos a visitor mahana - but at this stage it is belter to add it to the 
infinitive. 

The geiund [see Unit 15) and the imperative (this will be dealt with at a later stagei 
behave in a similar way. 


Indirect objects and indirect object pronouns 

In Spanish the indirect object is always preceded by the preposition a: 


Juan escribe una carta a su novia. 
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John writes a letter to his girlfriend./ 

John writes his girlfriend a letter. 

Remember that in Spanish an a may also introduce the direct object of a verb when the 
direct object is a person (the personal a - see above). So in the case of a sentence such as 

Juan vc a Maria 

the a does not mean 'to' and is simply introducing the direct object, since Maria is the 
person directly affected by tl>e verb - she is seen. Therefore a Maria would be replaced 
by a direct object pronoun and not an indirect one: 

Juan la ve. 

As we have just seen w ith direct objects, indirect object can be replaced by a pronoun. 
These pronouns are called indirect object pronouns: 

John gave tire letter to her. 


or 


John gave her the I titer. 

Once again, in Spanish the six pronouns correspond to tire six persons of tire verb: 


1 st person .sing. 

nw 

to me 

2 nd person .sing. 

te 

to you (familiar sing.) 

3rd penoo sing. 

k 

tohinVher/it/you (polite sing.) 

1 st person pi. 

nas 

U> us 

2 nd person pi. 

los 

to you < familiar pi.) 

3rd perxoD pi. 

les 

to them/lo you (polite pi.) 


lie sends me j. letter. 



Me mi via una carta. 
Wc give you the news. 
O' daniov lav iiotuias. 


You will see that le can mean 'to hinr\ 'to her’, 'to it' and ‘to you’. Similarly, les can 
mean 'to them', 'to you'. If there is any uncertainty about the meaning of the pronoun it 
is possible to use the forms: a <11. a elia. a Yd., a elhrs. a cllas and a Yds. after the verb 
for clarification, but these forms can never replace tire indirect object pronouns, le and 
les: 



Object pronoun.' 


S.< 


I a' doy el regalo (a £ 1 ). 

I give him the present. 

Ia's cnvfo la carla (a ellast. 

I send them the letter. 

■a digo la verdad (a I d.). 

I tell you the truth. 

Ia's dainos el mensaje (a lids.). 

We give you the message. 

As with the direct object pronoun, the indirect object pronoun comes in front of the verb. 
If the verb is in the infinitive, the best thing at this stage is to add tire pronoun directly to 
the infinitive: 

Voy a darie el libro (a #1). 

1 am going to give him the book. 

If both a direct object pronoun and an indirect object pronoun occur in the same sentence, 
the indirect pronoun is placed before the direct pronoun: 
e.g. Juan me li> tin ia. 

John sends it to me. 

Mis padres te lo dan. 

My parents give it to you. 


This also applies if tire pronouns are added to the end of tire infinitive: 

Voy a dartelo.’ 

1 am going to give it to you. 

•Note that a stress mark now becomes necessary - see introductory section on 
'Pronunciation'. 

There is one further detail that you need to be aware of and this is what happens when 
there are two pronouns together, both beginning with I... te.g. le for 'to him' and lo for 
’it'). In such cases the first of the two pronouns is replaced by se. whether it is singular or 
plural: 

c.g. Juan se lo da. 

John gives it to hinvbcr/you. 


If there is any possible ambiguity, a el. a ella. a usted. etc. can Ire added for clarity (see 
above). 
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Exercises 

1 Rewrite the fallowing sentences replacing the words in bold with the appropriate direct 

object pronoun: 

1 Lola escribe unas postales desdc Parts. 

2 Mario come un hocadillo todas las maflanas. 

3 Rocfo y Jaime comptan una easa en Sevilla. 

4 Ves un partido en la television. 

5 Elena vende unos pendientes. 

6 Marisol habla ingles y trances muy bien. 

7 Juan y Pepe beben caf£ con leche. 

8 Loreto alquila hicicletas en verano. 

9 Mi empresa regala plumas en Navidad. 

10 iCantas canciones en la ducha? 

2 Answer the following questions in the negative, using live appropriate pronoun, as in tire 

example. 

Example: ;ttabU« ingles? 

No. no Id liablo. 

1 . Entiendes alcmin? 

2 iVendtfis scllos? 

3 ( Cantan Opera? (Uds.i 

4 i.Comcn came? (ellos) 

5 i.Mandan postales? <Uds.) 

6 ,.Abren las tiendas? tellos) 

7 ;.BehOis cafO? 

8 i.Conipru pasteles? (cllai 

9 j.Tienes nuestras entradas? 

10 ,.Hacc hoy la paella? <Ud.» 

3 Rewrite the following sentences replacing the words in bold by the appropriate indirect 

object pronoun: 

1 El director escribe una carta a nosotras. 

2 Mi madie lee un cuento a mi herinano todas las noches. 

3 Los niftos pintan un dihujo a sus padres para su cumpleaflos. 

4 Pedro regala a su novia (lores todas las semanas. 

5 i.Comunican a vosotros las notieias? 

6 El profesor explica a ini la giamOtica. 

7 Pablo manda un paquetc a Yd. 

8 j.Cantamos una eaneiOn a Vds.? 

9 Lola contpra a mi y a Angela regalos para Navidad. 
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10 Presto a Juan un libro. 

•I Translate the following sentences into Spanish using the indirect object pronouns: 

1 We don't give you the dictionary. <tu) 

2 They don’t explain tlsc film to them. 

3 I don't buy you (lldi a coffee. I Note: The verb here is invitar and not coinprar.) 

4 He doesn't sing Maty a song. 

5 She doesn’t tell you (Vds.> the news. 

6 You (vosotrosi don’t send him a picsent. 

7 You (Ud. i don't lend me money. 

8 Don't you I Yds.) give me a book? 

9 They don’t explain this to him. 

10 Doesn't she buy you presents? 

5 Rewrite the following sentences replacing the words in bold with the appropriate object 

pronouns: 

1 Marla escribe urui postal a nosotros. 

2 Loreto lee un cuento a los ninos todas las noches. 

3 Los niflos pintan un dibujo a su ahuela para su cumplcaflos. 

4 Luis rcgala a su novia clav ties todas las semanas. 

5 jComunican a vosotms las noticias ? 

6 El profesor explica a mf el tema. 

7 Pablo manda un regain a Vd. 

8 jCantamos opera a Yds.? 

9 Pedro compra a ml y a Angela un pavo para Navidad. 

10 Presto a Juan un holigrafo. 

6 Answer the following questions in the negative using the object pronouns as in the 

example: 

Example: ;Nin vu a inamlar I'epe un paquete? 

No. no vu a rnandarnoslo. No. no nos lo vu a inandar. 

1 i.Quiete comprar Juan un regalo a Marla del Mai'? 

2 ,'.Van a alquilar a Juan cl apaitamento? 

3 iQuieres vender tu coche a Maite? 

4 iVamos a pintar un reiiato a Angela? 

5 i.QueriJis explicar a Pepe las matematicas? 

6 i. Vamos a prestar a Arancha y a Rafa los libros? 

7 i.Quieren vender a los alemanes las patentes? 

8 ^Vamos a dai el paquete a los niflos ? 

9 j.Quiere explicar el pioblema a los clientes? 

10 i Vamos a mandat una carta a Luis? 
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Cultural brief 


Argentina 

Argentina es uno dc los paises mi* grand cs del in undo y estii situada en America del Sui. 
Tiene muslins contrasted geogrificos y climdticos debido a su extension: lets glaciates y 
altas montaAas ten la Tien a de Fuego y la Patagonia), las Pampas y la regiuri de bosques 
de las eatatatas de lgua/u. Buenos Aires cs la capital. Es una ciudad eon grandes 
influeneias europeas, sobie todo en su aiquiteetura. Adenias de los cspafloles. Aigcntina 
tambidn tiene una gran poblaeidn de descendientes de inmigrantes italian*>s. 

Cultuialmente. Argentina es tambiln un pais muy rieo: el tango es conocido en el 
mundo entero y nadie lo baila ni lo canta como los argentinos. En literatura encontramos 
autores tan importantes como Jorge Luis Borges o Julio Coiti/ar. 


Key MK'ahulary for ('nil II 


jdvnii^ 

besides 

jrquitrdurj i i.) 

architecture 

aulor tmj 

author 

bocadillo I'm.) 

sandwich 

ba\c|uc <m.) 

forest 

carat? (f.> 

meat 

calaralas (f.) 

waterfalls 

davcl (m.) 

carnation 

dcrtcho (m.> 

law 

dcsccndicnte Ira.) 

descendant 

glaciar mi) 

glacier 

inmigrantt* (m.) 

immigrants 

literatura If.) 

literature 

pu\tcl (m.) 

cake 

patenk? <f.) 

patent 

|Ki>o <m.l 

turkey 

pluma i i.) 

fountain |X*n 

|Miblaii<in (f.> 

population 




UNIT TWELVE 
gustar 


The vcfb guslar is used 10 translate the English verb 'to like' and so is very common in 
Spanish. The important thing to bear in mind right from the outset, however, is that it 
does not actually mean 'to like', but ‘to be pleasing'. In order to say i like coffee', what 
you actually have to say is 'coffee is pleasing to me'. Thus tl>e vert* will be in the thud 
person singular, and the to me' will he translated by il>c indirect object pronoun me (.see 
Unit III: 

Me gusta el cafe. 

I like coffee. 

Hit. 'Coffee is pleasing to me.' I 

Obviously if the things liked are plural, then a third person plural verb must be used, as 
the plural noun is the subject of the verb: 

Me gustan las peliculas. 

I like films. 

Oil. 'Films are pleasing to me.’) 

The construction can be used with all indirect object pronouns as follows: 

£Te gusla mi coche? 

Do you like my car? 

(Is my car pleasing to you?) 

I.e gusla jugar al tennis. 

He likes to play tennis(playing tennis. 

(To play tennis is pleasing to him. I 

No nos gustan las gallelas. 

We don’t like the biscuits. 

(The biscuits are not pleasing to us.) 

iOs gusla la idea? 

Do you like live idea? 

(Is the idea pleasing to you?) 
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I.es gusla patinar. 

They like to skate/they like skating. 

(To skate is pleasing to them.) 

If the indirect object is named, it is normally placed at the beginning of the sentence and 
must be introduced by a. but the pronoun form is also included in the sentences and 
cannot be omitted: 

A Juan le gusta el futbol. 

Juan likes football. 

(Football is pleasing to Juan.) 

A mis padres no les gusta la idea. 

My parents don't like the idea. 

(The idea is not pleasing to my parents.) 

This construction can cause some difficulty for English spcakeis and so needs to be 
studied very carefully. 

In colloquial Spanish you will come across the verb guslar being used in other ways, 
i.e. not only in the third person, for example: 

Me gustas niucho. 

1 like you very much/you are very pleasing to me. 

Yo le gusto. 

He likes me/I am pleasing to him. 

There are a number of common verbs in Spanish that follow live same pattern as guslar, 
for example: 

interesar (to interest i 

Me interesan tus opiniones. 

1 am interested in your opinions. 

(Your opinions are interesting to me.) 

encantar (to delight/charm) 

I.es eneanta la casa. 

They are delighted by the house. 

(The house is delightful to them I 


apeteccr (to be appealing) 
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10 


Me apelcce valii esla noclie. 

1 feel like going out ihi.s evening. 

(h is appealing to me to go out this evening.! 

doler (to hurt) 

Me duele la cabe/a. 

My head huits/1 have a headache. 


Exercises 

I Fill in the fust blank with the appropriate form of tire pionoun in brackets. You will 
another space after the vert), decide whether tire verb agrees \v ith the subject or 
whether it needs the plural ending: 

Eamiple : _grata_ora pantulunra (Vd.) 

lx Kuvlan e*ra pantalones 


1 

gusta 

la eoeina franeesa. (vosotrosi 

: No 

L'usla 

jugar al tenis. (ellos) 

3_ 

o 

gusta 

las fotos de tus hermanas. <yo) 
el futbol y el golf, (nosotros) 

4_ 

gustj 

6_ 

- gusta- 

gusta 

Csa pelfcula? (tu) 
los restaurantes chinos. (Vd.) 

7 1 _ 

. gusta_ _ 

. el cine? (Vds.) 

8No_ 
9i_ 

_gusta_ 

- - 

la clase de qulmiea. (ella) 
esos apanamentos? (vosotrosi 


10 No gusta . la lluvia. (nosotros) 

2 Answer the sentence as in the example. You are always the speaker: 

Euiuiple: ;Tr gustan otra pantuhinrs? (that skirl I 

No. no nn- gustan otas pantalimo. me gusta esa falda. 

1 i ,Os gusta cl piso? (those apartments) 

2 ,'.Le gustan a Malta esas flores? (that rose) 

3 ,'.Les gustan a ellos los restaurantes franccses? I Italian) 

4 ;.Te gusta este lihro? (tlrose novels) 

5 j.Os gustan cstos coches? (that motorcicle) 

6 i.Les gusta (a Vds.) la lluvia? (la nieve) 

7 jLe gustan a tu hermana estas sortijas? (those necklaces) 

8 ,'Tc gustan estas botas? (these shoes) 

3 Change the verb preferir for gusta r as in tire example: 
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Eiample: Vd*. priTitrtn el cuchr ruju. 

L«* jmU mas el cuchr rajo. 

1 Nosouos preferimos la comida china. 

2 Lola prcfiere ir do compras. 

3 Roclo y Elena prefieren dos cafe's con let he. 

4 Vosouos preferls cl pantaldn negro. 

5 Nosouos prefcrinios las cosas claras. 

6 Preficro esta habitacidn. 

7 Prefieres una casa con piscina. 

8 Vd. prcfiere llamar desde el mdvil. 

9 Vosouos preferls los jardincs giandes. 

10 Pedro prefiere las novelas de lenor. 

4 Ask ihe following questions in Spanish as in the example: 
£i ample: Ask me ... if Pedro likes football fVd.l 

;.I.e gusta el futbol? 


Ask me ... 

1 if I like the red skin (lui 

2 if I like the cinema (Vd.) 

3 if we like Chinese restaurants (vosotros) 

4 if we like red wine (Vds.) 

5 if they like those rooms 

6 if Rocio likes playing 

7 if we like playing the piano (vosotros) 

8 if I like reading itui. 

5 Choose the appropriate form of the verb in brackets. 

1 (Le intcrcsa. le interesan. dl intcresa) las noticias. 

2 A los franceses (le gustan. Ic gusta. les gustai comer y beber. 

3 A ti (te encanta, te encantas. te encantan) los bombones. 

4 A mis piimos (les apetecen. le apetece. les apetece) venir a Madrid. 

5 A vosotras no (os gustdis. les gustan. os gusta) vivir en Barcelona. 

6 (Me encanto. me encantas, me encanta I cl cine dc terror. 

7 C A Ud. lie apetece. les apetecen. le apetecen)comer paella? 

8 A nosotros (nos interesamos. nos interesa. nos interesan) los coches antiguos. 

9 A ella I la gusta. le gusta. sc gusta) Pedro. 

10 , A Uds. (le gustan. los gustan. les gustan) los animates? 
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Cultural brief 

, Qui let gusia v no let gut In a lot espafioles? 

A los espafioles les gusta cl sol y el buen lienipo. y las vacationes en las costas espafiolas 
son las preferidas poe las familias. A los espafioles les gusia pascar y despot's de trabajar 
las fainilias soclen salir a "dar una vuelta'. sobie todo en verano cuando hate calor. A los 
espafioles les gusia comer bien y lienen una dieia ntediterninea. aunque hay una variedad 
muy grande de comidas llpicas en todas la regiones. A los espafioles les gusia lener a la 
familia cerca y hay mucho coniaeto enire hermanos. primes, sobrinos. cie. 

No a todos los espafioles les gustan los toros. Algunos espafioles creen que los loros cs 
un pasatiempo ciuel y que debe scr prohibido. Tampoeo a todos los espafioles les gusia el 
flamenco. El flamenco es s«Slo tfpico de Andalucfa. las otras regiones de Espafia lienen 
sus propias tradieiones musicales. 


I tom Inin 
lusatirmpti I in.) 
pmhihid" 
loros <los) 


Key vocabulary for I nil 12 

chocolate 

bobby 

forbidden 

bullfighting 




UNIT THIRTEEN 
Radical changing verbs 


So far we have seen how verb endings in Spanish change to indicate the subject of like 
verb, thus an ending in -o indicates that tike subject is T. whereas -mas indicates that the 
subject is ‘we 1 . However, some veibs in Spanish also have changes to their stems or roots 
(hence the term ‘radical changing'). 

The change occurs in the vowel that receives the stress, hence it will not occur in all 
persons of the verb. Here is an example of a verb in which a stressed e w ill change to ue 
poder (to be able) puedo 

purdn 

puede 

podenuis (note the stress Is mx on the o) 
podeis (nolc the stess is not on the 01 

pueden 


If you look at the rules of stress given on pp. xi-xiii. you will see that in the first and 
second persons plural of regular verbs (i.e. 'we' and ‘you’) the stress is on the ending, not 
on tl»e v owel in the stem. 

Other common verbs that behave like poder and have this change from o to ue in the 


stem are: 


altnorcir 

to have lunch 

contar 

to tell or to count 

dormir 

to sleep 

tnorir 

to dit¬ 

mostrar 

to show 

mover 

to mover 

voider 

to return 


This is by no iwans a complete list, but these are some of the more common verbs that 
have this change. There is no way of telling just by looking at the infinitive that a verb is 
radical changing - e.g. comer is not radical changing but contar is. but you will usually 
find the radical change indicated in brackets in the dictionary, e.g.: tnorir (ue) tto die). It 
is important to leam this along with tike verb. 

One verb jugar. ‘to play’, has a radical change u to ue: 
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juego 

juegas 

jueja 

jugamos 

juegan 

In another group of radical changing vetbs 

example: 

penxar |to think) 


stressed e in the stem changes to k\ for 

pit'DMI 

pitfiuas 
piena 
pemanioec 
pensuis 
pirn van 


Othet common verbs that follow this pattern are: 


despertar 

pvrdcr 

prtfmr 

querrr 


to wake up <de*pirrto. etc.) 
to lave 

to prefer tprefiero. etc.) 
to want 


A final type of radical change is front e to i. Only a few -ir verbs have this change. An 
example is servir ‘to serve’: 

sirvo 

sines 

sine 

servimos 

sservfc 

sirven 

Other verbs which follow this pattern arc: 

I**dir to ask fw 

itu'dir to measure 
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Exercises 

1 Fill in ihc gaps with ihe appiopiiaic form of ihc veifo: 

1 (dial (querer) una murtccu nucva. 

2 £<ellos)_(poder) salir al patio'? 

3 (yo)_(pedu i silencio. 

•1 . (eniendei) a la madro de Juan? 

5 (vosotros) (jugail con el baldn en el jardfn. 

6 (Vds.) no_(icnerl hold en Madrid. 

7 cellos! . (venir) a la fiesta? 

8£<lti)qua_? (decir) 

9 (Yo) no_ienienden lo que dices. 

10 (vosoiros) ___ (cslar) en una easa preciosa. 

11 i(Vd.). (ir) a una reunion mart an a? 

12 (Yo) no (eniender i los verbos irregularcs. 

13 £(tti) (encender) la lu/.. por favor? 

14 it Vds.)_(volvcr) a Espafta este verano? 

15 <yo). (pieferir) la falda verde. 

2 Change the subject of Ihe sentences as in the example: 

Eiample : Vo* a Madrid ole verano inmotrosk 

Vanias a Madrid Bit verano. 

1 Esiamos eansados. (vosotros) 

2 Queremos una cocina nueva. (61) 

3 iPod6is venir maflana? (yo) 

4 ^Venimos martana? 4 lu) 

5 No pedimos la luna. (ellos) 

6 Jugamos al lenis. (Vds.) 

7 No dccimos nada. (Vd.) 

8 Perdenvos las Haves lodos los dfas. (yo) 

9 Huelo el perfume. (Hi) 

10 Doimfs dentasiadas horas. (ella) 

11 Tengo demasiado iiabajo. (vosotros) 

3 Translate ihe following sentences into Spanish: 

1 1 understand Lola veiy well. 

2 She prefers ihe rod ear. 

3 Do you go back lo England eveiy summer? 

4 They play tennis. 
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5 Do you (Ud.) serve dinner at 5.00? 

6 He sleeps umil midday. 

7 They have lunch at school. 

8 You (lids.) don't undeistand French? 

9 They tell a story to the children every night. 

10 He can’t do this. 

4 Complete the following text w ith the verbs below: 

jut'Ko jugunxn vainus preGcro pu«lo cntiindi 
micIii pmlcinix prtfiere prilirlinix 


Vivo en EspuDu. en Alicante, aunque soy ingles. (1) Espaha porque como 
cl tiempo cs mcjoi (2) hacer mas cosas al aire libre. A mi novia (Anal y a 
mi nos gustan los depones de montaBa aunque _(3| los deportes dc agua: la 
vela, la moto aeuatica y el submarinismo. Tamilian <4) at tenis juntos y yo 
(5| al fritbol con mis amigos los doiningos por la maflana. En invierno. 

cuando_ (6). Ana y yo_(7) a los Pirineos porque tambidn nos gusta 

esquiar. En Sentana Santa yo _(8) volver a Inglatcrra de vacaciones. Ana 

(91 qucdarse en Espafta porque no_( IOi inches. 

5 Complete the following texts w ith the appiopriate verb in the right fomi: 
guslar qucrcr pixlcr preferir 


Me (11 mucho el bricolage._ (2) haeer yo las cosas porque asl _ 

(3) haeerlas exactamente como yo ___ (4). 

almur/ar volver dorinir ir 


Cuando haee calor. yo (5> la siesta todos los di'as. En verano por la maftana 
(6| a la playa. luego (7) en casa y despuds de la siesta (8) a la 
playa un par de horas. 


Cultural brief 

Chile 

Chile, como Argentina, es un pals lleno de eontrastes. tanto ciimiticos como gcogrificos. 
Aunque no es tan grande en extension como Argentina, tiene una longitud enorme (mis 
de 4.<XX) kildmetros). La cordillera de los Andes recone el pats de none a sur y hace de 
Chile un pals de una bclleza excepcional. Tiene tambidn. como Argentina, una gran 
herencia curopea. tanto en la arquitectura como en la cultura. Pablo Neiuda. conocido por 
su poesfa. e Isabel Allende (novelista) son dos de los escritores chilenos mas famosos 
fuera de sus fronteras. 

Chile produce los mejores viixis de America del Sur y los exporta a EEUU y a Euiopa. 
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Key vocabulary for I’nit 13 


beilrxa(f.) 

beauty 

bricolaxe (m.) 

DIY 

cordillera (f.) 

mountain range 

writer (m.) 

writer 

lie re ncia l f.) 

heritage 

Ileiui 

full 

kmjcitud If.) 

length 

rclujado 

relaxed 

submariniMiiu (m.) 

.scuba diving 




UNIT FOURTEEN 
Reflexive verbs 


Reflexive verbs are nomally used for actions that the subject performs to 'him/herself. 
e.g. i wash (myself)'. i wake (myself)’. In other words the subject and the object of the 
verb are the sanxr. Remember that in English, however, the ‘myself/yourself. etc. are 
often implicit rather than stated, thus we would usually say ‘1 washed* with the 'myself 
being implicit in the lack of any other direct object. 

In Spanish the use of reflexive verbs is much mote common and tl>c reflexive pronoun 
must be used: 

Me lavo. Sr ck*spk*rta 

1 wash (myself)* He wakes (himself). 


bm 

lavo el cochr. Despierta a las ninos. 


I wash the car. 


I le wakes the children. 


The form of the reflexive verb in Spanish is as follows: 
me lavo I wash (myself) 


te lavas 


you wadi (yourself) 


se lava 


he/she washes (himself/herself) 


nas ljumin 
os lavais 
se lavan 


you wadi (yourself) 

we wash nr.iiselves) 

you wadi (yourselves) 

they wadi (themselves) 
you wadi (yourselves) 


The pronoun is placed in from of the verb in the present tense. But as we saw in Unit 11. 
pronouns arc noimally placed at the end of certain pans of the verb, notably the 
infinitive, the gerund (set Unit 15) and the imperative, which will be dealt with at a later 
stage. 

c.g. Voy a lavarnu*. 

I am go«ng to wadi (myself). 

Tcnemos que dcsperlarnos. 

We hav e to w ake up. 


Other common reflexive verbs are. 
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k'tanturxc 
jcosLirM* i tie I 
aft'ibne 
prinw 
vevtirve til 

|XIHTW 


l<> gel up 
to go to bed 
to .shave 

to comb one's hair 
to get dresved 
to put on 


Note: When referring 10 pails of (Ike body or articles of clothing. a reflexive verb is often 
used in Spanish 10 express possession in preference lo live possessive adjective: 

Sc lava la cara. 

He washes his face. 


Sc rontpe la pierna. 

He breaks his leg. 

Me quilo cl abrigo. 

I lake off my coat. 


Tire reflexive passive 

A reflexive form of the verb is often used in Spanish when we would use a passive in 
English, for example: 

Sc habla ingles. 

English is spoken. 

Sc v enden sellos. 

Stamps are sold. 

Sc cultiv an maiuanas. 

Apples are grown. 

Note that the verb form is the third person singular or plural, depending on the subject. 

This construction is normally only used when the subject of the vert) refers to an 
inanimate object. This is because in such cases there is little likelihood of contusion with 
the reflexive meaning, since inanimate objects cannot perform the actions on themselves. 

In the above examples, newspapers cannot sell themselves, neither can apples grow 
themselves, so there is no possible confusion with the reflexive meaning. 

Notice live word order of this construction - the verb is normally placed before the 
subject. 
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A singular reflexive constiuction can also be used to convey the meaning ‘it is ♦ past 
paiticiple' for example: 

Se dice que... 

It is said that... 


Sc cree que... 

It is believed that... 

Sc espera que... 

It is Imped that... 


Exercises 

I Write the appropriate form of the reflexive pronouns in the blanks. 


2 _ 

_lava 

6 

7 _ 

_Icvanta 

duehan 

3 _ 

■ m w ^ — 

8 _ 

desnierta 

4 

auilan 

9 _ 

vis 

5 _ 

i 

romi*: 

10 

_ peinais 


2 Answer the follow ing questions as in the example: 

Example: ;A que bon le k> aulas? <9.00> 

Me lev unto a Us 9.00 

1 ,.Os levantais temprano? (tarde) 

2 iA quif hora se despierta < Vd.)? (6.001 

3 i.Se duehan lellosi pot la maliana? inoche) 

4 iA quif hora se van a Uahajar (Vds.)? (7.30) 

5 ,'Te acuestas tarde? (pronto) 

6 i.Se afeitan (ellos) con brocha? imaquinilla) 

7 ,.Ad6nde os viis? (Galicia! 

8 i.Cuimlo te vas? imaflana) 

9 ,'.Se lava el pelo (Vd.) dos veces a la semana? (todos los dlas) 

10 iOs quitais la bufanda? lei ahrigo) 

3 Translate the following sentences into Spanish: 

1 I get up at 7.00 every morning. 

2 Site has her shower after breakfast. 

3 Can you <tu i eat all of that? 

I They go to bed very late at night. 
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5 Do we lake off our shoes? 

6 He doesn't w ake up till 9.00. 

7 What time do you wake up. sir? 

8 The children are putting on their coats. 

9 When do you (Vds.) go to New York? 

10 They are buying themselves clothes. 

4 Answer these questions with the reflexive passive as in the example. 
Eiample: ,'.(.'omprai.v'«impran pcriodicos in csta oficina? 

Si. sc comp ran. 


I j Vendeis helados eti esta tienda? 

2 i Alquilais habitaeiones en este piso? 

3 j.Ilacen traducciones al chino? 

4 ^HablAis francos en las teuniones? 

5 ,.Ponen nnisica para Ios clientes que esldn esperando? 

6 i.Estais importando mucha Iruia? 

7 ,.Estan comprando mucho en Navidad? 

8 ^Necesitais mas profesores? 

9 jOfrecen buenas condiciones de trabajo? 

10 £Arregl£is motos en este taller? 

5 Change the infinitives for the reflexive passive to make up the recipe for a potato 
omelette: 

1 Pelar 3 patatas medianas. 

2 Lavar las patatas. 

3 Cottar las patatas en lonchas finas. 

4 Lavar un pimiento vetde o pelar una cebolla. 

5 Cottar la mitad del pimiento o la cebolla en cuadraditos pequeflos. 

6 AHadir a las patatas y salat. 

7 Fieir en mucho aceite a fuego suave hasta que la patata esta muy blanda. 
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8 Sacar la mezda del aceite y cscurrir. 

9 Calentar un poco de aceiie en una sarti'n. 

10 Baiir dos huevos. salar y aftadir la palala y el pimienio o la cebolla. 

11 Hacer la tortilla a fuego leruo. 

12 Dar la vuelta a la toitilla con un plato llano y hater por el oiro lado. 

6 Translate ihe following sentences into Spanish with a reflexive passive: 

1 People say that the King is ill. 

2 Cheaper flats are being built now. 

3 It is believed that pollution is destroying the environment 

•I It is said that bilingual children learn faster than monolingual children. 

5 People believe that there can be a war. 


Cultural brief 


Coilu Ru n 

Costa Rica cs un pals de America central que tiene fronteras con Nicaragua al none y 
Panama al sur. Es un pats pequcAo con una poblacidn de unos cuatro millones de 
habitantes. Una tie sus principalcs fuentes econd micas es el turismo poique aide mis de su 
clima tropical y sus fabulosas playas del Caribe y la costa del Paelfico. Costa Rica es 
conocida por su cuidado al medio ambiente. Alrededor de un cuano de la supcrficie de 
Costa Rica esti dedieada a paiques naturales y espacios protegidos pt>r lo que hay mucho 
ecoiurismo. Esta forma de lutismo la practican personas que estun interesadas en la 
ecologla y van en busca de plantas y animates que no sc pueden vcr en ningrin otio sitio 
del plaiveta. Al misnx> tiempo que se aseguran de que su forma de turismo no desuuye el 
medio ambiente. 


Key vocabulary for Unit 14 


alrededor 

around 

a nadir 

to add 

j^urarse de 

to make sure 

baiir 

to heal 

bmea <f.) 

search 

calentar 

to heat up 

clima 1 m.) 

climate 

cortar 

to cut 

de die ado 

dedicated 
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deslruir 

It> destroy 

rscurrir 

to dnun 

freir 

to fry 

fuente If.) 

source 

habitants mi.) 

inhabitant 

huevo (m) 


lavar 

to wash 

loticha (f.> 

slice 

medio amhiintr lm .1 

the environment 

ntczcla if.) 

mixture 

pclar 

to peel 

pi aorta (m.) 

planet 

plato (m.) 

dish 

poblaiion (f.) 

population 

protegido 

pro4eeted 

salar 

to add salt 

sarten 1 f.) 

frying pan 

superflcic (f.) 

surface 



UNIT FIFTEEN 
Present continuous tense 


The present len.se in Spanish can be used i or ihe simple picseni lense 'docs' or ihe 
continuous form 'is doing’, for example: 
cumpra he buyWhe is buying 

eserilMi I ttrilc .1 am unting 


If. however, you want to emphasize the ongoing nature of lire verb. i.e. that tire action is a 
continuous one which is in progress at the time referred to. you can use the verb estar 
with the gemnd to say literally ‘is doing'. 

The gerund is roughly equivalent to the form of the verb ending in '-mg' in English, 
but it must be borne in mind that the ‘-ing’ fomi in English has a far greater range of 
meanings than tike gerund in Spanish. 

The gerund in Spanish is formed by adding -undo to the stem of -ar verbs and -iendo 
to the stem of -er and -Ir verbs. For example: 

«mi|>ramlii buying 

tscribiendu writing 

The following points, however, need to be remembered when forming the gemnd: 

• With -ir radical changing verbs, tike vowel before live -undo or -iendo changes. 

The change is always from -e to -i and from -o to -u. hence: 


Kriir 

virv iendo 


preferir 

prefiriendo 


inurir 

imiriendn 


rtir 

riendo 

{Note: One i iv omitted. > 


• -er and -ir verbs whose stems end in a vowel have a y instead of an i. The 
pronunciation is not affected: 


trier 

truvendo 

oir 

uvendo 

leer 

lev endo 


So an alternative way of saying 'he is buying’, when you want to emphasize the 
continuous nature of the action would be esta comprandu Other examples are: 
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Estov esperundo. 

I am waiting. 

Estamos comiendo. 

We am eating. 

;.Q u<? est£s hadendo? 

What aic you doing? 

Notice that the form of the gemnd is invariable. In other words it does not change 
regardless of the subject of the action. 


Other uses of the gerund 

1 The gerund can be used to indicate the means by which something is done. In such 

cases it is often the equivalent of the English by *-ing\ or 'if you...’: 
e.g. Ks**ueliandt> bicn aprende* mucho. 

By listening carefully you learn a lot. 

If you listen carefully you learn a lot. 

Vas a nnborracharte. hclticmlu tanto >im>. 

You are going to get drunk tbvj drinking so much wine. 

You arc going to get drunk if you drink so much wine. 

2 It can also be used to indicate the mason for something: 
e.g. Sietulo muy jovtn. no >a a conscguir cl pucslo. 

Because he’s very young, be won’t get the job. 

Kvtando cn Madrid voy a visitor cl niusco del Prado. 

Since 1 am in Madrid. I am going to visit the Prado museum. 

Note: Unlike the English ‘-ing\ the gemnd cannot be used to describe nouns. Therefore, 
phrases like a man carrying a suitcase* should be translated as 'a man who is earning a 
suitcase': 

e.g. l.’n hotnhrr que lie* a una malcta. 

A man carry ing suitcase. 

I’na bolsa que conticnc 1.000 euros. 

A bag containing 1.00(1 euros. 
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Position of pronouns with the gerund 

As we saw in Unit 11. pronouns arc added to the end of certain verb forms, and the 
gerund is one such form. In the case of the present continuous tense, however, the 
pronouni sl can either be added to the gerund or placed before like form of estar: 
e.g. Kstii lavandose l or sc csla lav undo i. 

lie iv washing (himself). 

Eslanios coinprundoU (or la rstamos cmnprando i. 

We are buying it. 


Notice that when a pronoun is added to the end of a gerund, it becomes necessary to add 
a stress mark. This follows the natural rules of stress {see introductory section on 
•Stress’). 


Exercises 

I Write the gerund of the follow ing verbs, taking into account that there may be some 
radical changing vetbs: 


1 can tar 

6 ocr 

11 coniar 

2 corrcr 

7 ver 

1 2 oler 

3 cscribir 

» bailor 

13 conducir 

4 nrir 

9 leer 

14 iktimir 

5 caer 

10 freir 

15 *rr 


2 Translate these sentences into Spanish. Join live two sentences into one w ith a gerund. 

as in the example: 

Eiample: They go to the pork. They are skipping. 

Van al parque sultandu. 

1 She comes in. She is crying. 

2 They go to school. They are running. 

3 You study (Vd.i. You are listening to music. 

4 We paint the walls. We are singing. 

5 I talk. 1 am shouting. 

6 He sleeps. He is snoring. 

7 You (Yds.) have dinner. You (Yds.) are watching the television. 

8 You (vosotros) have breakfast. You (vosotros) are reading the newspaper. 

3 Change the following conditional sentences into one w ith a geiund as in the example: 
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Example: Si dcjit lit lumar. engordv. 

IK'junilii dc iuinur cnsordas. 

1 Si paga (Vd.) mis. consigoe entradas. 

2 Si estudias un poco. aprnebas el examcn. 

3 Si esiamos enfemios. no podemos ir. 

■I Si cogemos cl Iren. Ilcgamos larde. 

5 Si sabds informiliva. eonseguls trabajo. 

6 Si vomen lanio. se van a poner enfemios. 

7 Si bebemos mucho. no podenios condueii. 

8 Si buscan la palabra en el ditvionario. emienden la frase. 

9 Si eorias el c&ped, esta mas boniio el jaidln. 

10 Si andais deprisa. Hegiis anics dc la cena. 

4 Fill in ihe blanks with the eoirecl form of the continuous form of the present: 

1 (£11 _ (cantar) en la ducha. 

2 (nosotros) (comer) en un restaurantc chino. 

3 (yo) _(caminar) haeia cl parquc. 

4 (Vds.i (escuthar) la radio. 

5 (Till no _loir) lo que te digo. 

6 (Vd.)_(extudiai) espaftol. 

7 (vosotros)_(lavar) el coche. 

8(cllos)no (piestarl atenei6n. 

9 (til)_ipeiden cl tiempo. 

10 (dial (domiiri airiba. 

5 Answer ihe following questions with the continuous form of the present: 

1 i.Qik haven (cllosi? (cantar) 

2 iQik hac£is? (escribir a Marla l 

3 i.Qui' haven (Vds.i? (leer un documento) 

4 ,Qik haves? (haver la venal 

5 ;.Qu£ haven (ellos)? ljugar en el jardln) 

6 ,.Qu£ havds? (oir miisica) 

7 ,-Qik have (Vd.|? (ver la pelivula) 

8 iQik haven (Vds.)? (fregar los platos) 

9 ,.Qu£ havds? (preparar una fiesta) 

10 iQu£ haves? (apeender espaholi 
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Cultural brief 

Lxi inmigracirfn y el raclsmo en E\/xtfut 

Espafta estd cambiando cn tenia* de inmigraetbn. Cada vez hay mi* inmigrantes cn 
Esparta que Began al pafs huscando niejorcs oportunidadcs de tiabajo y do vida. Los 
principals giupos de inmigrantes vicnen del none de Africa imagrchiesi y de America 
Ivlina (latinoamericanos) aunque en los ultimo* aftos estdn llegando cada vez mi* 
pcisona* de Europa del este. 

Se dice que a los cspaAoles no les gustan los inmigrantes peto eso no es veixlad. 
Aunque existe el racismo en ciertos grupos sociales. no se puede aseverar que toda la 
sociedad espaAola es racista y los diferentes gobiernos espaftoles y la* organizaciones no 
gubcmameniales <ONGs) estdn haciendo un gian esfuerzo para conseguir la integraeidn 
de los inmigrantes en la sociedad cspa/lola. 

Los inmigrantes en Espaila estin tiahajando principalmente en el servicio domdstico. 
en el campo y en trahajos manuales. 


au'UTur 
campo in.) 
esfuerzo (m.) 
inmigracion (f.) 
integration <f.) 
mag re hi 
ONG (f.> 

servicio domcstico im.l 
teina I'm.) 
vida i f.) 


Key vocahular) for Unit 15 

assert, state 
field, agriculture 
effect 

inmigration 
integration 
North African 

non governmental organization <NGO) 

domestic service 

subject 

life 




UNIT SIXTEEN 
Possessives 


Possessive adjectives 


In order to indicate the owner of an object or objects, the following possessive adjectives 
are used. Notice that they agree with the objeet(s) owned, not the ownei. 
mv miTnis 

your ituitu/tii% 


hisfticr/its/your (listed) 

OUT 

your (vutfolras) 
their/your (ustink^i 
e.g.: my books 

vour money 
his magazine* 
our h cxi vc 
our friends 
their family 


vu'vux 

nui'vlrd'nuwlrii'nuevlrovnui'vlrav 

lurvtrix'iutHlra'iuotriM'VUuvIrav 

mi/mb 

ml* libra* 
tu dinero 
suv re% idav 
nucslru cava 
nurstren amigo* 

*u familia 


As you can see. ‘your’ can be tu(s). suts) or vucstrofs) depending on whether you are 
talking to one person or more than one person and whether you would address the person 
<people) with the familiar tu/vosotros or the formal usted/ustedes. hence: 
tu amigo your friend (talking to one pervon you know mil) 
tus amigo* your friends l talking to one person you know well) 

vuevtro gato your cat (talking to more than one pervon you know well (i.e. belonging to 
vuMitroti 


\ uistrav your daughters l belonging to t a*otro*j 

hijas 


*u cava your house (talking to one pervon or more than one pervon you do not know well) 
*u* billctcs your tickets l talking to one w more than one person you do nH know well) 


Them is no problem with tu and vuestro as long a* you remember that the possessive 
adjective must agree in number and gender with the object owned and not the owner, but 



hnifiviro 11! 


su can sometimes be ambiguous. Normally, the context makes the meaning clear, but if 
thete is doubt it is possible to clarify tl>e meaning as follows: 

La casa de I'd. <su casa) 
your house 


La casa dc I'ds. (su casa) 

your house I w hen more than one person owns the house) 


The same applies to ‘his’, ‘her 1 and their', although this is less common as it is usually 
assumed that su will be thiid rather than second person unless the context nukes it clear 
that this is not the case: 

Ij casa de cl Ij casa de clla 

his house her house 


la casj de cllos 


I.J casa de ellas 


their house 


their house 


Possessive pronouns 

If the object that is ‘possessed’ is omitted, the possessive adjectives described above have 
to be replaced by ’possessive pronouns' - “pronouns’ because they replace the noun. As 
with the possessive adjectives, due pronouns must agree in number and gender with tire 
objeet(s) owned, not with the owner: 

Mis zapatos 

my shoes 

Los mfos 

mine (referring to a masculine plural object) 

Tus zapatos son blancos. Ins mfos son a/ulcs. 

Your shoes are white, mine arc blue. 


The forms of the possessive ptonouns are: 


mine 

cl into 

la miu 

li» mias 

las miuv 

vixirv 

cl tuyo 

la luy a 

los luyos 

las luvax 

hUton/ils/yours rld.i 

cl xtiyo 

la Miyu 

lux suvo\ 

las suyu.% 

our* 

cl nuextro 

la niK*\trj 

los nueslrov 

las nuevirus 

your* (plural) 

cl * iK*.\tro 

la vuextra 

l«» vucaItos 

las vuc.vlras 

theirc/yours (ids.) 

cl xuyo 

la Miyu 

los SUV o% 

las vuyuv 
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As with the possessive adjectives, suyo may be ambiguous and it* this is the case it can be 
replaced by the following: 

yours I book) cl de Id 

e.g. Mi libro « interrsante. pcro el de I'd. es aburrido. 

My book is interesting, but yours is boring. 

yours I books) los del'd. 

e.g. Mis libros evtan aqui. pero las dr I’d. estan en cl coche. 

My bo4>ks arc here, but yours an: in the ear. 

yours Imore than one owner) el dr Ids. 

las dr Ids. 

his (sisters) la* de el 

c.g. Mis hermanas viven en Madrid pero las de el no. 

My sisters live in Madrid, but his don’t, 
hers (house) la dr ella 

c.g. Mi casu es grande pero la de clla es pequena. 

My house is large, but hers is small, 
theirs (car) el de ellas 

c.g. Mi coche es un Seat pero el de ellas rn un Renault. 

My car is a Seat but theirs is a Renault. 

Note: The definite aiticlc icLlalovlasi is often omitted before the verb ser unless special 

emphasis is requited: 

e-g- Ksta casa ct inia. 

This house is mine. 

Esos libras son suyos. 

Those shoes are his. 


Exercises 

1 Translate the following phrases into Spanish: 

1 my sister 

2 your (td) brother 

3 his uncle 

4 her cousin 

5 our mother 
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6 your i Vd.i grandmother 

7 your (vo&otros) parents 

8 ihcir juni 

9 your (Yds.) mother-in-law 

10 my sister-in-law 

11 our son-in-law 

12 her grandson 

2 Fill in the blanks with the appropriate possessive adjective: 

Tengo una heimana y un heimano. El nombre de (I) _ hermana es Lola y (2) 
hermano se llama Mario. (3) madre vive en Madtid. muy cetea de 

(4)_hijos. Maiio estd casado. (5). mujer se llama Elena y (6) 

hijas se liaman Rocfo y Almudena. Lola esta easada con Jesus. (7)_suegros 

viven en Navarra. Elios tienen sdlo un hijo. (8> hijo se llama Luis. A Luis 
le gusta mucho jugar con (9) _ primas en casa de (10)_ahuela. 

3 Choose the correct possessive adjective for each blank (you will always have one left 

unused, which docs not fit in either of the blanks in live sentence): 

1 hermana vive en Madrid._hijos en Barcelona, (sus. mi, nuestroi 

2 A suegra le gusta el futbol. a_ntarido cl tenis. inuestra. sus. sui 

3 _ cufiada es abogada y_cufiadas son profesoras. (nuestro. vuestras. 

nuestra) 

4 No veo mucho a nietos pero_hija viene todas las semanas. (mi. 

vuestras. mis) 

5 hermano tiene tres coches. Todos _coches son depoitivos. inuestros, 

sus. vuestrol 

6 i.Tiene cuftado hemtunos? _hijas dicen que sf. <tu. vuestra. sus) 

7 i problemas estin solucionados!_hennano nos presta dinero. (nuestros. 

mi. nuestra) 

8 Iwrmano dice que tem'is una moto nueva ,.Es esa_moto nueva? 

(vuestra. sus. su) 

4 Change the following possessive adjectives into possessive pronouns as in the example: 

Example: mi libro 

el nuu 


1 tu problema 

2 mi pantaldn 

3 nuestro perro 

4 su prinui 

5 sus apuntes 

6 su piel 

7 vuestra moto 

8 sus sistemas 
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9 mis papers 

10 su jatxlln 

11 mi pimura 

12 iu jersey 

5 Complete the sentences with the verb and the possessive pronouns as in the example 
Example: Nosotros nlarain hacienda nucstra caina y vosotros ... 

Nosotros nlarain hacicndo nuevt ra cama v vosotros haciis la tihslra 

1 Elios esti lev end" sus periddieos y nosotros ... 

2 Yo estoy pintando mi acuarela y Vds ... 

3 Nosotros estamos pintando nuestra habitation y til ... 

4 Vd. esta esperandoen su cola y yo ... 

5 Marla esta haciendo sus dcbercs y vosotros ... 

6 Vosotros estdis comiendo vuestros bombones y ella ... 

7 Tu cstiis limpiando tu habitacidn y ellos ... 

8 lids, estdn hablandocon su jefe y Vd.... 

9 Yo estoy acabando mi trabajo y vosotros ... 

10 Nosotros estamos jugando con nuestras cartas y ellos ... 


Cultural brief 

Ecuador 

La eultura y la historia de Ecuador son tan ricas y divers as como su paisaje. que sc 
caraeteri/a pot sus altas montaftas y la selva amazdnica. La antigua eivili/acidn pre- 
colontbina de Ecuador sc conoce por sus pinturas. esculturas. su ccramica y sus trabajos 
de orfcbrcrla. 

Su capital es Quito y el pals ticne una poblacidn de alrcdedor de doce milloncs de 
personas. La mayor parte de su poblacidn es o mestiza o india. con un pequeflo 
porcentaje de descendientes de espaftoles o africanos. 

Ecuador ticne una gran atraccidn turfsiica por las islas Galapagos, que se eonocen cn 
el muikdo entero por su belleza y la riqueza natural de su ecosistema y son una reserva 
natural protegida. 


carucirrixur 
carta If.) 
ccramica If.) 
ci» ilixacidn If.) 


Key vocabulary for l.'nit 16 

characterize 
playing card, letter 
pottery 
civilization 
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(U Aid u 
dchtrw (m.) 
di>mo 
rscnltura «f.) 
nitto m.) 
orft'brt'rla i (.) 
paisa jc (mj 
pa pel l in. i 
porcenlajc (ro.) 
prr-<oIoml>in»> 
piel (f.) 

mem natural if.I 
selva ID 
sistema (m.) 
suegro I m. > 
yerno 


brother in law 

homework 

divcrw 

sculpture 

grandson 

precious metal work 

landscape 

paper 

percentage 

pre-Columbian 

skin, fur 

national park 

rain forest 

system 

father in law 

son-in-law 



UNIT SEVENTEEN 
The preterite tense 


The preieritc tense in Spanish, somerinves called the simple past tense in English, is used 
to describe completed actions in the past. For example; 

We bought a house. 

He played football. 

The actions took place at a specific time and are over and done with. 

This tense would not he used to describe actions that were on-going (e.g. 'he was 
watching television’) or that happened repeatedly (e.g. 'When I was young we always 
went to Spain for our holidays’) and it would not be used for descriptions (e.g. 'The sun 
was shining'). The tense required for the preceding examples will be discussed in Unit 
18 . 

The preterite has three sets of endings: one for -ar verbs, another for -er and -Ir verbs 
and the third for a small number of verbs that undergo a stem change. 

The endings for regular -ar verbs are as follows: 
e.g. conipnr (to buy) 



coinptr 

I bought 

•avlr 

compruMc 

you bought 

•« 

compro 

hWsbc bough* 
you <Ud.» bought 

»anui* 

com pram os 

we bought 

♦avtc-i* 

comprastcis 

you bixight 

•aron 

compruron 

they bought 
you <l'd*.j bought 


Here are some examples of other -ar veitos in the preterite tense. 

Desavunl a las ocho. 

I had breakfast at eight o'clock. 

Kscuchii un ruldo. 

He heard a noise. 
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Trabajaron todo el d/a. 

They winked all day. 

iTerminaste el llbro? 

Did you finish ihe book? 

The endings for icgular -er and -Ir veibs ate as follows: 



comer do cal) 

cccribir Ho write) 

*i 

comi 

cveribi 

•ivle 

comhtc 

t**cribfcti* 


comio 

cscribio 

•imos 

comima* 

I'^cribimw 

•ivtris 

conrntci* 

cicribBlcis 

•it* ri>n 

comic ron 

t'seri bicron 


Here are some examples of regular -er and -ir verbs in ihe preieritc tense: 

Deeidimos t ender la easa. 

We decided to sell the house. 

No vieron la pel/eula. 

They did not see ihe film. 

Bebf mueho tino anoche. 

I drank a lot of w ine last night. 

Vendid su coehe. 

He sold his eat. 

Note: The preterite of the verb dar (to give) uses -er endings d/. diste. dio. dUnos. 
disteis. dieron. 


Spelling changes 

Some verbs requite spelling changes in the stem of the preterite to confomi to the normal 
rules of pronunciation {tee introductory section on 'Pronunciation', pp. ix-xi. 

-ar veibs whose stem ends in i. c or g need a spelling change in the first person 
singular as follows: 


cinpi'ur 


to begin 


rnipecr 
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aparcjr 


lo park 


aparque 




to pay 


pague 


-er and -ir veitw whose stem ends in a vowel change the i of the ending to a y in the third 
poisons singular and plural: 

leer to read levd. lev cron 


caer 

dbtrihuir 

oir 


to fall 
to distribute 
to hear 


cay6 caveron 
dixtribuyd. distribuyeron 
ovd. oyer on 


Radical changing verbs in the preterite 

Most radical changing verbs do not undergo any spelling change in the preterite. The 
only radical changing verbs that do have a change are those in the -ir gioup. such as 
dormir. morir. servir. pedir. preferir. refr. 

The spelling change in the preterite only affects the third persons singular and plural, 
and in these persons e in the stem becomes i and o in the stem becomes u. For example: 


servir (to serve): 

servf 

xrrviino* 


serviste 

mrvfiiieb 


sir v id 

wrvieron 

morir (to die): 

mori 

mori m u% 


moriste 

morutcu 


murid 

marie run 


‘Strong* preterites 


Them is a group of verbs, sometimes called ‘strong' preterites, in which the stress is not 
on the last syllable, hut on the last hut one syllable. The endings for these verbs are as 
follows: 

e.g. hucer llo doi'to make) 


•e 

hicc 

•inios 

hicimox 

•isle 

hicivte 

•ixteix 

huivtcis 

•t> 

hizo 4 

•icrun 

huicron 


♦Note spelling change c to z. 

You will have noticed that there is also a change in the stem of this verb, and this is 
the case with many of the verbs in this group, consequently they aie sometimes referred 



The preterite tense 121 


lo as ‘irregular’ verbs in ihe preterite. The number of verbs in this group is quite small 
and it is best to learn them by heart. The following eommon verbs are in this group: 


amlur 

to walk 

andim*. uiiduviste. 
andino. etc. 

conducir 

to drive 

ccmdujt* 

cl t tir 

to say. tell 

dije 

cslar 

to be 

otme 

P°*r 

to be able 

pnde 

polMT 

to put 

Put* 

querrr 

to want 

quivr 

saber 

to know 

supe 

truer 

to have 

tuve 

Iraer 

to take 

traje 

venir 

lo come 

vine 


•Similarly other verbs ending in -udr such as tradueir <to translate), producir <to 
produce), etc. 

Note: Verbs with stents ending in -j. omit the i of the third person plural ending: 
trajeron. condujeron. dijeron. etc. 

The verbs ser and ir have the same preterite and only the context makes it clear whieh 
verb is being used. The preterite form of these verbs does not follow any of the preceding 
patterns and has to be learnt separately. It is as follows: 


fui 

1 wuWl went 

luimos 

we were/we went 

fuble 

you werc/you writ 

fuisteis 

you were/you went 

fue 

be wasJhe went 

Huron 

they were/they went 


she wa>/>he went 


you (IJds.j were/ 


you (l.di xvcre/vou wait 


you went 


Exercises 

I Give the appropriate form of the preterite <-ar verbs): 

1 ,.A quif hora te_(levantar) ayer? 

2 ,.Os (duchar) ayer despurJs de mi? 

3 1 _(cantar i Juan en cse coro? 

4 i.N'o_(nadar. Vd.) mueho el verano pasado? 

5 En 1936 los republicanos_(luchar) por la libertad. 

6 ;Vds._Ibailar) muclto unoche en la discotcca! 

7 Ttl me_(explicar) aver esto pero no lo entiendo todavla. 
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8 Nos_dollar) cl pclo ayci poi la maAana. 

9 Elena no _(compiar) nada aycr. 

10 i _ (lavar. vosotros) cl coche la semana pasada? 

2 Give ihe appropriate fonn of the preterite (-er verbs): 

1 El curso pan ado (leer, nosotros) El Quijoic en cl eolegio. 

2 Pedro y Juan _(beben demasiado en la fiesta de anodic. 

3 No _ (entender. yo) lo que ok- conuS. 

4 _(coiner) Elisa contigo aver? 

Si, (vender) Vd. su casa el afto pasado ? 

6 Ayerse __ (romper) la pierna. 

7 iOs _(eoscr) los bolones ayer? 

8 j_(coirer. Vds.) demasiado ayer! 

9 ,.Le (agradcccr. tu) su invilacidn? 

10 No le . (conocer. ellos) hasia el afto pasado. 

3 Give like appropiiaie form of the preterite <-ir verbs): 

1 . (rccibir. id) cl mes pasado la rcvista? 

2 ,'Cudodo_(vivir. Vd.) en Madrid? 

3 _(subir. nosotros) las esealcras corriendo. 

4 No (cscribir. Vds.) el inform: aycr. 

5 i ,A qud h»>ra_ (saliri su vuelo? 

6 (lucir. ellai un vestido largo para la fiesta de Versace. 

7 No (sucumbir, vosotros) a la tentacidn. 

8 (vivir, yo) con mis padres hasta 1987. 

9 iCudndo _ (exhibit, ellos) ese cuadro por ultima vez? 

10 . (rcscindir. tdi el contrato de Juan el mes pasado. 

4 Translate the following sentences into Spanish: 

1 I started my job in January. 

2 I parked my car in that street. 

3 He read all the books in the library. 

4 He fell down and broke his leg. 

5 Did you (Vd.) hear my programme last night? 

6 You (Vd.i didn't read die report. 

7 They didn't hear you last night. 

8 The girls didn't fall down. He pushed them. 

5 Give ilw appropiiaie form of the preterite: 

1 Se (doimir. Vd) pronto anodic? 

2 Le__ (pedir. ellos) la Have al conserje. 
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3 So_(rcir. Vds.) mucho anoche on cl line. 

4 Cudndo (morir) tu padre? 

5 _(preferir. olios»ir al leairo 

6 _iconipetir. Vd.) en la carrera do aycr? 

7 Sc_(dcspcdir. olios) do sus novias antes do parlir. 

8 Luis tc_(pedu i un favor aycr. ,.no? 

9 (sentir. Vd) mucho no verle. 

10 No nte (repetir. olios) la explicacirin. 

6 Translate the following sentences into Spanish using strong preterites: 

1 1 walked 10 kilometres yesterday. 

2 Sl>e could not do that. 

3 We drove a very small car in Madrid. 

4 He gave you my address. 

5 Did you go to Paris last summer? 

6 1 wasn’t here yesterday. 

7 They went to Paris w ithout me. 

8 He told them the news. 

9 Did you (Vd.) have a go.nl trip? 

10 You (Vds. i didn't want to accept my invitation. 

7 Answer the following questions in Spanish w ith the information provided in the 

brackets: 

1 Where were you (vosotros) last year? (In Romei 

2 How many books did you (Vd.) bring ? (tern 

3 When did you itui walk around with him? (last summer) 

4 Where did he put the parcel? (under the table) 

5 How did they go to Germany? (by car) 

6 What did we say? (nothing) 

7 When did you i Vd.) do that work? (yesterday) 

8 Did he fit (caber) in there? (no) 

9 How did she come to England? (by train) 

10 Were you able to buy the present? (no) 


Cultural brief 


Camlfo Jost Cela 

Camilo Jos.' Cela es un escritor espafto). premio Nobel, autor de obias nairativas. poes(a. 
memorias y libros de viajes. Naciri en Iria Flavia (Galicia), estudid en la univeisidad 
Complutense de Madrid y luchd en el bando fianquista durante la Gueira Civil espaflola. 
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Posteriormente rechazd la diciadura dc Franco y mantuvo una aciitud independiente. Su 
prime in novela fue La familia do Paseual Duarte (1942). Debido a problem." con la 
censura. La Colmcna <1951). una dc sue novclus mis cclcbiadas. iuvo que publiearse cn 
Buenos Aires. 

En 1956. Ccla fundd una revista lileraria dondc publied a muchos escriiores espadolcs 
cn cl cxilio duianic la diciadura franquisia. Escribid libios dc viajes que incluyen Viaje a 
la Alcan ia < 1948). su libro mis cclcbiado dc los dc csic gdnero. Publied tambidn pocsia. 
numerosos rclaios. adieu los periodlsticos y ensayos. Entre o<ros piemios recibid cl 
Prcmio Nobel dc Liieraiura cn 1989. y cl Prcmio Cervantes en 1995. En 1996 sc 1c 
nombrd marquds dc Itia-Flavia. 

Cela sc castf dos veces y murid a los 89 ados dc edad. 


Key vocabulary for Unit 17 


arliailo periodistico (m.) 

newspaper article 

IkiimIo < m.) 

side 

oanv 

to gel mat tied 

censura If.) 

censorship 

ddmlo a 

due to 

cl id acl lira (f.) 

dictatorship 

ensavo (in.) 

essay 

cxilio (m.> 

exile 

franquisia < in.) 

Francocst 

genero Ira.) 

genre 

guerru civil if.) 

civil war 

incluir 

include 

litrrario 

literary 

luihur 

to Tight 

man truer 

to maintain 

marques i m.) 

Marquis 

memoriae If.) 

memoirs 

niorir 

to die 

naccr 

to be bum 

narrative 

narrative 

poc«a (f.) 

poetry 

prcmio (n.) 

prize 

puMiar 

publish 
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rrcluixar 

reject 

relate* (m.) 

short story 

revista »fj 

magazine 



UNIT EIGHTEEN 
The imperfect tense 


In Unit 17 we saw that the preterite tense, or simple past tense, is used for completed 
actions in the past. Spanish distinguishes between completed actions (preterite tense I and 
repeated or continuous actions in the past (imperfect tense). 

The imperfect tense is used for descriptions and for actions that took place on a regular 
basis or over a period of time. The emphasis is on the on-going process rather than the 
completion of the action. 

Compare the two verbs in the following sentence: 

We n ere uniching the television when the phone rung. 

The first vert) ‘were watching' describes an on-going action, whereas ‘rang’ describes a 
sudden, completed action. In this sentence the difference is evident in the English form of 
the verb, hut it is not always this obvious, as in the case of habitual action: 

When I was young we (usually) went to Spain for our holidays. 

The idea of 'usually' or ‘always’ indicates that a different tense is required but sometimes 
the verb itself conveys the notion without any such explicit advert). 

In the case of descriptions it is clear that this is not a completed action, but an on¬ 
going state of affairs, hence the need for the imperfect tense: 

The sky nut blue and the sun shoite. 

The imperfect tense of -ar verbs in Spanish is formed as follows: 
c<mi|war (to buy) compruAii ci>mpriiAa»i«t 

comproiiri cornprnfam 

comprr&T ii>mpraftn/i 


The first person singular and live thiid person singular forms are the same, so if there is 
any possible ambiguity, the subject pronoun can be used for clarity. 

Notice that a stress mark is required on the first person plural - coinpidbamos. 

Here are some examples of tlse use of the imperfect tense of -ar verbs: 

Juan trabajaba in una fabrica. 

Juan worked (used to work/was working) in a factory. 
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Yo cantaba cn d coro. 

1 sang iused to sing/was singing) in the choir. 

I-os chicos bailahan en la discoteca. 

The hoys daneed (were dancing/used to dance) in the disco. 

Te esperdbamos en la estacidn. 

We were waiting (or you at the station. 


The endings for the imperfect tense of -er and -ir verbs are tire same and are as follows: 
comer (to eat) vivir (to live) 


cunuii 

«nu'<ii 

eonuir 

cunud/i 


vivia 

viviVri 

vivia 

vivjamoi 

viviVnv 

vivian 


Here are some examples of tire use of the imperfect tense of -er and -ir verbs: 

La familia Jimenez vivia en Madrid. 

The Jimdnez family lived in Madrid. 

Luis sientpre bebia demasiado vino. 

Luis always drank too much wine. 

Nunca entendia lo que me decian. 

I never uirderstood what they were saying to me. 

Juan y yo n«rs queriantos mucho. 

Juan and I loved each other very much. 

Them are only three verbs that do not follow the above patterns and they are. 


ur (lo bc> 

tr<io go) 

v er (to see) 

era 

iba 

veta 

era* 

ibax 

vcfaa 

era 

iba 

veta 

era m<i* 

ibamos 

vetanui* 

erab 

ibab 

vetab 
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iban 


vnan 


Here are some examples of these irregular verbs in the imperfect tense: 

Kra un dia eslupendo y hacia un tiempo nuignifico. 

It was a wonderful day and the weather was magnificent. 

No vciamos nada. 

We couldn't see anything. 


Nunca ibamos al cine cuando yo era joven. 

We never went to the cinema when 1 was young. 

You will notice that in all the examples given of the use of the imperfect tense, tire action 
of the vetb is either on-going, tepeated or went on over a period of time. In no cases does 
it describe a sudden or completed action. 


Past continuous tense 

In Unit 15 we saw that the veito estar can be used with the getund to form the present 
continuous tense. Similarly the imperfect tease of estar can be used w ith the gerund to 
form the past continuous tense: 
e.g. Kstaba operand" el autobus. 

1 was waiting for the bus. 

Kstabamos ciiiiihihIo. 

We were eating. 


Preterite or imperfect tense? 

Although these two tenses have quite distinct functions, it can sometimes he difficult for 
the non-native Spanish speaker to decide which is most appropriate. The following 
guidelines should help you to avoid mistakes. 

The impeifeet tense is generally concerned with tlie process of an activity whereas the 
preterite is concerned with its completion: 
e.g. Juan twcuchaba la radio. 

Juan was listening l when I airlveilk'uscil to listen to the radio. 

Juan i-ACueho la radio. 

Juan listened to the radio (last night). 
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The imperfect tense is often incomplete without reference (whether stated or implied) to 
another action in the preterite, in other words it describes what was going on when 
another action took place: 

e g. I'rcpuraba la cena cuando xirxi cl tckTomi. 

I was preparing supper when the phone rang. 

Lub leia cl pcriodiio iii.indi) llcgo Ml mo la. 

Luis was reading the newspaper w hen his girlfriend arrived. 


The imperfect tense sets tire scene for other ac tions: 

e.g. lias la buen tiempo cuando llegamns. 

Hie weather was fine when we arrived. 


The choice between the two tenses is often more related to how the speaker secs the 
situation than to strict linguistic guidelines, so careful observation of native speaker use 
will help you to use them coneetly. 


Exercises 

1 Write the correct fotm of the verb in bracket in the impcifeit tense: 

1 Mi heimano a Baicelona dos veccs por semana. (ir) 

2 Irene y Juan en un grupo todos los mu'rcoles. (bailar) 

3 Roefo y yo _cn un piso muy bonito. < vivir) 

4 j, _Ud. muclio esa empresa? < visiiar) 

5 Yo en aquel restaurante todos los dias. (comer) 

6 Elena y tu _un perro. ,'.no? (tenet) 

7 Aquella tarde nuichu. (Hover) 

8 Nosotras con los amigos de mi Itermano. tsalirj 

9 ,.N'o_lids, apartamentos? (alquilur) 

lOMisamigas en un coro. (cantari 

11 Pepe_depone dos veces a la semana. (hacer) 

12 Mis padres ehino muy bien. (hablar) 

13 Yo muy bueno cuando pequeflo. t set) 

14 Mi abuelo un coche muy viejo. (conducir) 

15 Juan y Lucia nunca nuestras opiniones. icompaitirl 

2 Complete the following sentences with the appropriate form of tlxe imperfect: 

_ (peinarse). 
i hablar i con nucstros 


1 Mientrasyo _ (afeilarsel. mi mu)er . (ducharse). 

2 Mientras mi heimano_(desayunar), mi hermana 

3 Mientras Uds._ (preparari la reunion, nosotros 

clientes. 
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4 Mientras vosotras <ir> a la compra. ellos la contida (hacer). 

5 Mien lias nosotros (estari on el cine. Juan iquedar) con Maiisol. 

3 Express the following in Spanish: 

Cuando era peque-no... 

1 1 used lo play football in tl>e park. 

2 He used to go to this school. 

3 Site used to sing in a choir. 

4 You (Ud.i used to understand French. 

5 You (lu> used to write stories. 

Cuando dramas pequeftos... 

6 They used to go to church. 

7 We used to eat at school. 

8 You (lids.) used to play sports. 

9 We used to ask for ice-cream all the time. 

10 You (tosotros) used to read horror stories. 

4 Answer the following questions as in the example: 

Example: iQuc haciuiv cuando legaran? (comer) 

Kslaburaos coinkndii. 

1 j.Qud hoc (an (ellos) cuando llegasteis? (leer) 

2 ;.Qud hada (dll cuando llamd? (estudiar) 

3 iQud hacla Ud. cuando recibid la noticia? (desayunar) 

4 i.Qud haefamos cuando los virnos? (vender en la calle) 

5 ,'.Qud haefas cuando lo descubriste? (escribir una notai 

6 ,'.Qud hac(an (Uds.) cuando lo supieron? <ver la television) 

7 ,'Qod hacla yocuando dl vino? (dormiri 

8 i.Qud hac(a Nuria cuando Aiancha llegd? (planchari 

5 Preterite or imperfect? 

Don Juan Carlos I. rey de EspaPa. < 11_ (nacer) el 5 de enero de 1938 

en Roma, donde (2) . (vivir) la Familia Real, que (3) 

(abandonar) EspaPa en 1931. 

El Rey (4) l llegari a EspaPa por primera vez a los die/, art os. Sus 

padres, entonces. no <S| _(residir) en Italia, sino en Portugal. Ei rey 

(6)_ . iquedarsei en EspaPa para completar su fomtacidn acaddmica y 

militar. 

El 14 de mayo de 1962 (7)_(casarse) en Atenas con la Princesa 

Sofia de Grecia. En 1963 )8i (naceri la primera de sus tres hijos. la 



The imperfect tense 131 


Infanta Doha Elena, dos artos mas tarde <9) (venin al mundo la 

Infanta Dofla Ciistina y cn 1968 el Principe Don Felipe. 

Don Juan Carlos (10) (empezar) su reinado cl 22 de noviembre 
de 1975. tras la muene dc Franco. 

6 Picteiite or imperfect? 

Ernesto Che Guevara <1| _ (sen argentino. (2) (cstudiar) 

mcdicina y en su pals |3| (participar) en la oposieidn polltiea contra 

el general PerrSn. A paitir de 1953 (4) _ (viajar) por varies palscs de 
Latinoaniitaca. 

En 1955 mientras (5) . (cstar) en Mexico <61 (eonocer) a 

Fidel Castro, que (7)_<cstar) preparando una expedition 

levolueionaria a Cuba. El Che (8| _ (convertirse) en uno de los 

hombres de confianza de Castro y <9) . (entrar) con tfl en La Habana 

cn 1959. Fue Fidel Castro quien le 110) (conceder) la nacionalidad 
cubana. 


Cultural brief 

Bolivia 

La historia de Bolivia esta muy unida a la historia de Peril hasta finales del siglo XVIII. 
En la dpoca precolombina, Bolivia foiniaha parte del intperio de los Incas. Durante la 
Conquista. Bolivia dependid del Peru y no fue hasta 1809 cuando se inietd un 
movimiento revolucionario para la independencia de cste pals. La independencia llcgd cn 
1825 y el primer presidente de la nueva republiea fue Simon Bolivar y. par <fl. Bolivia 
adoptd el nombre con el que la conocemos hoy. 

Duiante el siglo XX sc produjeron en Bolivia varios levantamientos populares que 
tuvieron eomo consecuencia grandes pioblentas socio-econdmicos para el pals. 

En la actualidad Bolivia ticne una poblacidn de alrededoc de ocho millones y medio de 
habitantes y esta haciendo un gran esfuer/o para el desarrollo de su economia de 
Mercado. 


Key tocahulan for Unit 18 


abandonar 

Id leave 

adopter 

Id adopt 

aft'ilars* 

Id shave 

cliente if., m) 

client 

c<mi|>arlir 

Id share 

confuin/a (f.) 

(rust 
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<(m«cutndu If.) 

consequence 

dcpendcr dc 

to depend on 

ducharsc 

to have a shower 

«<im>rau dc incrcado (f.) 

market economy 

cmprcsa i i.) 

company 

rn Ij uctualidad 

nowadays 

Iormacidn i (.) 

education, training 

in»|xrio (in.) 

empire 

indcpcmlcncia (f.) 

independence 

Iciantainiciito popular im.) 

popular upming 

Hover 

to rain 

niuviinicnto (m.) 

movement 

muerlc (f.) 

death 

pcinarM* 

to comb one's hair 

planchar 

to iron 

quedar 

to meet, to arrange to meet 

rcsidir 

to live 

revolucionario 

revolutionary 

sijjlo (m.) 

century (AVtfe: In Spanish, centuries are written 
with roman numerals. 1 


vcnir al niuiulo 


to be b«>m 



UNIT NINETEEN 
Perfect and pluperfect tenses 


Perfect tense 

The perfect tense in Spanish is used in a similar way to the perfect tense in English, i.e. to 
translate 'has/have + past participle', for example: 

I have bought 
They have eaten 

It is formed in Spanish by using tl»e present tense of the verb liaber (to have) and the past 
participle of the vetb. The present tense of tire verb haber is as follows: 

lur bemus 

has hubris 

ha hail 


The verb haber is called an ‘auxiliary verb', because it is only used to help with the 
formation of other tenses, and not as a verb in its own right, except in a few exceptional 
eases. The usual vetb ‘to have' is tener. as has been seen previously. 

The past participle of regular vcibs is formed as follows: 

cumprar cunipnuTo 

lie tier Iwli ido 

vivir viviVfo 

Here are some examples of live perfect tense of regular verbs: 

He comprado un coche nuevo. 

I have bought a new car. 

Ramon ha behido demasiado. 

Ramon has drunk too much. 

,‘Slempre has vivido aqui? 

Have you always lived here? 
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Notice that the past participle is invariable, in other words, it does not change to agree in 
number or gender with the subject. 

A few verbs have irregular past participles, and these have to be learnt separately: 


abrir 

to open 

abierto 

cubrir 

lo cover 

cubicrto 

dreir 

to say/tcll 

dicho 

weribir 

to write 

tsrnlo 

frrir 

to fry 

Frito 

hjitr 

lo dix'make 

becho 

inorir 

to die 

muerlo 

poiMT 

to put 

piK*%ti> 

rtsttlvfr 

to solve 

rtatidlo 

romper 

to break 

rolo 

ver 

to see 

\i\to 

vol^fr 

to return 

vodto 


Juan ha roto la ventana. 

Juan has broken the window. 

Memos resuelto el prohlcma. 

We have solved the problem. 

Verbs which are compounds of any of the above (e g. descuhrir. devolver. suponer. 
proponer. disponer. prever) will have the same irregularity: 
suponrr to suppose supuesto 

drscubrir to discover descubitrlo 

prever to foresee privisto 

The perfect tense can also be used in Spanish to refer to recent events in the past as 
follows: 

1 did it this morning. 

l.o he hecho csta manana. lor I.o hicc esta mahana.i 
I saw her today. 

La he visto hoy. for I .a vi hoy.) 


Note: The perfect tense is not used in the following type of sentence, w hen the action of 
the verb is still going on: 
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1 have been wailing for icn minutes land I am still wailing). He has been 
studying English for two years land he is still studying it). 

The construction required to deal with sentences like these <e.g. Ilevo ... csperando. 
Ilevo ... cstudiaiid") will be dealt with at a later stage. 


Pluperfect tense 

This is used in a similar way to the pluperfect tense in English, i.e. to translate had + past 
participle', for example: 

I had started my meal. 

They had already asked us. 

It is formed with the imperfect tense of the verb haber and the past participle as follows: 

Habia terminado el trabajo. 

I had finished the work. 

Ya te lo habia dlcho. 

1 had already told you. 

Habiainos visto la pelicula. 

We had seen the film. 

As with the perfect tense, the past participle is invariable - i.e. it does not agree in 
number or gender with the subject. 


Exercises 

I Answer the following questions with the information given in brackets: 

1 ,.A qui5 hora te has lcvantado hoy? (a las 7.30) 

2 j.Cuindo ha tornado Pepe el autobiis? (esta maflana) 

3 i.Con quithi ha desayunado Ud.? tcon csos sertoresi 

4 ,.A quii'n han llamado (Uds.I esta martana? (a nuestros clientes) 

5 j.Cuindo habfis llcgado? (despues que Marta) 

6 ,Tc has duchado? (no. bartado) 

7 que hora ha salido el avidn? (a las 12.301 

8 j.Para quirfn habeis comptado eso? (para Lola) 

9 i.Con quirJn han hablado ellos? (con Josd y Mario) 

10, Ha sido muy caro cl regalo? (no. barato) 
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2 Describe what Mario and Lola have done today w ith the information provided (use the 

perfect in Spanish): 

1 They got up at 7.15. 

2 Mario had a shower. Lola had a hath. 

3 Mario went to work at 8.15. 

4 Lola went to her school at 8.45. 

5 Mario had two meetings this morning. 

6 Lola came hack home for lunch. 

7 Mario had lunch with clients. 

8 Lola went shopping in the afternoon. 

9 They had dinner in a Chinese restaurant at 9.30. 

10 They went to bed at 12.30. 

3 'How did you make the paella?’ You have a list of infinitives below. Explain how you 
cooked lire paella to your guests using the perfect: 

Eiample: Partir la celxiUu. 

Hr partklo la crlstiHa. 

1 Echar aceite en la saiti'n y freir el polio, el tomato y el ajo. 

2 Ailadir el a/atrin y el pimenuki. Agregar el agua. 

3 Pelar las judi4s verdes y echarlas en el caldo. 

4 Salarlo y dejarlo hervir un rato. 

5 Medir el arroz y meterlo en el caldo. 

6 Ponerlo a fuego lento durante 20 minutos. 

7 Quitar la paella del fuego. 

8 Cubiirla con papel de petiodico. 

9 Dejarla reposar cinco minutos. 

10 Servirla con (intones cortados. 

4 Put the correct form of the verb in brackets in the pluperfect: 

1 Nosotros el informe a las scis. (terminar) 

2 i _Ud. la carta? (escribir) 

3 Juan y Malta dentasiado. (beber) 

4 Vosotros no_un buen hotel, (encontrar) 

5 Rocfo_su apaitantento. (vender i 

6 Yo no ese rcgalo. icomprar) 

7 Lucfa no _en esta ocasidn. < ntentir I 

8 ,Se me_el diccionario! (olvidar) 

9 Pepe y yo_las Haves, (perden 

10 Mi ntadre me la camisa. (coser) 
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5 Complete this text with the verbs that are given to you below (they are in the right form 
for the appropriate blank i. 

ha xuitadu era it>a he vivido iiaci 
*i*i acoitumbre evtuilie dejaban tcnijimts 
guvlaba bahia e.rfadu 

Yo en Cdrdoha y allf hasta los 26 aflos. Cuando_pequerta me 

ir al campo los dontingos con mis padics y mis hermanos ya que no nos 
jugaren lacalle. 

al colegio andando con mi hermana y dcspu.s del colegio elases de 

inglds y de baile._inglds cn la universidad y me v ine a Gran Bretaha en 

1990 Desde entonccs en Manchester. Liverpool. Cambridge y Bath aunque 
la ciudad que mds me_es Bath. 

Cuando llegud a Gran Bretaha no nunca tan lejos de casa pero me 
muy deprisa a la vida inglesa. 


Cultural brief 


El Qtujote 

El Quijote se publied por primera vez en 1605. Escrita pot Miguel de Cervantes 
Saavedra, esta considerada eomo una de las obras ntis importantes de la literal ura 
universal. Miguel de Cervantes esctibid en los ties gdneros literarios principales (pocsia. 
teatro y no vela) aunque su dxito no fue el mismo en los ires. S6lo como novelista llegd a 
triunfar. Su poesia y su teatro no tienen. segiin los eriticos. la calidad de sus novelas. 

El Quijote. su obra maestra. cuenta las aventuras y andanzas del un Caballero (Don 
Quijote) y su escudero (Sancho). Cervantes escribid esta obra satfrica como critiea a las 
novelas de caballena que tan famosas cran en su dpoca. Don Quijote y Sancho Pan/a 
representan dos tipos bien diferenciados del earacter espafiol: el idealista y sofiador (Don 
Quijote). que se olvida de sus necesidades y de la vida material para ir tras su sue ho. y el 
fiel y prdctico (Sancho). que piensa en el bienestar de su seftor y no se separa de i'l cn 
ningun momento. 
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•imlansas (f.) 
Iik'ncstar <m.) 
cjballfria 
t alidad If.) 

Hel 

obra maestro if. | 
xatirico 


Key vocabulary for t*nit 19 

travels (old Spanish) 

welfare 

chivalry 

quality 

trustworthy 

masterpiece 

satirical 



UNIT TWENTY 
The future tense 


In colloquial Spanish ihc fuiuie is usually expressed by ir a + infinitive, equivalent to lire 
English ’1 am going to 

Voy a visitar a mis lios. 

1 am going to visit my aunt and uncle. 

Vamos a haccrlo. 

We arc going to do it. 

Therc is. however, a future tense that is used in more formal contexts. 

The formation of the future tense is very straightforward, as therc is only one set of 
endings for all three veib categories - -ar. -cr and -ir. 

The endings for the future tense are added to the infinitive and arc as follows: 

-4s 

-4 

-emos 

-tfis 

-an 

So here is the full form of the future tense of regular verbs: 


comprarc 

bfberr 

vivirc 

cumprarax 

bebcr&s 

vivir&s 

compuru 

beberi 

vivM 

comprart'mo* 

bcbcrtmtis 

vivirrttMM 

comprartb 

bfbfrth 

vivirci* 

compraran 

bebrrin 

vivirin 

tf .g. berihirt' la carta 

manaiui. 



I will ttTile the teller tomorrow. 


No beberemas nadu. 

We will mrt drink anything. 
i,A que hora llcganis .* 

What time will you arrive? 
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There are a few irregular verbs in which ihe infinitive is slightly changed before the 
endings are added. Once like change is learnt, the endings are the same as regular verbs. 
These irregular verbs are as follows: 


fjbtr 

to lit in 

cabre 

deeir 

to say/tell 

dire 

haccr 

to make/do 

hare 

|iodtr 

to be able 

pod re 

poiHT 

to pul 

pond re 

querer 

to want 

querre 

saber 

to know 

xabrr 

xalir 

to go out 

xaldre 

Iriier 

to have 

tend re 

valer 

to be worth 

valdre 

venlr 

to come 

vend re 


In some cases it is possible to use lire present tense to convey a future meaning, i.e. to 
express an action that will definitely happen in the near future. This is particularly 
common in colloquial Spanish: 

Nos vemos manana./Nos veremos maitana. 

We'll meet (sec each other) tomorrow. 

Lo hago esta tarde.'l.o hare esta tarde. 

I’ll do it this evening. 

Vainos al cine el sabado-'Iremos al cine el sahado. 

We’ll go to the cinema on Saturday. 


Exercises 

I Write the future form of the follow ing verbs: 

I hiblui (hi) 6 comer I vtiMiUos) 


2 servir lUds.) 


7 cnlcndcr <yo) 


.< cxplicar (el) 


S vivir (mssixros) 


4 contcsUr (elhn) 

5 salir lUds.) 


9 heber (vmoenn) 
10 pooer(yo) 
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2 Change these sentences into the future tense: 

1 Pedro cantata todos los d(as on Madrid. 

2 Marfa ha cscrito un libro. 

3 Juan y Miguel ticnen un tratajo muy bueno. 

4 Rafael y yo fuinros a Mallorca de vueaciones. 

5 No supe contestar. 

6 i.Ud. llanxS a mi casa? 

7 Vosotros no eomprastcis esa casa. 

8 i.Condujiste un camidn hasta Alicante? 

9 Este libro no cabe en la ntaleta. 

10 No ha dicho nada. 

3 Your friends have just won one million euros in lire lottery. These arc tire questions you 

would like to ask them: 


I Will you i tu) leave your job? 

2 Will you (vosotros) go on holiday? 

3 Will Maite buy another car? 

4 Will your (tui parents have a party? 

5 Will we see you (vosotros) soon? 

6 Will Maite and Pepe sell their house? 

7 Will you (vosotros) come to England? 

8 Will Loreto know it? 

9 Will you (vosotros) have a boat? 

10 And finally, will you (tu) lend me some money? 

4 Finish the follow ing sentences with the appropriate verb in tire future: 

|Kidri'm<is compmms aprolwrc vuldr.iv 
pondri'mtft vendra vabra cabrema* llo'cru ^unarun 
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1 Necesilamos un paraguas porque martana_ 

2 (, _esquiar esie fin de setnana? 

3 j, _llegar iu hermana a esta casa? 

4 Dice que_un gran arbol de navidad. 

5 ^_pronto de irabajar? 

6 1 _todos en el coche? 

7 1 _la carrera? 

8 No_el examen. 

9 ^_una casa en la playa. 

10 1 _al cine eon nosoiros? 


( ullui.il brief 


Uruguay 

Uiuguay es uno de los paises mis pequeftos de America Latina. Su capital cs Montevideo 
y tienc una poblacidn de unos tres millones y medio de habitantes. Los habitantes 
precolombinos de Uruguay eran los indios Chamias. que lucharon contra los 
conquisiadores hasta el siglo XVII. cuando decidieron empezar a comerciar con los 
espafioles. La histoiia de Uruguay esti llena de tensiones entre los portugueses (dosde 
Brasil) y los espafloles tdesde Argentina) por controlar el pais. Uruguay sc independizlS 
en 1828 . 

En la aetualidad Uruguay comercia principalmente con sus paises vecinos: Brasil y 
Argentina, aunque tambiln comercia con los EEUU. Italia y Alemania. Sus principales 
productos de exportaeidn son la picl. la lana. los textiles y el cal/ado aunque tambiln 
tiene una fuente importante de ingresos con el turismo. Las crisis economic as de Brasil y 
Argentina ban afectado en gran medida al desarrollo eeondmico umguayo. 
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ral/ado <m.) 

fixitweur 

comcrciar 

lo trade 

in^rt^ixs im.) 

income 

lina (f.) 

wool 

piel (f.) 

hide, fur 
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Unit I: Nouns and a nicies 

1 1 cl problema 2 los nirtos .1 las ciudades 4 el sol 5 la cancirin 6 cl pocma 7 las 
condiciones 8 los icinas 9 la caniidad 10 el petro 11 la nacidn 12 las casas 

2 1 una hcrmana 2 una ciudad 3 un pueblo 4 un pie 5 unas funcioncs 6 una copa 7 un 
camion 8 un autobus 9 unos bares 10 una clasc 11 un lien 12 una tapa 

3 1 los maesiros 2 unos caminos 3 las rnadres 4 unas hachas 5 las pensiones 6 los 
hcimanos 7 unas manos 8 los mapas 9 los abuelos 10 las caneioncs 11 unos hoteles 12 
unas habitaeiones 

4 Marla cs madrilefta. Es soltera. Vive en un piso en el ceniro de Madrid. El piso es muy 

grande. De 9.(X) a 6.00 Marta irabaja en una ofkina y todos los dtas toma el metro. A 
las 6.30 Marta estudia ingltJs en una academia y luego. a las 8.00. canta en un corocon 
una amiga. 

5 Marisol es colombiana. Marisol vive en una casa en el campo. Tiene una hija. Elena, y 

un hijo. Juan. Marisol trabaja en unos grandcs almacenes pot la maftana. Elena estudia 
en un colegio inglds y Juan en un instituto. Los niftos viajan al colegio en (el) autobus. 
Pot las tardes. Maiisol limpia la casa y lava y plancha la ropa. Los niflos ayudan a 
Maiisol aunque primeto terntinan los deberes del colegio. 

Unit 2: Numbers, limes and dales 

1 I cinco 2 die/ 3 veintisiete 4 treinta 5 cuarenta y seis 6 catorce 7 cineuenta y dos 8 
sesenta y siete 9 setenta y sets 10 cicnto dos 11 dieciocho 12 ciento cuarenta y cinco 
13 doscicntos sesenta y nueve 14 doce 15 trescientos trece 

2 1:38:2:46; 3:11:4:25:5:63:6:87: 7:79: 8:105:9:262; 10:1.304; 11:521. 12:34: 13:136: 

14:96; 15:908 

3 I veintisiete de abtil de mil novccientos setenta y ocho 2 trece de mar/o de dos mil 
cuatro 3 veinticinco de mayo de mil novecientos sesenta y cuatro 4 catorce de febrero 
de dos mil 5 treinta de enero de mil ochoeientos cineuenta y seis 6 quince de 
noviemhie de dos mil seis 7 once de junio de dos mil tres 8 veintidds de octubre de 
mil novecientos noventa y nueve 9 tres de agosto de mil novecientos noventa y dos 10 
die/ de agosto de dos mil uno 11 diecisi'is de setiembre/septiembre de dos mil dos 12 
uno de diciembre de mil novecientos ochenta y siete 

4 I las trece quince 2 las dos die/ 3 las diecisiete cuarenta y cinco 4 las cuatio treinta 5 

las quince veinte 6 las doce treinta y cinco 7 las siete cineuenta 8 las catorce cinco 9 la 
una cineuenta y cinco 10 las diccisdis treinta y cinco 

5 1 las seis y cuatio 2 las ocho y die/ 3 las once y veinte 4 las dos me nos cuarto 5 las 
siete y cinco 6 las tres y veinticinco 7 la una y media 8 las doce menos die/ 9 las 
cuatro menos veinticinco 10 las die/ menos cinco 
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Utiil .1: Subjell pronouns and present leuie of regular verbs 

1 I cantas 2 cantas 3 cantas 4 canla 5 cantan 6 cantdis 7 cantais 8 canidis 9 canla 10 
cantas 

2 1 nu hcmiana 2 Pedro y yo 3 Uds. 4 vosotros 5 id 6 yo 7 Uds. 8 l' 1 9 lu 10 nosotros 

3 I eanian 2 hablais 3 bailas 4 contestan 5 escucho 6 estudiamos 7 finnan 8 iiabaja 9 lleva 

lOania 

4 1 Maria habla espaAol. 2 Pedro y yo hailamos salsa muy bien. 3 Ud. firma el cheque. 4 

El Irermano de Mario compra una casa en Madrid. 

5 Yo viajo a Santander en verano. 6 Uds. odian el labaco. 7 La pelfcula tormina a las 

7.00. 8 Rocfo y ni trabajdis mueho. 9 Elena y Marisol hablan por teldfono. 10 Nosotras 
admiramos a los Reyes. 

5 1 j.Vendes el coche? 2 Comemos a las 2.30 todos los dias. 3 Sieniprc beben vino con la 
cornida. 4 ;Qui5 bien. veis el Palacio Real desde el saltSn! 5 Leo todas las noches antes 
de dormir. 6 Debe dinero a su madre. 7 Si rompen un vaso. tienen que pagar mas. 8 
Corre el marattkt de Madrid tixlos los aAos. 9 j.CosOis las camisas? 10 Nunca 
coinprendes lo que explieo. 11 Aprendemos ingle's en una academia. 12 Suspendo 
siempre las matemdticas. 13 Accede al garaje pot esa pueita. 14 ,-.Creen en Dios? IS 
IXrpendOis demasiado de vuestros padres. 

6 1 Esciibo taijetas a mis amigos en Navidad. 2 Viven en una casa en el campo. 3 
.Exhibe sus pinturas en cste museo ? 4 Acude al juicio sin testigos. 5 No rumples tus 
promesas. 6 ..Presiden la reunion maftana? 7 , Admitis cheques? 8 Prohibimos fumar 
en el trabajo. 9 Abren la tienda a las 9.30. 10 Suben los precios. 11 . .Ailadimos mis 
cosas a la lista? 12 No admitfs criticas. 13 Asume las consecuencias. 14 ..Recibe al Sr 
Pi're/ en su despacho? 15 ,.Inietrumpo la reunitin'? 

7 Soy estudiante de espaAol. Aprendo espaAol porque trabajo en una empresa 

internacional y necesito hablar con clientes espafloles. Mi empresa vende ordenadores. 
Yo recibo los pedidos intemacionales. 

Estoy casada. Mi marido trabaja en un banco, tenemos dos hijos y vivimos en 
Bristol. 

Mi marido y yo comemos en el trabajo y los niflos comen en el eolegio aunque 
por la noche cenamos todos juntos en casa. Despuds de cenar los niAos ven la 
television, mi marido normalmente lee el periddico y yo estudio espaAol. 

Los fines de semana mi marido y yo llevamos a los niflos fuera de la ciudad. Elios 
corren por el campo mientras nosotros paseamos. 

Unii 4: Preieiti lenie of some common irregular verbs 

1 1 Barcelona esta en la costa mediterrinea. 2 Londres es la capital del Reino Unido. 3 

Lola y yo somos homianas. 4 Pepe y tu estiis en Madrid. 5 Uds. son ingenieros. ,'.no? 
6 Rocfo es muy alia. 7 La peloia esta en el jardin. 8 Estos /apatos son muy bonitos. 9 
Yo soy de Madrid. 10 Til estas un poco depiimido. i.verdad? 

2 Madrid es la capital de Espafla. Madrid estii en el centro de la Penisula IWrica. Es una 

ciudad muy bonita y es muy grande. En Madrid csti el Parlamento espaAol pero como 
tambien es una comunidad autdnoma tambiOn tieire su propio gobkrno. Madrid es una 
ciudad llcna de cultura y arte. El Museo del Prado esta en el centro de Madrid y es uno 
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do los museos de pintura mas imporiantes del mundo. En Madrid ademis estin el 
Museo Rerna Sofia (de aric contemporineo) y cl Museo Thyssen. 

3 1 Esie chico de la fotograffa es mi hermano Mario. Mi heimano csiii casado con Elena. 

Mario y Elena lienen una hija. Rocfo. Mario es economist y Elena cs profesora. 

Rocfo tiene die/, altos y es una nirta muy simpatica. Rocfo tiene mochas amigas en cl 
colegio. Mario y Elena viven en Madr id pero lienen una easa en L'Anipolla para el 
verano. L'Anipolla esta en Tarragona. 

2 La casa de Mario y Elena es muy grande. Tiene cuairo dormiiorios. dos saloncs. 
ires cuanos de hallo, una cocina y un comedor. La casa tiene dos pisos y un itico. 
El cuarto de Rocfo es rosa y tiene mucha luz. Los salones. la cocina y el comedor 
estin en el piso de abajo. La cocina tiene una puerta que da al jardfn. 

4 1 Doy a Maria un regain. 2 Hacen mucho dcporie. 3 Vas a la compra. 4 No da de comer 
a los patos. 5 j.Pongo la mesa ? 6 Damos dinero a Unicef todos los meses. 7 i.Hae<?is la 
compra? 8 ,'.Va a Barcelona mail ana? 9 Ponen siempre demasiada sal en la comida. 10 
Va al cine esta noche. 

5 I ,.Sabes nadar? 2 iConoc^is a mi padre? 3 No si‘ chino. 4 ^Conocen Sevilla? 5 No 
cono/co esa novela. 6 Conocen muy bien esa dpera. 7 Sabe tocar el piano. 8 No 
conocemos a Alvaro. 9 Sabe cuando cs cl examen. 10 Conoce Espaila muy bien. 

6 Yo cono/co muy bien a la familia de Luis, laris vive en la ciudad de Pan ami con su 

familia. Esta casado con Rosa y tienen dos hijos. una niila y un niflo. Laura tiene 20 
ados y hacc medicina en la universidad de Columbus. Juan tiene 16 ados y csti 
todavia en el colegio. Luis cs emprcsario y Rosa es dentista. 

Luis y Rosa van mucho a Espaila puque conocen a mucha gente allf y tienen 
muchos amigos. En Espaila conocen Valladolid. Madrid y Granada muy bien. 

Luis huce/tiene muchos negocios en Madrid. 

Unit 5: Interrogative.* 

1 I ,D.mde esta el libro? 2 ..Quic'nes son los estudiantes de esparto!? 3 ( -.Quton esta 
enteimo? 4 ,.Cdmo es Barcelona? 5 ,.D6nde estii Mario? 6 i Qul' tiene Lola en la 
mano? 7, Quton sabe la respuesta? 8 £C6mo es Rocfo? 9 .-.Qutones van a la fiesta ? 10 
,.QuiJ escucha Angela en la radio? 

2 1,'Tienes hermanos? 2 t Dunde trabajas? 3 ,'.Estis casado/casada? 4 .-.Cuintos 

hijos/niilos tienes? 5 i.Vives en Madrid? 6 ,-Cuantos artos tienes? 7 ..Hablas ingles? 8 
jConoccs Inglaterra? 9 ,-.Que' coche tienes? 10 ,.De d.'mde ercs? 

3 1 ,.Esti el Sr Pfirc/ en la ofreina? 2 ^Conoce Ud. al Sr Eagling? 3 ,.D6nde esta la 
estacton de Irenes? 4 ,.A qtto bora es el tren a Barcelona? 5 jCuando es la reunion? 6 
,.C6mo esta ? 7 ,-.Por qm? no esti el Sr Serrano allf? 8 ,.Para qui' es la reunton? 9; Quton 
preside la reunion? 10 i.Cuil cs el problema? 

4 IQuton cs ese chico? 2 ,.D<*nde estin las Haves? 3 «.A quton saludas? 4 ,.Quc' bailas 

muy bien? 5 jQu.' vino prefieres?/,.Cuil prefieres? 6 .C.'mio esti la paella? 7 ,'Qutones 
venden casas? 8 ..Cudntos Iwrmanos tienes? 9 , A quic'n mandan la carta? 10 .Ddnde 
es la boda de Juanjo y Marta ? 

5 1 qui' 2 a qu«' 3 ddnde 4 cuanto 5 oral 6 d.lnde 7 ddndc 8 qui' 9 itomo 10 de d.'mde 11 
que 12 quton/l ual 13 cuil 
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Unit 6: Negatives 

1 1 No quiero a nadie. 2 No lengo nada. 3 No hahlo con nadie. 4 No voy al cine 
nunca/Nunca voy al cine. 5 Eso no es para nadie. 6 No Irabajo nunea los 
sdbados/Nunca irabajo I os sabados. 7 No limpio con nada. 8 No leo nada. 9 No 
irabajo nada. 10 No lengo nada./No icngo nunca. 11 No irabajo para nadie. 12 No 
coitvo nada. 13 No esiudio nunca/nunca esiudio. 14 No llanio a nadie. 15 No conipro 
nada. 

2 1 No lengo ninguna. 2 No veo ninguna. 3 No uso ninguno. 4 No quiero ninguno. 5 No 

necesiio ninguna. 6 No espero ninguno. 7 No llevo ninguno. 8 No lengo ninguno. 9 
No necesiio ninguna. 10 No quiero ninguna. 

3 I No lengo ninguno. 2 No esiudio nada. 3 No lengo ninguno. 4 No voy nunca a la 

playa. 5 No vivo con nadie. 6 No lengo ninguna./ No lengo nunca. 7 No pinto 
nada/nunca. 8 No colecciono nada. 9 No admiro a nadie. 10 No conipro ahi nunca./No 
compro ahl nada. 

4 I Nunca leen nada/No leen nada nunca/No leen nunca nada. 2 Nunca doy nada a 

nadie./No doy nada a nadie nunca/No doy nunca nada a nadie. 3 Nunca comptamos 
nada en esa tienda./No comprainos nunca nada en esa lienda./No coniprainos nada 
nunca en esa lienda. 4 Nunca llevo a nadie al cine ./No llevo nunca a nadie al cine./No 
llevo a nadie nunca al cine. 5 Nunca viajan con nadie /No viajan con nadie nunca./ No 
viajan nunca con nadie. 6 Nunca leen nada/No leen nada nunca ./No leen nunca nada. 
7 Nunca uabajan nada/No uabajan nada nunca./No trabajan nunca nada. 8 Nunca 
cocinan para nadie./ No cocinan para nadie nunca./No cocinan nunca para nadie. 9 
Nunca hablan con nadie /No habian con nadie nunca./No liablan nunca con nadie. 10 
Nunca emiendo nada/No entiendo nunca nada./No entiendo nada nunca. 

Unit 7: Adjectivei and adverbs 

1 I La nifla es guapa. 2 El perro es negro. 3 Los pmfesores son alios. 4 La casa es 

pequefla. 5 Los coches son ripidos. 6 Las chicas son morenas. 7 Los ordenadores esuin 
esiropeados. 8 Carmen es vaga. 9 Pedro y Maria son simpaiicos. 10 Carmen y Maria 
son delgadas. 11 Los galos de Maria esldn gordos. 12 Las man/anas del mercado son 
baraias. 13 Los panialones de cuero son caros. 14 La casa de mi heimano esia limpia. 
15 El piso de mi hemiana esid sucio. 

2 1 la casa blanca 2 el jersey marrrin 3 los panialones a/ules 4 el cochc rojo 5 las faldas 
amaiillas 6 los ealcetines verdes 7 la bufanda azul 8 los guanles grises 9 el bartador 
verde 10 la chaqueta negra 

.3 1 Ese chico es japonds. 2 Anne es inglesa. 3 Juanjo es espaflol. 4 Rocio y Macarena son 
andaluzas. 5 Felix es aleman. 6 Los coches son italianos. 7 Los vinos son navairos. 8 
Josep y Ana son caialanes. 9 John y Kale son irlandeses. 10 Liz es americana. 11 Las 
naranjas son valencianas. 12 La nirta es china. 13 El Sr Fdrez es argeniino. 14 La Sia 
Vdsquez es peiuana. 15 Los Sres de Torres son colomhianos. 

4 1 un liuen hombre 2 un poienie coche 3 una buena idea 4 un mal paso 5 una original 
pellcula 6 un piinKr piso 7 una buena mujer 8 el lercer episodio 9 la cuaria fila 10 no 
lengo ningiin interns 
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5 1 Lola es delgada. 2 Lola cs morena. 3 Lola es alia. 4 Lola es sollcra. 5 Lola es rica. 6 

Lola es aniipdliea. 7 Lola es irabajadora. 8 Lola cs sucia. 9 Lola cs callada. 10 Lola cs 
joven. 

6 1 leniamcnte 2 suavemenie 3 inal 4 probablcmentc 5 desorganizadamenic 6 
supuestamente 7 claramentc 8 iranquilamenic 9 rdpidamenie 10 seguramenie 11 
calladamenie 12 pacicniemcnte 13 detalladamente 14 inuiilmenic 15 cspccialmcnte 

7 I Conduzco rdpidamenie. 2 Comemos pausadamente. 3 Esperan pacieniememe. 4 

Discuic lomamenie. 5 Canian fenomenalmenie. 6 Apiendf is lenlamenie. 7 Explican 
deialladamenle. 8 Escribo complicadamcme. 

Unit 8: ver and esiar 

1 I cs 2 son 3 somos 4 soy 5 ores 6 sois 7 somos 8 es 9 es 10 sols 

2 I esl4n 2 esioy 3 esidis 4 csid 5 csid 6 esiamos 7 esli 8 csiiln 9 esias 10 esiamos 

3 I esioy 2 esian 3 esidis 4 esia 5 son 6 es 7 esiamos 8 sois 9 son 10 es 

4 I es 2 esiii 3 es 4 csid 5 esian 6 son 7 somos 8 csid 9 eres 10 son 

5 1 es 2 esia 3 esia 4 es 5 esian 6 csid 7 son 8 esiamos 9 csid 10 esid 

6 I soy 2 soy 3 eslds 4 es 5 es 6 es 7 esld 8 esioy 9 soy 10 soy 11 soy 12 es 13 es 14 es 15 
es 16 es 17 esid 18 csid 19 esia 20 es 

Unit 9: Demonstratives 

1 I esle 2 aquel 3 ese 4 aquella 5 esia 6 aquellos 7 esas 8 eslos 9 esios 10 aquellas 

2 1 i'sle 2 i‘se 3 aqiuHlas 4 i‘sos 5 aquflla 6 i‘sias 7 dslos 8 dse 9 (Jsia 10 aquellos 

3 I dslos 2 aquflla 3 fse 4 aqufl 5 fstas 6 fse 7 fsias 8 tfsos 9 aquflla 10 Isle 

4 I eslos 2 ese 3 esias 4 aquel 5 esa 6 aquellas 7 ese 8 aquella 9 esias 10 aquel 

Unit 10: Comparatives ami superlatives 

1 1 Man'a cs mds alia que Pepe. 2 Esia silla es menos cara que fsa/ aquflla. 3 Nuiia cs 

mds guapa que Loreio. 4 Maria es menos imeligenle que Iciar. 5 Aquel/ese vaso csid 
mds lleno que f sie. 6 Esie bolso es menos pesado que fse/aquf 1. 7 Aquella novela es 
mds inletvsanie que fsia. 8 Pedro csid menos eansado que Josf. 9 Juanjo es mis 
alraclivo que Miguel. 10 Rafael esld/es mds gordo que Luis. 

2 1 hastanle mds cara 2 mucho mds simpdiico 3 un poco menos infomiaiiva 4 algo mis 
cansada 5 basianie mds earo 6 mucho menos elegantes 7 algo menos inieresanie 8 un 
poco mds gordo 9 algo mds sucio 10 mucho mds alio 

3 1 de 2 de 3 que 4 que 5 de 6 que 7 que 8 de 9 que 10de 

4 1 mayor 2 mayores 3 mejor 4 mds alia 5 peor 6 nienor 7 mds alio 8 inferior/mds bajo 9 

mis bajo 10 mejoe 

5 I Es la mds alia de la clave. 2 Es el mds gordo de esia habiiacidn. 3 Soy la mds baja/el 

mds bajo de la familia. 4 Somos los mis inieligenles de la oficina. 5 Esia novela es la 
peor. 6 China es el pafs mds grande del mundo. 7 El AVE es el lien mds rdpido de 
Esparta. 8 Son los mds lemos de la Carrera. 9 Esia pclfcula es la mejor. 10 La comida 
de esle resiauranic es la mejor de la ciudad. 
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Unit II: Object pronouns 

1 1 Lola las escribe desde Park. 2 Mario lo conic todas las maAanas. 3 Rocfo y Jaime la 
compran en Sevilla. 4 Lo ves cn la television. 5 Elena los vcndc. 6 Marisol los habla 
muy bien. 7 Juan y Pope lo beben ton lechc. 8 Loieio las alquila en verano. 9 Mi 
empiesa las regala en Navidad. 10 ,.Las cantas cn la due ha? 

2 1 No. no lo emiendo. 2 No. no los vendemos. 3 No. no la tantamos. 4 No. no la comen. 

5 No. no las mandamos. 6 No. no las abren. 7 No. no lo bebemos. 8 No. no los 
cornpra. 9 No. no las tengo. 10 No. no la hago hoy ./No. hoy no la hago. 

3 1 El director nos escribe una tana. 2 Mi madre Ic lee un euento todas las nochcs. 3 Los 

niflos les pintan un dibujo para su cumplcaAos. 4 Pedro le regala (lores todas las 
semanas. 5 jOs tomunican las noticias? 6 El profesor me explica la gramitica. 7 Pablo 
le manda un paquetc. 8 ,.Les tantamos una cancidn? 9 Lola nos cornpra regalos para 
Navidad. 10 Le presto a Juan un libro. 

4 1 No te damos el diccionario. 2 No les explican la pelkula. 3 No te invito a un caff. 4 

No le canta una cancRSn a Maria. 5 No les dice/cuenta las noticias. 6 No le mandais un 
regalo. 7 No nxr deja dinero. 8No me dan un libro? 9 No le explican esto. 10 0 No te 
coinpra regalos? 

5 1 Maria nos la escribe. 2 Loreto se lo lee todas las noehes. 3 Los niilos se lo pintan para 
su cumplcaAos. 4 Luis se los rcgala todas las semanas. 5 ,.Os las comunican? 6 El 
profesor me lo explica- 7 Pablo se lo manda. 8 ,.Se la cantamos? 9 Pedro nos lo 
coinpra para Navidad. 10 Sc lo presto. 

6 1 No. no se lo quiere comprar/no quiere comprirselo. 2 No. no se lo van a alquilar/no 

van a alquilirselo. 3 No. no se lo quiero vender/no quiero vendf rselo. 4 No. no sc lo 
vamos a pintar/no varnos a pintdrselo. 5 No. no se las queremos explicar/no queremos 
explicarselas. 6 No. no se los vamos a prestar/no vamos a prcstirselos. 7 No. no se las 
quieren vender/no quieten vendfrselus. 8 No. no se lo vamos a dar/no vamos a darselo. 
9 No. no se lo quiero explicar/no quiero explicirselo. 10 No. no sc la vamos a 
mandar/no vamos a mandirsela. 

Unit 12: gustar 

1 1 Os gusta la cocina (rancesa. 2 No les gusta jugar al tenis. 3 Me gustan las fotos de tus 
heimanas. 4 Nos gustan el futbol y el golf. 5 j.Te gusta esa pelkula? 6 Le gustan los 
restaurantes chinos. 7 ,.Les gusta el cine? 8 No le gusta la clase de qulmica. 9 jOs 
gustan csos apart amen ttxs? 10 No nos gusta la lluvia. 

2 1 No. no nos gusta el piso. nos gustan esos/aquellos apartamentos. 2 No. a Malta no le 
gustan esas (lores, le gusta esa/aquella rosa. 3 No. no les gustan los restaurantes 
franceses. le gustan los italianos. 4 No. no me gusta este libro. me gustan esas/aquellas 
novelas. 5 No. no nos gustan estos eoches. nos gusta esa/aquella mototcicletai. 6 No. 
no nos gusta la lluvia. nos gusta la nieve. 7 No. a mi hemiana no le gustan estas 
sortijas. le gustan aquellos/csos collares. 8 No. no me gustan estas botas. me gustan 
estos zapatos. 

3 1 Nos gusta mas la comida china. 2 Le gusta mis ir de conipras. 3 Les gustan mis dos 
caffs con lechc. 4 Os gusta mis el pantalAn negro. 5 Nos gustan ntas las cosas elaras. 

6 Me gusta mis csta habitacidn. 7 Te gusta mas una casa con piscina. 8 Le gusta mis 
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llamar dcsdc cl nu'tvil. 9 Os gusian mis los jar dines grandcs. 10 Lc gusian mis las 
novclas do tenor 

4 I ,Tc gusla la falda roja? 2 ,.Le gusla la V'd.) cl cine? 3 ,.(H gusian los restaur anies 
chinos? 4 i.Lcs gusla cl vino tinio? 5 ,.Les gusian csas/aquellas habiiacioncs? 6 ,.Lc 
gusla jugai? 7 ,.Os gusla local cl piano? 8 ,.Te gusla leer? 

5 1 Lc inictesan las noiicias. 2 A los franceses les gusla comer y beber. (Note: When 

followed by infinitive(s) guslar remains in ihe singular.) 3 A li le encanian los 
bombones. 4 A mis piimos les apetcce venir a Madrid. 5 A vosoiras no os gusla vivir 
cn Barcelona. 6 Me encania el cine de terror. 7 ,.A Ud. lc apeiece comer paella? 8 A 
nosotros nos imeresan los coches anliguos. 9 A clla le gusia Pedro. 10 C A Uds. les 
gusian los animales? 

Unit IS: Radical changing verbs 

1 1 quiere 2 pueden 3 pido 4 emiendes 5 jugiis 6 licncn 7 vienen 8 diees 9 entiendo 10 
esiiis 11 va 12 entiendo 13 cncicndes 14 vuclvcn 15 prefiero 

2 I Esiiis cansados. 2 Quiere una cocina nueva. 3 jPuedo venir maflana? 4 j.Vienes 
maAana? 5 No piden la luna 6 Juegan al icnis. 7 No dice nada. 8 Pierdo las Haves 
lodos los dlas. 9 Huelcs cl perfume. 10 Duerme demasiadas boras. 11 Tennis 
demasiado irabajo. 

3 1 Entiendo a Lola muy bicn. 2 Prefiere el coche rojo. 3 ^Vuclves a Inglaicrra lodos los 
veranos? 4 Juegan al lenis. 5 iSirve la cena a las cinco? 6 Duerme hasia el mediodta. 7 
Almuerzan en el colegio. 8 No emienden francos. 9 Lc euenian un cucnio a los niflos 
lodas las noches. 10 No puede hacer esio. 

4 I prefiero 2 puedo 3 preferinvos 4 jugamos 5 juego 6 podemos 7 vainos 8 suelo 9 

prefiere lOcmicnde 

5 1 gusia 2 prefiero 3 puedo 4 quiero 5 duermo 6 voy 7 almuer/o 8 vuelvo 

Unit 14: Reflective verbs 

1 I se 2 le 3 nos 4 se 5 sc 6 me 7 ic 8 se 9 ic 10 os 

2 1 Nos levaniamos larde. 2 Me despicrio a las 6.00.3 se duchan por la noche. 4 Nos 
vainos a irahajar a las 7.30. 5 Me acuesio promo. 6 Sc afeilan con maquinilla. 7 Nos 
vainos a Galicia. 8 Me voy maAana. 9 Me lavo el pelo lodos los dfas. 10 Nos quitamos 
el abrigo. 

3 1 Me levanto a las 7 lodas las maAanas. 2 Sc ducha despufc del desayuno/de desayunar. 

3 ,.Te puedes comer lodo eso ?/,.Puedcs comerle lodo eso? 4 Se acuestan muy larde por 
la noche. 5 ,.Nos quilamos los zapalos? 6 No se despierla hasia las nueve. 7 jSeAor. a 
qu<J hora se despierla? 8 Los nirtos sc esiin ponieikdo los abrigos/esiin ponit'ndose los 
abrigos. 9 jCuindo se van a Nueva York? 10 Se esiin comprando ropa/esidn 
comprindose ropa. 

4 1 St. se venden. 2 St. se alquilan. 3 St. se hacen. 4 SI. se habla. 5 St. x pone. 6 St. se 

importa. 7 SI. se cornpra. 8 SI. se neccsiian. 9 SI. se ofrcccn. 10 St. se arreglan. 

5 1 Se pelan ires pa la las medianas. 2 Se lavan las paiaias. 3 Se conan las paiaias en 

lonchas finas. 4 Se lava un pimienio verde o se pela una ccbolla. 5 Se cona la mi tad 
del pimienio o la ceholla en cuadraditos pequeAos. 6 Se aAade a las paiaias y se sala. 7 
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Se frfen cn mucho ace ite a fucgo suave hasta quo la patata csti muy blanda. 8 Se saca 
la mezcla del aeeitc y sc cseurre. 9 Sc calienta un poco dc accitc cn una saitln. 10 Sc 
haten dos hucvos. se sal an y sc afladcn la patata y cl pimicnto o la ccbolla. 11 Sc liace 
la toitilla a fucgo lento. 12 Sc da la vuelta a la tortilla con un plant llano y sc liace por 
el otro lado. 

6 I Sc dice quc cl Rcy csta cnfermo/malo. 2 Ahora sc estan construyendo pisos inas 
haratos. 3 Se ctec quc la contaminacidn csta dcstruyendo cl medio ambicntc. 4 Se dice 
que los niflos bilingues aprenden mis depiisa quc los niftos monolingUes. 5 Sc cree 
que puedc haber una guerra. 

Unit 15: Present continuous tense 

1 I cantando 2 corriendo 3 escribicndo 4 tiendo 5 caycndo 6 oyendo 7 viendo 8 bailando 
9 Icycndo 10 friendo 11 contando 12 oliendo 13 eonducicndo 14 duimicndo 15 siendo 

2 I Vicne llorando. 2 Van al colegio corriendo. 3 Estudia escuchando musica. 4 Pintamos 

las parcdcs cantando. 5 Hablo gritando. 6 Dueimc toncando. 7 Ccnan viendo la 
television. 8 Desayundis Icycndo cl periddico. 

3 I Pagando mis consigue entradas. 2 Estudiando un poco apruebas cl examen. 3 Estando 
ent'ermos no podemos ir. 4 Cogicndo cl tren llcgamos tardc. 5 Sabicndo infoimatiea 
conscgufs trabajo. 6 Coinicndti tanto sc van a poner enfermos. 7 Bebiendo mucho no 
podemos conducir. 8 Buscando la palabra cn cl diccionario entienden la frase. 9 
Conando cl cOspcd estara mis honito el jardin. 10 Andando depi isa llcganfis antes dc 
la ccna. 

4 I estd cantando 2 estamos comiendo 3 cstoy caminando 4 estdn escuchando 5 cstis 
oyendo ( csti estudiando 7 cstiiis lavando 8 estan prestando 9 estis peidicndo 10 estii 
duimicndo 

5 I Estin cantando. 2 Estamos escribicndo a Marfa. 3 Estamos Icycndo un documcnto. 4 

Estoy hacicndo la ccna. 5 Estan jugundo cn cl janli'n. 6 Estamos oyendo musica. 7 
Estoy viendo la pelfcula. 8 Estamos fregando los platos. 9 Estamos preparando una 
fiesta. 10 Estoy aprendiendo espaftol. 

Unit 16: Possessives 

1 I mi heimana 2 tu hcimano 3 su tfo 4 su primate 5 nuestra madre 6 su abucla 7 vuestros 

padics 8 su tfa 9 su suegra 10 mi cuAada 11 nuestro yerno 12 su nicto 

2 1 mi 2 mi/nucstro 3 mi/nuestra 4 sus 5 su 6 sus 7 sus 8 su 9 sus 10 su 

3 I mi. sus 2 nuestra. su 3 nuestra. vucstras 4 mis. mi 5 vucstio. sus 6 tu. sus 7 nuestros. 

mi 8 su. vuestra 

4 I el tuyo 2 cl info 3 cl nuestro 4 la suya 5 los suyos 6 la suya 7 la vuestra 8 los suyos 9 

los mfos 10 cl suyo 11 la mfa 12 el tuyo 

5 1 y nosotros leemos los nuestros 2 y L'ds. pintail las suyas/la suya 3 y tu pintas la tuya 4 
y yo espero cn la mfa 5 y vosotros haetHs los vuestros 6 y ella come los suyos 7 y ellos 
limpian las suyas/la suya 8 y Vd. habla con cl suyo 9 y vosotros acahdis cl vucstro 10 
y ellos juegan con las suyas 


Unit 17: The preterite tense 
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1 1 levaniasie 2 duchasieis 3 canid 4 nadd 5 lucharon 6 bailainn 7 cxplicastes 8 cortamos 
9 comped 10 lavastcis 

2 1 leimos 2 bcbicron 3 cmendi 4 com id 5 vendid 6 rompid 7 cosisieis 8 conicron 9 
agradecisie lOconocieron 

3 1 recibiste 2 vivid 3 subimos 4 escribieron 5 salid 6 lucid 7 sucumbisteis 8 vivi 9 
exhibieron 10 rcscindiste 

4 1 Em peed mi (rabajo on cnero. 2 Aparqud cl/mi coche cn esa callc. 3 (Sc) leyd lodos los 
libros dc la biblioieca. 4 Sc cayd y sc rompid la pierna. < Note: ‘su pictna' is used in 
Latin Ameiican Spanish, not in Peninsular Spanish.) 5 .Oisie mi progruma anoche? 6 
No <sci leyd cl informe. 7 No tc oycron anoche. 8 Las chic as no sc caycron. Las 
empujd. 

5 1 durmid 2 pidicion 3 ricron 4 niuiid 5 prefirieron 6 compilid 7 dcspidiceon 8 pidid 9 
sintid lOrcpilicron 

6 1 Anduvc 10 kildmeiros aver. 2 No pudo haccrlo./No lo pudo hater. 3 Condujimos un 
coche muy pcquefto cn Madrid. 4 Tc dio mi dircccidn. 5 ,.Fuistc a Paris cl verano 
pasado? 6 No estuve aqui aver. 7 Sc fucron a Paris sin mi. 8 Lcs coniamos las noticias. 
9 j.Tuvo un buen viaje? 10 No quisieion aceptar mi invilacidn. 

7 1 El ado pasado esiuvimos cn Roma. 2 Trajc die/ libros. 3 Anduvc con dl cl verano 

pasado. 4 Puso cl paqucic debajo de la mesa. 5 Fucron a Alemania cn coche. 6 No 
dijisleis/dijimos nada. 7 Hite esc liabajo ayer. 8 No. no cupo ahi. 9 Vino a Inglalcia cn 
iren. 10 No pude comprar cl rcgalo. 

Unit 18: The imperfect lease 

1 1 iba 2 hailaban 3 vivfamos 4 visiiaba 5 comia 6 teniais 7 llovfa 8 saliamos 9 alquilaban 

lOcantaban II liacia I2hablaban 13 era !4conducia IScompaitian 

2 1 me afeiiaba. sc duchaba 2 desayunaba. sc pcinaba 3 preparaban. hablibamos 4 ibais. 
hacian 5 esiabamos. quedaba 

3 1 jugaba al fdtbol cn cl parque 2 iba a cste colegio 3 cantaba cn un coro 4 cnlcndia 

francds 5 cscribias cucntos 6 iban a la iglesia 7 comtamos cn cl colegio 8 
hacian/practicaban dcportc(s) 9 pediamos siempre helado 10 Iciais cucntos dc terror 

4 I Estaban Icycndo. 2 Esiaba esiudiando. 3 Estaba desayunando. 4 Esiabamos vendiendo 
cn la callc. 5 Esiaba eseribiendo una nola. 6 Esiabamos viendo la iclcvisidn. 7 
Esiabas( id Vcsiaba< L'd.) durmiendo. 8 Esiaba planchando. 

5 1 nacid 2 vivia 3 abandond 4 llegd 5 rcsidian 6 sc quedii 7 sc casd 8 nacid 9 vino 10 
empezd 

6 1 era 2 estudid 3 parlicipd 4 viajd 5 esiaba 6 conocid 7 esiaba 8 sc convinid 9 enird 10 
conccdid 

Unll 19: Peifeci anti pluperfect lenses 

I I Me he levantado a las sicic y media. 2 Pepe ha tornado cl aulobus esia madana. 3 He 
desayunado con csos scA*>rcs. 4 Esia maftana hcnuis llamado a nucsiros clientcs. 5 
hemos llcgado despuds que Maria. 6 No me he duchado. me he bartado. 7 El avidn ha 
salido a las docc y media. 8 Memos comprado cso para Lola. 9 Han hablado con Josd y 
Mario. 10 El rcgalo no ha sido caro. ha sido barato. 
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2 1 Sc han levantado a la' side y cuarto. 2 Maiio sc ha duchado. Lola sc ha baAado. 3 

Maiio sc ha ido a irahajar a las ocho y cuano. 4 Lola sc ha ido al colegio a las nueve 
nicnos cuano. 5 Mario ha tcnido dos reuniones csta mahana. 6 Lola ha vuclto a casa a 
comer. 7 Mario ha coniido con <unos) clicmcs. 8 Lola ha ido dc compras por la tarde. 

9 Han cenado cn un rcsiauianic chino a las nuevc y media. 10 sc han acostado a las 
docc y media. 

3 1 He echado cl aceite cn la sarten y lie frito cl polio, cl tomatc y cl ajo. 2 He afladido cl 
azafrin y cl pimentdn. He agregado cl agua. 3 He pclado las judias vcrdcs y las he 
echado cn cl caldo. 4 Lo lie salado y lo lie dejado hervir un raio. 5 He nKdido cl arroz 
y lo he nieiido cn cl caldo. 6 Lo he pucsto a fuego lemo duramc vcinlc minuies. 7 He 
quilado la paella del fuego. 8 La he cubicno con papel dc periddico. 9 La lie dejado 
reposar cinco minuios. 10 La lie servido con liniones coriados. 

4 I habiamos leiminado 2 hahla cscriio 3 habfan bebido 4 habfais enconuado 5 habia 

vendido 6 habia comprado 7 habia nientido 8 habia olvidado 9 habianios perdido 10 
habia cosido 

5 Yo naci cn Cdrdoba y vivi alii liasta los 26 aflos. Cuando era pequcAa me gusiaba it al 

canipo los domingos con mis padres y mis hermanos ya que no nos dejaban jugar cn la 
callc. 

Iba al colegio andando con mi hermana y dcspuiis del colegio teniamos closes dc 
ingles y de bade. EsiudiiJ ingles cn la universidad y me vine a Gran Bretafta en 
1990 Desde cnlonccs he vivido cn Manchester, Liverpool. Cambridge y Baili 
aunque la ciudad que mis me ha gusiado cs Balh. 

Cuando llegud a Gran Bretaha no habia esiado nunca tan lejos de casa pero me 
acostumbrl muy deprisa a la vida inglcsa. 

Unit 20: The future tense 

1 I hablaris 2 servirin 3 explicara 4 contcstarin 5 saldrin 6 comcrtis 7 enteiideie 8 

viviremos 9 bebenJis 10 pondrd 

2 I Pedro cantari lodos los dias cn Madrid. 2 Maria escribira un libro. 3 Juan y Miguel 
tcndriin un trabajo muy bueno. 4 Rafael y yo iremos a Mallorca de vacaciones. 5 No 
sabrt? contcsiar. 6 ,.Ud. llamari a mi casa? 7 Vosotros no comprarlis esa casa. 8 
jConduciris un camidn hasta Alicante? 9 Estc libio no cabri cn la malcta. 10 No diri 
nada 

3 I ..Dcjaris tu trabajo/tu emplco? 2 jlr^is de vacaciones? 3 ,'.(Sei comprari Maitc otro 
cochc? 4 jHarin tus padres una fiesta? 5 ,.Os veremos pronto? 6 j.Vendcrin Maitc y 
Pepe su casa? 7 ,,Vcndrdis a Inglatcira? 8 ,Lo sabri Loreto? 9 .-.Tendrtis un barco? 10 
Y finalmcntc. ,.nie prestaris dinero? 

4 I lloverd 2 podremos 3 sabra 4 pondremos 5 saldris 6 cabremos 7 ganaran 8 aprobanS 9 
comprar^is lOvcndra 




GLOSSARY OF GRAMMATICAL TERMS 


adjective a word lhai describes live characteristics or attributes of a noun. e.g. un coche 
verde. una cara bonita 

adverb a word that gives more information about the action of a verb, telling us how. 

when or where the action occurred, e.g. rapidamente. dcspacio. aver 
auxiliary verb a verb that is used in conjunction with another and not in its own right. 

usually to form a different tense, e.g. henios estu-diado. ban visto 
comparative a way of comparing two adjectives or adverbs, e.g. mas alto que ... 
definite article used w ith a noun to indicate that a particular noun is being referred to. 
e.g. el vecino (as opposed to un vecino) 

demonstrative adjective used with a noun to identify that noun in particular, as opposed 
to other similar ones, for example when you point at it. e.g. este libro. esa Rente 
demonstrative pronoun used to replace a demonstrative adjective when the context 
makes clear what is being referred to. e.g. ^prefieres estos o aqucllos? (when both 
speakers know what ‘these’ and ‘those’ refer tot 
direct object Tlie person or thing upon which the action of the verb is directly applied, 
e.g. se bebib el vino 

imperfect (tenseI used to describe repeated, habitual or on-going actions in live past. e.g. 

haefa calor (it hoi sunny), nadabamos (we riser/ to go swimming) 
indefinite article used with a noun when the speaker either does not know or does not 
want to specify which paiticular noun is being referred to. e.g. una casa con 
persianas verdes 

indirect object The person or thing at the receiving end of the action perfoimed by the 
veib; usually indicates 'to' of ‘for’ whom or what the action is being performed, e.g. le 
comprd un regain a su madre ihe bought his mother a present or he bought a present 
for his mother) 

infinitive the form of the verb found in the dictionary before the ending has been 
modified in any way to indicate tense or person. English ’to ...'. e.g. to run. to eat 
interrogative a word introducing a direct or indirect question, e.g. ,*.Qud? ^Ddnde? No 
se cuando vendra 

gender all nouns arc classified as either masculine or feminine in Spanish, whether they 
refer to animate or inanimate objects, this is their ‘gender’, e.g. la mesa (fern.), el 
coche imasc.j 

gerund an invariable pait of the verb coiresponding to the English ‘-ing’. indicating an 
on-going action e.g. corriendo dunning), saltundo (jumping) 
noun the name of a person, place or object 

past participle an invariable part of live verb used to form the peifeet and pluperfect 
tenses (and other compound tenses), e.g. He comprado (I have bought), habfamos 
die bo (we had uiiil) 

perfect (tcnsei a past tense foimed with the present tense of the verb haber’ (to have) 
and the past participle of another verb, corresponds to live English 'has/have (done)’, 
e.g. henios comido iwe have eaten), han llcgado (they have arrived) 
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pluperfect dense) a past tease formed with the imperfect tense of haber and the past 
paiticiple. corresponding to the English ‘had (done)', e.g. hahiamos escrito (we had 
written), habia contestadu il had answered) 
possessive adjective used with a noun to indicate the person or thing to which that noun 
is related, e.g. mi amigo (mv friend), su casa ivoirr house) sus ventanas (I’m windows I 
possessive pronoun used to indicate possession when the noun is not mentioned both 
speakers know what is being refened to. e.g. Este es info no tuvo (this is mine not 
yours ) 

preterite simple past tense, corresponding to English ‘1 went', ‘he saw', etc. 
pronoun a shod form replacing a noun when the speakers know what or who is being 
refened to. e.g. El lo cogid i he took m 

radical changing refers to verbs that have a spelling change in then stem. i.e. the pad of 
the verb before the endings indicating person or tense are added, e.g. puedo/podemos 
reflexive referring back to the subject of the action, e.g. me lavaba <1 was washing 
mytelfl 

subject the person or object earn ing out live action of the verb. e.g. Juan condujo cl 
coche [John drove the car), los nihos rontpieron la ventana like hoys broke the 
window) 

superlative a way of describing the biggest/best/most extreme, e.g. el edificio inas 
grande del rnundo (the tallest building in the world) 
verb a word describing an action or a state, e.g. Juan hebc vino (John drinks wine), los 
nihos estdn contentos (the children ore happy) 
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